
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The aims of the society are: 
   
   
 
 (A)     To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to 
            promote the culture and development of the  
            succulents and bromeliads. 
 
  (B)   To acquire and disseminate information regarding 
           these plants and to encourage their production 
           and propagation. 
                
  (C)   To ban totally from our collection any such plants 
           which become noxious. 
 
  (D)   To enlighten members and the public on the dangers 
           of cultivating certain noxious species. 
 
  (E)   To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other 
           events, and to make such publications as are deemed  
          desirable. 
 
  (F)   To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect 
          ourselves with similar bodies or societies.   
 
 (G)   To make seeds and plants available to members  
          under the control of the Society. 
 
 (H)   To foster family membership and members. 
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Advertise Here 

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS 
of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET 
(near Mullumbimby) Large range 
of bromeliads. Agents for Deroose, 
Exotic plant of Belgium & Andrew 
Maly’s KIWI COLLECTION 
VRIESEAS. Visitors welcome by 
appointment. P.0266845374. 
F.0266845168. email: 
plants@ausbroms.com.au 
Website: www.ausbroms.com.au 

 
Would you like to advertise in our 

Journal? 
 

 
$20 for 2 Months - Life of ONE 
publication, or $100 per annum 

Glen Mylne LLB (Hons) 
 

Mylne Lawyers 
92 Ashmore Rd 

BUNDALL  4127 
Phone: (07) 55262622 
Fax:     (07) 55262292 

admin@mmlaw.net.au 
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A LITTLE HUMOUR. 
 
 
One day this little kid went on Santa’s lap and said “Santa, can I please have  a 
swing set a basket ball set and a bike for Christmas?” 
 
Then the little kids mum (we will call him Mickey) went up to Santa and said 
“Santa, Mickey has been a kinda bad boy this year, so every where you would put a 
present, put a pile of dogs dirt.” 
 
“Surely” said santa. 
 
~Christmas Day~ 
 
Mickey  wakes up and goes to  see if his presents are there. 
 
He looks in the garage for the bike: Just a pile of dog dirt. 
He looks where the swing set should go: Just a pile of dog dirt. 
He looks where the basketball set should go: Just a pile of dog dirt. 
 
Then his neighbour Johnnie looks over the fence and says “Hey Mickey, what did 
you get for Christmas?” 
 
“I got a damn dog, but I can’t find it!. 
 

******************************** 
 
Staring down from the bench to announce the terms of the divorce decree, the judge 
turned to the husband and said, “I’m going to award her alimony in the amount of 
$250 a month.” 
To which the woman’s about to be ex replied “That’s mighty kind of you judge, I’ll 
try to help her all I can, too.” 
 
 

************************************** 
 
It’s not true that married men live longer than single men, it just seems longer. 
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General meetings are held every 4th Saturday of the month at- 

Robina Uniting Church, 4 Greenwich Crt;  Robina. 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
lant of the month. A reminder to all  members if you also have a 
good specimen from the nominated genera, please do not hesitate to 
bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t necessarily have to be in 
flower, we also grow for their foliage. 

 
rogram for Guest Speakers coming up over the next few                            
 months. 
 
 

January: 
Kerry Tate will be speaking on tips for epiphytic culture of Bromeliads. 
 
February: 
Neville Ryan will be speaking on Tillandsia Fasciculata. 
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   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2010 

  DATE                                          EVENT 

January 23, 2010 General Meeting  Robina Uniting Church. 
Beginners Class 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.   
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
   

January Aechmea, Flowering Vriesea, Tillandsias and 
Hohenbergias. 

February Ananus, Intergeneric plants, Tillandsias and full sun 
Neoregalias. 

February 27, 
2010 

General Meeting, Robina Uniting Church 
Plant sales 12.00 p.m. Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 

 

 

Who am I? 
                    Don’t know the name of a plant! Bring it along to the   
                    meeting and let Kerry Tate solve it for you. 

A warm welcome to our New members. 
 
