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The aims of the society shall be:

(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, abul
promote the culture and development of the
succulents and bromeliads.

(B) To acquire and disseminate information regardjn
these plants and to encourage their protioc
and propagation.

(C) To ban totally from our collection any such piés
which become noxious.

(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dang
of cultivating certain noxious species.

(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, andhet
events, and to make such publications es @eemed
desirable.

(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint ooanect
ourselves with similar bodies or societies.

(G) To make seeds and plants available to members
under the control of the Society.

(H) To foster family membership and members.
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Neo.'Gee Whiz' - showing pup
malformation because of ‘smothering
effect’ of the parent’s leaves
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il
\W}‘& DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2008
/,_&
DATE EVENT
MAY 24 General Meeting, Uniting Church, Robina.
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m. Meeting begins 1.00 p.m.
JUNE 28 General Meeting, Uniting Church, Robina.
Beginners 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m.
JULY 26 General Meeting, Uniting Church, Robina.
Plant sales 12.00 p.m. Meeting begins 1.00 p.m.
AUGUST 2 & 3 Overnight bus trip to Sunshine Coast.

AUGUST 14, 15 &
16

Tweed Centro Display and Sales

AUGUST 23

General Meeting, Uniting Church, Robina.
Beginners 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 27

General Meeting, Uniting Church, Robina.
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m. Meeting begins 1.00 p.m.
CENT AUCTION TODAY.

OCTOBER 4 Open Day John and Genny Catlan, 17 Pelican Paradg,
Jacobs Well and also John and Bev Collins, Hengest
Jacobs Well

OCTOBER 11 Second Bus Trip for 2008 to Wavell Heights and Caips
(more info on this trip at a later date — marls ttiate on
your calendar.

OCTOBER 25 Popular Vote Competition.

Neo.'Morado’ rubber
band markers show whefe
to sever pups.

Neo.‘Morado’ showing
freshly-potted pup

Neo.‘Morado’ showing
two pups in front of
mother plant.

Neo.‘Morado’ showing
severed pup
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does not, try some more tugging).
» Check that the pup has a firm, rather than $@se. If it is not firm, then
leave it to grow on the plant for a while longer.
Slide a knife blade (a serrated one that is 105t@rh long is often a
good choice) gently down between the plant angthpe Gently tilt the
pup away from the plant, so the blade can sliderdalithe way.
 Cut the pup off with a steady, sawing action. Yoay have to apply some
force, when you are sawing, as the “connectiontpaen be quite thick and
hard. (The photograph on p. 14 shows the point efeance for a
Neoregelia'Morado’ pup). Gradually tilting the pup further ay from the
plant as you are sawing often helps.
* When sawing, check the “length” of the saw strakethat you do not
damage an adjacent pup or the parent plant.
* Periodically dip the knife blade in a concentdatdeach solution so as to
minimise the chances of disease being spread. Wadinife in water before
using it again.
» Bromeliads will often produce several pups ainzet so repeat the steps
outlined previously until you have harvested alk thups that are large
enough to be removed.
* Remove any dead or dying leaves, and then plecedrent plant back into
its pot, “top up” the potting mix, and fertilisedlplant with a continuous
release fertiliser. Treat the plant as if it wa gour “pride and joy” and it
will normally produce at least one, and maybe sayenore batches of pups.
» Pot the pup using your normal potting mix, busume it is firmly held in
the mix. Otherwise, its growth is likely to be sldat best).
* The pup can normally be planted to a depth o$rhafl pup) to 5 (large
pup) cm in the mix without running the risk of mtcurring. (Pups can be
potted deeper than these suggestions into verlyfdeaining mixes such as
pine bark chunks). If the pup is unstable, hoid position with bamboo
stakes. The photograph on p. 14 shows a firmlyepdteoregeliaMorado’
pup.
* Pups can be removed during the warmer monthiaiy mid October to
mid March, although some people avoid the hottast @f this period. (Pups
removed during the cooler months will, typicallygtrgrow while it is cool
and may rot).
With acknowledgement to Bob Reilly. Reprinted fBnomeliaceaesept/Oct
2007.

