The aims of the society shall be:

(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to
promote the culture and development of the
succulents and bromeliads.

(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding
these plants and to encourage their production
and propagation.

(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants
which become noxious.

(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers
of cultivating certain noxious species.

(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other
events, and to make such publications as are deemed
desirable.

(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect
ourselves with similar bodies or societies.

(G) To make seeds and plants available to members
under the control of the Society.

(H) To foster family membership and members. MarCh = April 2009
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[Advertise Here }

CRYPTANTHUS!
CRYPTANTHUS!
COME SEE MY PLANTS AT
11 MOOREA CRT; PACIFIC
PINES.

Specialising in Cryptanthus.
Cryptanthus Starter kits
available.

Ph: 55027701 Roly Soegaard.

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS
of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET
(near Mullumbimby) Large range
of bromeliads. Agents for Deroos
Exotic plant of Belgium & Andrew
Maly's KIWI COLLECTION
VRIESEAS. Visitors welcome by
appointmentP.0266845374.
F.0266845168. email:
plants@ausbroms.com.au
Website: www.ausbroms.com.au

This Space Available

Would you like to advertise
in our Journal?

$20 for 2 Months - Life of
ONE publication, or $100 per
annum
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THE DASH BETWEEN THE YEARS

| read of a man who stood to speak

At the funeral of a friend.

He referred to the dates on his tombstone
From the beginning.....to the end.

He noted that first came his date of birth
And spoke the following date with tears,
But he said what mattered most of all

Was the “dash” between the years. (1933-1999)

For that “dash” represents all the time
That he spent alive on earth

And only those who loved him

Know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own;
The cars...the house...the cash,
What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our “dash”.

So think about this long and hard

Are there things you'd like to change?
For you never how much time is left,
That can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough

To consider what's true and real.

And always try to understand

The way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger,

And show our appreciation more
And love the people in our lives
Like we’ve never loved before

If we treat each other with respect.
And more often wear a smile
Remembering that this special dash
Might only last a little while.

So, when your eulogy’s being read

With your life’s actions to rehash

Would you be proud of the things they say
About how you spent your “dash”?

The Dash © 1999 by Linda Ellis

CONTENTS

Dates for your diary.........ccoooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Page 1,2
Plantofthemonth...............coi i, Page 3
Program for guest speakers...........c.cooveiiiiiiiiinnennn. Page 4
Details of other Society shows/events for 2009......... Page 5

Field days. .. ..o e Page 6
President’'s Report........ccoooi it i Page 7
Notice to members re - Insurance Cover....................... Rage
Ananas Comosus Pineapple.............coooiiii i, Pa#é 9,
Member INterest SUINVEY........ocvviiiie i Page 11,12
Scale......./Z....... >~ ccc... ™\ LY A . Page 13,14
Library BOOKS.........cccuiiiimieiiiiiie e Page 14
SpPaniSh MOSS......coiiii Page 15,16
Bromeliad & Succulent Plant Sale...................coooeeen. Pd®

What about Cryptanthus?.............cccooooiiiiieeiiee e Page 17,18,19,20,21,22
New Members Jan/Feb.............coco i, Page 22
Qld. Cancer Foundation Gold Coin Day.................... Page 22

The Dash Between The Years..........coooovveiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn, Page 23
AVErtISE NErel... ..o Page 24