Peter Lamb 
Shirley Parker 
Marianne Troke, Ailsa and Sheldon Jones                                            

 
 
 
 
We hope you enjoy learning more about Bromeliads & Succulents from our 
meetings with our guest speakers, and  look forward to seeing you on our field 
trips we organize through out the year. 
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Guidelines for borrowing from the Library:  
 

1. New members must be financial for three months. 
2. Books are on loan for (1) month only. 
3. Members are responsible for replacement of lost or 

damaged books. 
 

Members are advised that the above guidelines are part of 
the by-laws approved by members of the society.  



 

 

                         
                        Please have your articles to me no later than the 6th February 
                     2010.You can hand it to me at the meeting or post/email to address     
                      Below. 
 
                            brommad@optusnet.com.au 
                                   19 Garoona Gve; 
                                   Slacks Creek,     Qld.   4127              Ph:  33883575                      
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Message from the Editor. 
 
 
 
 
Another year has come and gone. The years seem to be flying by so fast, maybe it’s 
because we are all getting a little older, or that there is so much happening and not 
enough hours in the day. It gets even busier now as we start to remove the many 
pups from the mothers. I don’t know about you, but I have hundreds. 
 
We have visited some  spectacular gardens this year giving us all an insight on how 
others grow and display these wonderful plants. Thank you to every one who kindly 
gave us the opportunity to visit your gardens. 
 
I would also like to thank those who kindly sent me articles for our Newsletter. So 
come on all you new comers let us know how you became involved with broms and 
share your ideas of how and where you grow them. Not only new comers but older 
members as well. 
 
Thankyou also to the various other clubs who allow the reprint of articles from their 
magazines. 
 
Last but not least, I would like to wish every one of you a Merry Christmas and a 
safe and Happy New Year. See you all in 2010. 
 

Gail Young (Editor) 
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                                         President’s  Report 
 
 
 
 
 
The  end  of  the  year is  coming  fast  with  our  last  meeting   in  November. 
 
Next  year  is  packed  with  lots  of   events  and   activities  to  keep  us  all  on  the  
go  and  very  busy. 
 
I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  helped  this  year,  many  who  have  put  in  hours  
of  work   particularly  Narelle  and  our  outgoing  treasurer   Jim  Adams. 
 
A  new  treasurer  will be  appointed   by  the  committee  this  month . 
 
Our  annual  show  was  well  supported  with  record  sales  and  a  great  day  was  
had  by  all  members.    The  rose  society   display  was  on  the  same  day   which  
appeared  also  to  be very  successful . 
 
The  club  promotion  at   the  street  party  at  Mudgeeraba   was   a  blast  with  lots  
a  street  performers  and  community  groups  represented   with  our  club  the  
only  garden  club.  Big  thanks  to  Karen &  Paul   Van Tol , Jennifer  Laurie , 
 Julie  Hewetson,  John  Crawford  for  their   work  and  Ruth   Dickson  for  her   
donated  plants   which  we   raised  over  $ 400.00   to  go  into  club  funds. 
A little  bird  told  me  later  that  the  street  party  was  so  popular  it  may  get  a  
life  next  year. 
 
The  committee  will  be  working  hard  to  start  the  new  year  to the  benefit of   
our  club  members. 
 
From  Kay  and  myself , and  the  committee  members  we  all  wish  you  and  
your  families  a  Christmas  to  remember  and  a  happy  new  year. 
See  you  all  next  year 
 
 

Tom Norris 
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I remember my first meeting to the G.C.S.& B.C, I bought a raffle ticket, looked at 
the prizes with my friend Norma, and admired the Vriesa hieroglyphica, which I 
won, my first Brom! 
 
I didn’t know how to look after it, so subsequently it died! (thank goodness that 
didn’t happen to my babies!) 
 
By attending the meetings, going on bus trips, and visiting members gardens and 
gathering information, I was able to  buy some and then I removed the labels, not 
realising that I would need to know the name if I wanted to sell a “pup”! So, over  
the 5 years I have been a member I have gained a lot of knowledge and do enjoy the 
gardens that the members kindly open for us. 
 