JulyAugust 2008

To be continued in next issue of Bromlink.
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NOVEMBER | Southport Centro Display and Sales.
6,7, &8
NOVEMBER |Annual General Meeting. Christmas Party and RaaatfRaffle.
22

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER
Raffle.

Roly Soegaard will be speaking to us on the topic o
Cryptanthus.

Greg Aizlewood will be speaking on the Plant of the
Month — Billbergias.

Arnold and Phyllis James will be guest speakerthen
Topic of Plant of the Month — Miniature Neorégellohn Catlan
will be speaking thie Foliage Vrieseas.

For something different we will try a Interchangeikshop
where members willdgart at four different activities.

Competition Show — Display and Sales Day for the
Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc.

Annual General Meeting. Christmas Party and GialantP
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¢ ¥% lant of the month. A reminder to all members if you also have
¢/ a good specimen from the nominated genera, pleas®idhesitate
to bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t necadly have to be in
flower, we also grow for their foliage.

July Billbergias, Pitcarinias, Cerepegias, Hoyas,
Nidulariums and Agaves.
August Billbergias, Foliage Vrieseas, Catopsis and Mimatu
Neoregalias.
September Billbergias and Guzmanias.
October Vrieseas, Neoregalias, Nidulariums, Guzmanias gnd
Crassulaceae.
November Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents.
PROGRAMME FOR GENERAL
MEETINGS COMING UP OVER THE
NEXT FEW MONTHS.
JULY Roly Soegaard - “Roly’s Tips™
Narelle Aizlewood will tathn Nidulariums.
Main Speaker - Greg Aizlewowill speak on Billbergias.
AUGUST Roly Soegaard - “Roly’s Tips”.

John Catlan will speak oliaige Vrieseas.
Main Speaker - Arnold and/lt James will speak on topic
Plant of the month - MinieguNeoregalia.
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Vegetative Propagation
By Bob Reilly.

Bromeliads have several vegetative propagation armesims. (A few
bromeliads, mainly tillandsias, can only reprodtloeugh seed. Most people
will not encounter these plants.) The mechanisras ar

* Producing pups from the plant’s base,

* Producing pups from the plant’s upper

stem,

* Producing adventitious pups from the

plant’s base,

* Through underground rhizomes to which

new plants are attached.

Some people prefer not to remove pups. Instead, alew the plants to
form clumps, which can look very attractive. Whileis is your choice,
generally speaking, more pups will be obtainedoti yemove them and pot
them up separately.

By far the most common situation is where pupseafiem “buds” at the
base of the plants lower leaves. Once they aretlure to one half of the
parent plant’s size, (taking into account both theight and width) then
they can be removed (pups removed at an earlige staly grow very
slowly). If you delay too long in removing the pupissome bromeliads, then
the pup’s leaves can become malformed — see thegraph

of aNeoregelid'Gee Whiz” plant and pup on p. 14.

Until you have gained some experience in removingsp the following
approach is recommended:

* Many bromeliads have small spines on their lealfg®ur skin comes into
contact with them, then it will be scratched. Soy ynay wish to wear long
leather gloves when you are handling these plants.

* Tip the plant out of its pot. (This makes it exgb see what you are doing
and “work” on the plant.)

* Remove any leaves that obscure the point whexeotip joins the plant.
(Leaves can be removed easily by tearing the ledfalf, length-wise and
then tugging each half in a side-to-side motiore Tdaf will normally come
away easily from the plant. If it
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4. Watering schedules

* Many of the hardy bromeliads can get by with gewatered once a month in
winter and once a fortnight in summer, provided gb around the plant’s roots is
thoroughly wetted when you do water them. Some bfiaas can survive on even
less water, but they will not look their best.

* If you can, keep the “wells”, (formed by the briad’'s inner leaves), full of
water.

* If you give the bromeliads a bit more shade thammal, then they will need less
water.

5. More information
 Contact the Bromeliad Society of
Queensland website:
www.bromsqueensland.com
The Society has biannual shows at Mt Coot-tha wiyere can purchase a wide
range of bromeliads such as those described hedeplatain free advice on how to
grow them.
With acknowledgment to Bromeliaceae Nov/Dec 2007
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Teamwork.