General meetings are held every 4th Saturday of the month at-
Robina Uniting Church, 4 Greenwich Crt; Robina.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2009

sery

DATE EVENT
March 14 First Bus Trip to Bruce Dunstan. Stockade Nur
Bellmere (Caboolture) then to Ningi (Bribie Island)
March 28 General Meeting Robina Uniting Church. Beginners
Class by Monica Mead1.30 a.m. Plant Sales
12.00 p.m.
CENT AUCTION DAY
April 4 Extra Sales Day. Uniting Church Hall, Greenwich
St; Robina.
April 25 General Meeting -- Robina Uniting Church
Plant Sale42.00 p.m. Meeting begin4d.00 p.m.
May 7,8,& 9 Southport Park Shopping Centre. Display & Sales
May 10 Our first field day for 2009 Tom and Kay Norris
8 Lakefield Crescent, Paradise Point
May 23 General Meeting Robina Uniting Church
Beginners Clas41.30 a.m. Plant Sale42.00 p.m.
Meeting begind.00 p.m.
Qld. Cancer Foundation Gold Coin Day.
May 23,24 Oasis Shopping Centre. Display & Sales.
June 27 General Meeting Robina Uniting Church
Plant Saled42.00 p.m. Meeting begind.00 p.m.
July 25 General Meeting Robina Uniting Church. Beginners

Classl11.30 a.m. Plant Sale42.00 p.m. Meeting
begins1.00 p.m.
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the temperate zones, limited by space and the teeguiovide protection
during the winter, cryptanthus have regained thepularity as smaller sized
and colorful plants with a wide variety of formsigpatterns.

Acknowledgement to Larry, “Author as re-written rirothe Proceedings
Book from the World Bromeliad Conference in Cak088.”

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhhkhkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkhkhkhkkkkkkkkkx

A warm welcome to our
New members for January/February, 2009

Ray and Laurel Louis Menagmd Anita Whittenbury
Pam and Garry Nibbs Michidepgood

Jeff and Gwenda Ising Waifeshannen
Bernadette Groves Roblarcer

Bob Barham eteSpinks

Robin Baker

We hope you enjoy learning more about BromeliadSw&culents from ol
meetings with our guest speakers, and look forw@kbeing you on our field
trips we organize through out the year.

=

Old. Cancer Foundation Fund Raiser.
May 23rd.

Don’t forget to make &0OLD COIN donation for
the Qld Cancer Foundation. Dig deep at afterngon
tea time for a very good cause.
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a brownish form with white scurfy barring and acthscurfy underside; and
C. zonatus v. viridiswhich may no longer exist in cultivation, thatakso
green with white barring and lacks the scurfy usikss of the leaves. The
variegated form of varfuscusis called ‘Nivea’ while the variegated var.
zonatuss named ‘Dennis Cathcart’.

The Unusual Species of Cryptanthus

Probably more so than any other bromeliad ge@ugytanthushas a greater
diversity of shapes and forms among the relatively speciesC. warasii
and leopoldo-horstiiare reminiscent of dyckias and hechti@s.lacerdae
‘Menescal’ has an appealing striped starfish sheiffe 3-6 foot long stolons
when grown in a hanging containet. beuckerihave stemmed, spoon-
shaped leaves with a marblized pattern. The “Glazigroup have narrow
leaves extending along the stems which branch. 3ghénch C. capitatus
rosette has a three inch across inflorescence mutinerous flowersC.
pseudoscaposysroduces flowers and offsets on a central staither than
on stolons. A plant o€. lutherianuscan have spear shaped, upright leaves
nearly 30 inches tall. The scurf, which covers shieface ofC. alagoanus
feels fuzzy to the touch

The Future of Cryptanthus

Intergenerics

There already exists several intergenetics of arypus with neoregelias,
aechmeas, billbergias, and orthophytums. The wagpen for passing on
some of the unique characteristics of cryptantbysdnts of other genera.
Hanging plants

In my opinion there are not enough hanging brordslidhe long stolons of
many cryptanthus species can convert many of ovorita plants into
hanging gardens.

Flowers

Hybridizers need to be encouraged to produce malafal and prominent
flowers. Plants with colorful foliage and flowerslivibe appreciated.

Hybrids
More colourful foliage with new patterns and undsapes and textures are
possible. With the average grower and especiatiyniefiad enthusiasts in
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2009 continued.

DATE EVENT

General Meeting Robina Uniting Church. Plant Sale]
12.00 p.m. Meeting beging.00 p.m.