However, I guess nothing will surpass my absolute surprise and delight to win the 
first ticket in the raffle on our own Show Day 24/10, I won 5 beautiful ‘broms’. And 
then to cap it all off to win the ‘Overall Winner” in the competition and to bring 
home the beautiful trophy (donated by Rolly Reilly) for a year. I was truly 
overwhelmed and felt very humble. 
 
I want to give my thanks to all who worked so hard to make  the show a success in 
every field. 
 
And now I must get back in to the garden to see where I am going to put my prizes! 
 
 
 
 
 
The first garden we visited was Karen and Paul Van Tol’s garden in Burleigh 
Waters. This was a lovely display of a very wide selection of plants growing in 
perfect conditions, with shade cloth and pebbles and some interesting containers. It  

My First Meeting. 
By Pamela Newling 

Our second field day 
13 September 2009 
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ribbons and awards.  Congratulations. 
 
Thank you all for your participation in supplying plants for our display and I look 
forward to other displays at Mt. Coot-tha next year. 
 

Narelle Aizlewood. 
 
 

***************************************** 
HERE’S A HINT. 

BY Bea Hanson 
 
 
If you have a brom that should but doesn’t flower don’t give up. I have 
proved there is always hope! 
 
For years I have had a Tillandsia multicaulis that has been an erratic 
flowerer. Friends have brought their plants in each year and shown them off 
on our competition table but I could be sure if mine would oblige or not. The 
first year I had it I got one inflorescence: it then decided enough was enough 
and produced four pups. 
 
I took them off and potted them and they grew well. I looked forward to 
having at least two of them flower. Did they? No, indeed. Members brought 
their plants to the meetings - all sporting from two to four lovely orange-red 
spikes, but not mine! 
 
By now I was fed up so I took the biggest plant and re-potted it. I put it 
amongst a lot of other broms and told it to see what it could do. It was hosed 
along with every thing  else but otherwise I forgot about it. Then one day as I 
passed by I saw something bright, went over, and there was a Till. 
multicaulis with nine spikes! 
 
Never was a plant moved to a better place in such a short time. So members, 
never give up. No doubt your persistence will be rewarded as well worth a 
try, don’t you think. 
 
Acknowledgement to Bea Hanson. Courtesy of the Journal of Bromeliad 
Soc. Jan/Feb/ 1994. 



 

 

  Page 11                               Bromlink   Christmas Edition   2009 

REPORT OF THE DISPLAY AT THE B.S.Q. SHOW MT. COOT-THA 
 
 
I would like to sincerely thank John and Genny Catlan, Monica and Colin Mead, 
Mal and Michelle Cameron and Neville Ryan for helping with the great display at 
the recent Queensland Bromeliad Society Show at the Auditorium at Mt. Coot-tha 
on the 7 & 8  November. The quality of plants bought along for the display was 
excellent; and we were able to very capably fill our allocated space.  I am sure that 
all G.C.S. & B. Soc. members who visited the show would have been as proud of 
our display as I was. 
 
John and Genny supplied a very large specimen of Alcantarea brasiliana, and 
beautiful specimens of Orthophytum burle-marxii and Orthophytum glabrum all of 
which attracted a lot or very positive comments and interest from the members of 
the general public. 
 
Mal and Michelle supplied a large number of plants for the display and some of 
these were Vriesea Elfie var. Natasha, Vriesea Skelton,  Aechmea blanchetiana  - 
yellow form,  Aechmea Fia,and Aechmea Fia variegata, Aechmea Alverez, 
Guzmania Georgia, Guzvriesea ‘Red Rain’,  Neoregelia Midnight Moment, 
Neoregelia Bang – which is a variegated form of Neoregelia carcharodon,  
Neoregelia Blast Furnace, and a lovely form of Nidularium Nat de Leon. 
 