There are four people named Everybody, Somebodybday and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and Everybadyasked to do it.
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. Adyboould have done
it but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about thetause it was
Everybody’s job. Everybody thought that Anybody kcbdo it but Nobody
realised that Everybody wouldn't do it. It endedthat Everybody blamed
Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could haveedo

HitHHHHH

A four-year old boy attending Sunday school forfirg time was asked by
his teacher if he knew who Jesus was.

‘Yes | know’, he excitedly replied, ‘That's who Daylyells at when he is
mad!’
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[ DETAILS OF OTHER SOCIETY SHOWS/EVENTS FOR 2008 ]

AUGUST 29, 30 and 31Gold Coast Show, Parklands Show Grounds.

OCTOBER 11 and 12 Wavell Heights Spectacular -- Display and Sales o
Bromeliads

NOVEMBER 8 and 9 Bromeliad Society of Queensland -- Spring Show
Mt. Coot-tha.

On May 8,9 & 10th, we conducted our sales & dis@apouthport Centro.
This event was well organised by our members &ssaiere average for this
centre.

Our May meeting, held on the 24th was attended dyn@mbers and 11
visitors. We enjoyed Neville’s talk on TillandsiaRolly’s handy hints,

Kathleen speaking on Sanservierias followed by KeFate identifying

unnamed plants. Our version of the “big Afternocga™ which was most
enjoyable thanks to the members who donated caleesakbowed us to

forward a cheque for $150 to the Cancer Council.

Our guest speaker for the afternoon was Steve Ridux spoke on various
aspects of horticulture.

On June 28th we held our meeting with 91 membedsi&nvisitors present.
This was a good attendance considering a nhumb&uobfmembers were
enjoying themselves in Cairns attenmding the Walshference. Neville
spoke on his favourite subject.. Tillandsias, folal by Tom Norris

outlining our plan regarding a ‘Future DevelopmEohd’ and then the ever
popular ‘handy hints’ by Rolly. After an enjoyabbdternoon tea Roly
returned with a very informative talk on Cryptarghu

As President | was very pleased with the mannewhich the plant sales
were conducted. A number of members, each doingle lcontributed to

this part of our meeting flowing smoothly. Keephe good work!

Looking forward to seeing you at our July meeting.
Graeme Bullen.
President.
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News from our Library.

Books for Sale.

Bromeliads: A Cultural Manual. $5.00 A greatkat this price!

Bromeliads: A guide to the beautiful Neoregal@Shane Zaghini — Only
2 copies left. $15.00 ea.

Bromeliads: The Connoisseur’s Guide by Andrew i&&ee— Only 2 copies
left. $15.00 ea.

Bromeliad Cultivation Notes by Lyn Hudson. $7.50 ea
Metal Society Badges — $5.00 ea.

Stick on Plant Sales Labels. 20 for $1.00

Library Books.

Library books are available on loan fame (1) month only. There are a wide
range of books on succulents and bromeliads aveifab loan and Barb
would be very happy to help you select an intemgstiook or folder of
journals from other societies to read during theatho

Please remember to return your selection the fatiguwnonth so someone
else can enjoy it as much as you did.

Barb Adams, Librarian.
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Saving Water with
Bromeliads

(They discovered tanks before we did!)

There are over 5,000 bromeliad varieties and hgbfiittey come in a wide

range of shapes, sizes and colours. Many are draolghant and are well adapted
to sub-tropical and tropical climates. Some tipsriake the most of these hardy,
colourful plants when water is scarce are:

1. Plant selection

* The hardiest bromeliads have relatively thickarti leaves, or have leaves
heavily covered in silver “scurf”. Bromeliads within leaves, which can be easily
bent, are less hardy.

* Widely grown hardy bromeliads includaechmeas, alcantareafyreat for
situations where you want plants that grow to @veretre)billbergias, neoregelias
(very popular, colourful, low-growing bromeliadshcatillandsias (these can be
hung on walls and fences).