Neville Ryan supplied a wonderful Tillandsia display with various forms of 
Tillandsia tectorum, various forms of Tillandsia lorentziana, Tillandsia stricta – 
large form, Tillandsia arhiza, Tillandsia funckiana,  Tillandsia Victoria, Tillandsia 
Leopard, Tillandsia Pink Truffles, Tillandsia palacea and three mixed varieties of 
Tillandsia fasciculata.  Tillandsia arhiza was fortunately flowering at the time of 
the display.  This is a rarer Tillandsia and has blue Tillandsia duratii type flowers 
which are highly perfumed.  Neville imported this particular plant from Birdrock 
Tropicals in the U.S.A. 
 
Monica Mead also supplied a large number of plants for the display.  These 
included -  Neoregelias Jaws, Merinda, Pink Debbie, Purple Star, Donna, Bob’s 
Baby, Neoregelia Two Tone X Neoregelia Painted Lady and a very large specimen 
of Neoregelia Moby Dick,  Guzmanias Neon, Orange Ade, Puna Gold, Luna, and 
Lemon Blush, Vriesea Kea Alii, Vriesea gruberi, Vriesea gigantea var seideliana, 
and Vriesea hieroglyphica,  Aechmea orlandiana and Quesnelia edmundoi. 
 
Both Mal and Michelle Cameron and Greg and Narelle Aizlewood entered in the 
judged plant competition at the Show and both were awarded for the efforts with   
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was a very convivial group of members who partook of a delicious morning 
tea before driving on to our next garden. 
 
This was John and Pam Gaddes’ garden on acreage in Nerang. The garden 
was on a gentle slope with paths leading past palms, ornamental trees and of 
course under planted with a huge variety of bromeliads. It was a pleasure to 
sit on the lawn with our lunch listening to the birds singing and the lovely 
perfume from the garden. 
 
The whole day was so relaxing and therapeutic. We are indeed a fortunate 
club to have such kind members and a committee dedicated to providing a 
source of interest for us. 
 

Pamela Newling. 
 
 

************************************* 
 

 
NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS  REGARDING AN INCREASE IN ANN UAL 

SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2010 
 
AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN SEPTEMBER A MOTION WAS PUT TO 
THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP AND VOTED AND APPROVED BY THE MEMBERS, 
THAT THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FEES FOR THE GOLD COAST SUCCULENT 
AND BROMELIAD SOCIEY INC. BE INCREASED TO $40.00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP AND $25.00 PER SINGLE MEMBERSHIP. 
 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR CONSTITUTION, FEES ARE REQUIRED TO BE PAID 
BY 1 JANUARY 2010.  ANY RENEWAL PAYMENTS RECEIVED AFTER THIS DATE 
WILL INCUR A $5.00 LATE RENEWAL FEE. 
 
MEMBERS ALSO NOT FINANCIAL BY THE 1 JANUARY 2010 WILL RECEIVE NO 
FURTHER EDITIONS OF THE BROMLINK AND ALSO WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO 
SELL PLANTS AT THE MEETINGS OR SALES DAYS. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

  Page 5                                   Bromlink    Christmas Edition  2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been called many things; the common name is fly-speck scale. Grace Goode 
calls it “The scourge of bromeliads”, we agree once we have had our plants infested. 
· This fly-speck scale has not been found on other plants, only bromeliads. 
· It is different to all other scale we may have seen on other plants. 
· Bromeliads are different to most other plants in that they feed through their 

leaves. 
· If you have them on tillandsias, vrieseas and/or guzmanias, you have a big 

problem. 
· Scale sprays available at supermarkets are not usually suitable as the contain 

large quantities of white oil. This will block the stomata’s on bromeliads and 
choke them. 

· They are insects which crawl; they attach themselves to the plant and suck. 
They secrete a black hard protective cover and lay eggs. In spring and 
summer they hatch, one female will release up to 100 eggs!! 

· Do not scrape them off, you will release the eggs into the leaf bases and come 
summer you will have hundreds of them on your plants. 

· It is irresponsible to scrape them off and sell, or even give the plant away. 
· If you have just a few insects, you may choose to kill them by touching each 

one with a cotton swab dipped in insecticide or rubbing alcohol. If you have 
lots you have more work. You need to smother the insect. 