2. Growing tips

» Use a larger pot rather than a smaller one, agtant will need watering less
frequently.

» Use a potting mixture which has plenty of orgamiatter and water crystals in it.

* Many bromeliads can be grown on the ground, iten which drains readily
such as fine pine bark. They will often need leasawthan those grown in pots.

 If you take the spout off the end of your watgrican, it is earlier to fill the
bromeliads “well” or “tank” (formed by the plantianer leaves), and water the soil
underneath their leaves. This reduces the amoumaisr

you need.

3. Alternative water sources

» Bromeliads like rainwater, so use it in prefeeim town water.

 Many of the hardy bromeliads such meoregeliasand acechmeascan be
watered, without ill effects, using the final ringeater from clothes’ washing
machines.

 If you use other sources of grey water, re-pet ptants at yearly intervals to
minimise salt build up in the pots.
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Monster Raffle drawn 7th June at Cairns Society
Meeting

Congratulations to our three members who won apriz

Blanchetiana red form. — Viv Duncan, Brisbane
Blanchetianared form — Bromeliad Societystt Aust
“Blooming Bromeliads” — John Crawford, Gold Coad
$100 Olive Branch Bromeliads — Dale Stevens, swille
$50 Bob Hudson Tillandsias — Cheryl Weaver, GdlCoast

$50 Bunnings Voucher from Brian Surman — Jefftagnes, Cairns
DeBortoli wine pack — Bromeliad Society of $bst
CD Bromeliad Encyclopaedia — Dave Weston, Gairn
Pineapple pack Ige — Elaine Asher, Cairns
6 WBC18 mugs — Paul Collins, Hunter Valley
Towel Set (Margaret Draddy) — Viv Duncan, Baslke
. Towel Set (Margaret Draddy) — Bromeliad Societysth Aust
Gardening Pack — Elizabeth Gill, Gladstone
Pineapple pack — Dawn Williams, Fraser Coast
Port + 2 glasses — Leslie Willis
. WBC item pack — Cherie Thurston, Fraser Coast
. 2 bottles wine — Pat Robertson, Sunshine Coast
Garden Books — Marguerite Sexton, Cairns
Blender — Carol Sims, Gold Coast

Cackling Witch — Greg Oldano, Innisfail

Thank you to the sellers and buyers.
Lyn Hudson.
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18" World Bromeliad Conference, Cairns, 200’8.

Acknowledgment to Carol Evans for this article.

Visiting the newly planted Bromeliads in Cairns &oital Gardens whetted
my appetite, then arriving at Cairns Internatioitiditel to a spectacular
display of many genre heightened my anticipatiothisf Conference.

Finally, it was 4pm & the official opening by Kim @fris, a Cairns based
horticulturalist & designer of many local gardensci®y subdivisions, (with
Bob Hudson as MC, introducing other guest speakefg¢ were all
welcomed by Joyce Brehm, our BSI President, whoodhtced the BSI
Committee, then thanked Lynn Hudson and all inveblue organising this
event.

She presented “2008 Award of Excellence” to Gracede OAM, pioneer
of Bromeliads in Australia, for her promotion andybhdisation
achievementsomeone else received this award but | forget dunsen
Queuing from 6.30pm in anxious anticipation of RlI&ales opening, we
talked to a young lad from WA who was very keerxpand his bromeliad
collection which his father reckoned already strett their garden to the
limit.

The doors burst open, and the crush began. My d@aprocuring new
Billbergia dashed within seconds, so | opted toaexpmy Aechmea and
Pitcairnia collections. Before long my plastic bagsl arms were full and |
joined the conga line towards the over-worked caspisters. Quick
comparing of purchases with my Bundaberg friench th&ck into the throng
for more “treasures”.

Friday seminar began without me unfortunately bwtak in time for Vic
Przetocki’'s lecture on hybridising. The colour hehiaved with some
Neoregelia hybrids was superb. Despite the ladigbfing | did make notes
on some of his successful crossings.

After morning tea Christy Brenner took us “flyinggh” over the Venezuelan
Tepuis; showing interesting pictures of variouscge growing “au natural”.
| knew of Tillandsia, Pitcairnia, Aechmea and Veasbut Brocchinia &
Connellia were new species to my vocabulary. Arandp big and bold like
Aechmea | want some in my garden!

For a total change of pace and place after lunckvere transported by Herb
Plever to his New York apartment where he very sssfully grows many
Bromeliad species. He also informed of suitablélizers for superb indoor
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growth and remedies for pests, fungus and rot. phastes wherever you are
you can have beautiful bromeliads!

Aluminium foil proved a very useful commodity foxtea light reflection.
Although | only have 3, the next speaker, Larryo@k, inspired me as his
knowledge of Cryptanthus was mind-blowing. | wantedush to the sales
room and buy, buy, buy. | was also interested &wgleat price those in the
auction that night would bring as they were verlpadul.

| skipped afternoon tea to visit the display roond a&heck on the award
winners; congratulations to all who were successhdluding Gold Coast
Society members. Bill. “Groovy” was especially aplieg.

The last speaker for the day was Chester Skotakresides in Costa Rica
and who instantly had me thinking of ways to wrangltrip. He moved from
the safety of Naples, Florida, to the uncertairftosta Rica because of his
love of bromeliads shows dedication and maybe dweihardiness. And
thank heavens for us he did as his lecture wasratgmal and motivating.
The accompanying slides of species and his gardee fantastic. To have
access to his “rubbish tip” would be a bromophilggsadise. Our thanks to
him for the array of unusual and colourful Ananasilable to us today. |
spent some hours of my train journey enthralledhisynovel “Searching for
Miss Fortuna”.

The auction was an eye-opener for me. Having théufde to bid $4,500 for
a variegated Alcantarea was astounding, but theweaye; you want it, you
pay! The second one offered sold for a mere $2100!

Unfortunately, the night was getting on so we ledfore all Cryptanthus
were auctioned.

Up with the sparrows on Saturday to visit Rusty’arkéts before the day’s
seminar. Luckily we were early as the first speaker own John Catlan,
started 15 minutes early. What an excellent infaivedecture on so many
aspects of bromeliad cultivation, accompanied byuperb slide-show
(thanks Greg); inner leaf colour, sun tanning, tligtushing, ring spot,
discolour, fingernail markings, blood water. | lead so, so much and was
able to pass some of this new-found knowledgeftlaw train traveller on
the way home.

| was most interested in Robert Kopfstein’s lectume Ed Hummel’'s
hybridising as some of the first bromeliads | baugbkre “Hummels”.

The final speaker was Peter Bak, with an inforneatialk, and slides, on
their huge hybridising and propagation facilityNetherlands.
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If only we were permitted to use watering systegesra

The bus tour of four private gardens; at Trinity)Kk&warra Beaches & Cairns
suburbs, and a guided tour of the bromeliad gardetise Botanical Gardens
with Graham Byrne made me very envious of thisdsint climate in which

Bromeliads and colourful foliage plants thrive.

Being able to buy an ursulaea, flowering in theefodisplay, from the

Botanical Gardens was very special. | just hoplrives and gives me the
same spectacular display.

The finale of the Conference was the banquet amditalelight we sat at the
same table as Larry Giroux and Stephen Hoppin fRbonida who, apart

from bromeliads were very knowledgeable on cagedl general birds of

their areas.

A most pleasant evening, with a scrumptious arfajegsert to finish off the

meal.

| have many pictures, which need captions, as engeent reminder of a
wonderful 18' WBC Conference.

New Orleans in 2010 or not? That is the question!

More articles to be published in the next editioBmmlink.
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Members who have access tg
the internet, don't forget to
check out our wonderful web
site www.bromlink.org.au

% ell, buy/swap -

WANTED : Mini
Neoregalias; Bits ‘n’
Pieces, Pink Stars (unreg)
Mini Misso, Lili Marlene,
Strawberry Cream.

Phone Rosie and Rob
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General Meetings are held
everyfourth (4th) Satur-
day of the month at The
Robina Uniting Church, 4
Greenwich Crt; Robina,

Kelly, 55392505