· Spray - Bob Smythe of Townsville has concocted a toxic free spray;  
For 1 litre, mix 50 ml each of Canola oil, Sil detergent and white vinegar,                      
balance water. Canola  oil and Sil are biodegradable. Spray the plant in the evening 
and wash it off next morning before the sun is on it.  
· Toxic Sprays - Some members chose to use ’Defender scale & insect spray’, 

and others prefer ’Natrasoap’. 
· If you use any toxic spray granules remember if it kills insects, they can kill 

you! Abide by the manufacturers safety instructions. The granules will give 
off a gas when watered, do not inhale. Use gloves and a mask. 

· Whatever you use remember safety first - you can always get another 
bromeliad but we cannot get another you -  You are unique! 

· Sometimes it is best to donate  the infested plant to the council, via the 
wheelie bin, or cut the mother off you will get a pup from the stump, but 
watch it for hatchlings.  

SCALE - Gymnaspis aechmea 
By Lyn Hudson 
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REPORT ON THE  POPULAR VOTE COMPETITION HELD ON SAT URDAY 24. 
OCTOBER 2009. 

 
I was very pleased to see a good number of plants entered by members at our Popular Vote 
Competition held on Saturday 24 October at our large Annual Show and Plant Sales Day. 
 
There were more categories for entry this year. 
 
Winners of the classes are listed below. 
Succulents. 
Class 1 -- Norma Fleet -- Euphorbia decaryi 
Class 2 --  Ruth Dickson -- Silver ball cactus (mammilaria) 
Class 3 --  Carol Evans  --  parodia apricus 
Class 4 --  Monica Mead – haworthia 
Bromeliads. 
Class 1 --  Josie Underhill  --  Tillandsia Creation 
Class 2 --  Jeanette Henwood  --  Vriesea ospinae 
Class 3 --  Karin Van Tol – Guzmania Star Fire 
Class 4  --  Pamela Newling  --  Neophytum Galactic Warrior. 
Class 5  --  Josie Underhill  --  Billbergia Domingos martins x amoena minor 
Class 6 --  John and Pam Gaddes  --  Aechmea tessmanii Rubra 
Class 7 --  Karin Van Tol  --  Neoregelia Jaws 
Class 8 --  Karin Van Tol  --  Neoregelia shelldance 
Class 9  --  Kathleen Henderson  --  Deuterocohonia brevifolia 
Class 10 -- Kathleen Henderson  --  Dyckia Sun Tan 
Class 11 -- Judith Collier  --  Billbergia Hallelujah 
Class 12 -- Carol Evans. --  Ursulaea Macvaughii 
 
All plants were scored on a popular vote by members and the Overall Winner for the “Roly 
Reilly Perpetual Trophy” was Pamela Newling with Neophytum Galactic Warrior 
 
Winner of the “Kathleen Henderson Perpetual Trophy” was Monica Mead in Class 4 with a 
bowl garden of haworthia 
 
Winner of the “Tom and Marilyn Rivett – Judges Choice Trophy” was judged by Neville 
Ryan and went to Kathleen Henderson with Dyckia Sun Tan. 
 
I personally would like to congratulate every member who entered plants for the 
competition.  The quality of the plants were of a high standard and I am sure were 
appreciated and well received by the members of the public who viewed them. 
 
I also would like to thank Jeanette Henwood for her help and support in her capacity as Plant 
Registration Clerk.  It was a very encouraging exercise and I look forward to the same next 
year.                                                                            

By Narelle Aizlewood. 
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The day dawned brilliantly fine on Sat 31st of October for our coach trip to 
bay side Brisbane. Jim our constant driver opted to miss his day off to drive 
us again. Thank you Jim baby! 
 
First garden to visit at Redland Bay was one of our own members Tracey 
Renn, who with her helpers made us feel so welcome with a delicious 
morning tea, cup cakes fruit cake and many others. The garden was so 
colourful. A sprawling Poinciana tree gave just enough protection to vivid 
Neo’s and Aechmea’s. Tracey had areas of Corylines and day lily’s. She had 
also organised a raffle and several gifts found new homes among our 
members, we did so enjoy our time here.  
 
Onto another garden at Victoria Point home to Mal and Michelle Cameron 
also members. Huge numbers of perfect broms, neo’s  aechmea’s, 
guzmanias, literally hundreds in a large beautiful garden and pool  area 
where we had our lunch under a large entertaining area. Lots of plants for 
sale and members took the opportunity to buy such high quality plants. 
Michelle and her friends provided  cakes scones and pikelets, we were so 
spoilt. A huge amount of work has been done over several years to obtain 
this standard, leaving us  all in awe of Mal and Michelle’s dedication. We all 
obtained a plant from a raffle, some unusual  aechmea’s  among them. 
 
Our last visit certainly not the least was at Anne McBurnie and Philip Beards 
home set on  1 ½ acres at Capalaba  which has evolved in only six years. 
Anne took time to give several  guided tours of this large property pointing 
out unusual  trees and shrubs making this a garden of a large range of plants. 
Many plant sales here also, plus a raffle run by Narelle with all members 
getting a plant and the proceeds going to our club. Anne and helpers  
provided a super afternoon tea, the best scones in Brizzie! 
 
On our last coach trip this year we are so grateful to the kindness of these 
wonderful people who share their gardens with us. Goodbye 09 bring on the 
double digits! 

Our last bus trip for 2009. 
By Norma Feet 
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· Keep infested plants away from your collection, they spread by 
walking, falling, get blown by the wind and from clothing. 

· Before  treating, empty out the plant, clean out any debris and allow it 
to dry. Spray thoroughly and leave it for a day without watering. Check 
it after 10 days; it may need to be retreated. 

· Get the plant in good light to test it and if you wear spectacles, have 
them on! It is dead when you scrape it with a fingernail and it does 
not leave a wet trail behind. 

· Keep checking your plants, one infested plant can spread through the 
lot. 

           
Acknowledgement to W.A  Bromeliad Newslink June/July 2002 

 
 

************************************ 
 
 
 
 
 
What it lacks in size, Tillandsia crocata makes up for in fragrance. Although 
it is only 3 to 4 inches tall, pound for pound, this interesting little tillandsia 
has to be the fragrance champion of the bromeliad family. 
 
Some liken its fragrance to carnations, others to roses, and Victoria Padilla 
once described it as having an aroma like cinnamon. To me it smells like a 
florist shop. The oversized (for the plant), bright yellow flowers would be 
sure to draw your attention even if the fragrance didn’t. 
 
It’s home is on rocky cliffs in Southern Brazil, Uruguay, Argentine and 
Bolivia. The small, stiff, arching channelled leaves are heavily coated with 
trichomes giving the plant a silvery appearance. It will eventually form large 
clumps. 
 
Article courtesy Journal of Bromeliad Society International, Sept/Oct, 2001. 

Tillandsia crocata 
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LOOKING BACK OVER 2009. 

Arriving at Stockland nursery 
Caboolture. 

Alcantareas at Stocklands 
March 2009  

Viewing how they grow 
seedlings at Stocklands. 

On arrival at Ningi (BribieIsland) Lunch time at Ningi Spending up big at Ningi. 

Wandering thru the shade house at Ningi Barb & Julies B’Day cake. 

Time to go home. 
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 LOOKING BACK OVER 2009 

Pool & Garden at Tom & 
Kay Norris’s. 

Tom Norris guarding his 
plants! 

The boys cooking up a feast at 
Tom & Kay’s!  YUM 

Greg & Narelle winners of aware of 
merit for best Pitcairnioideaea at 
B.S.Q.show Mt. Coot-tha. Michelle & Mal Cameron Blue 

ribbon winners at B.S.Q. show Mt. 
Coot-tha. 

G.C.S.&B. Display at Mt. Coot-tha 

Winners again! 
Blue Ribbon award 
for Billbergias. 