[

August 22

September 26 General Meeting Robina Uniting Church. Beginners
Class11.30 a.m. Plant Sale42.00 p.m. Meeting beging
1.00 p.m.

CENT AUCTION TODAY.

October 17 Field day to John and Genny Catlan’s gardenl7 &elic
Parade, Jacobs Well.

October 18 G.C.S. & B. Soc. to do a display at Rosser Park for
Gardens Alive hosted by Gold Coast Regional
Botanical Gardens.

October 24 Annual Show Display and Plant Sales Competifion/
Popular Vote judged show.

October 31 Second Bus Trip for 2009 - Brisbane Bayside.
Garden 1 Tracey Renn at Redland Bay
Garden 2 Mal and Michelle Cameron at Victoria Pt.
Garden 3 Anne McBurnie at Capalaba.

November Southport Park Shopping Centre. Display & Sales

5,6,&7

Annual General Meeting / General Meeting, Christmas
Party and Large Plant Raffle Robina Uniting Church
Plant Sale42.00 p.m. Meeting begind.00 p.m.

November 28

%
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and decorations such as holiday wreaths and tFdesst are using them
more in their work and in ltaly they are used teatate graves. We are
seeing them more as entries in shows as hortiallamd artistic exhibits.
Plants can be grown outside in most areas andyaasiWed into the home
and even the garage for the colder seasons with M#le damage or
fatalities. The adaptation of cryptanthus to indcafture has made them

good specimen from the nominated genera, pleas®tbesitate to
bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t neceslyahave to be in
flower, we also grow for their foliage.

March g;ﬁ;?rnl}rmuss Tillandsias, Full sun Aechmeas and common houseplants in the northern climates througtine World.
April Cryptanthus, Tillandsias and Succulents. Select Cryptanthus Species
: : : Cryptanthus acauliThere are 4 distinct varieties, which have beetectdd
May Spotted Neoregalias, Orthophytums, Tillandsias gnd from the Rio de Janeiro area in the early 1800f@yTare probably extinct in
Variegated Bromeliads. this region today. Basically these are green abémraolor with and without
June A|Cantareas’ fo“age Vrieseas' Dyk|as’ Hech“ad’ an SCUI’f. As a S|ng|e SpeC|men p|am]’,yptanthus acaU“E not a Vel’y eXC|t|ng
Asterias. plant. Fortunatelyacaulis clumps quickly and is much more interesting in
mounds. The numerous cultivars discovered or deeeloin cultivation
July Billbergias, Pitcarinias, Cerepegias, Hoyas, make this group of plants much more desirable. &lesudeC.‘Whirligig'-
Nidulariums and Agaves. twisted leaves and numerous radial stolofs; ‘Variegata® — yellow
August Billbergias, Foliage Vrieseas, Catopsis, and Mimiak marg@nat@on and ceptral .variegatioﬁ:. ‘!\Iew Coster’s Favor.ite’ - pink
Neoregalias. margination and variegatior§. ‘Ulla Colin’ — central red variegatiorG.

‘Marion Oppenheimer’ — delicate, undulating-edgedvies with olive green
September Billbergias and Guzmanias and pink stripesC. ‘Grace’ (hamed for Grace Goode) — lime green dsav
with a very fine border of white and pink; a@d‘Café au Lait’ — coffee and
pink colored stripes.

October Vrieseas, Neoregalias, Nidulariums, Guzmanias gnd

Crassulaceae Cryptanthus marginatus For 100 years this species was known as the

November Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents ‘big” form of Cryptanthus bivittatus. It sported names like bivittatus
‘Major’ and ‘Grande’. Today we recognize several clones of C. marginatus;
each has varying intensity of rose and green cdl@teipes. There are
numerous cultivars of C. marginatus, which may learattractive than the

THANKS TO OUR President. original species. These are C. ‘Arlety’ — overaihkpleaves with central
Many thanks goes to our President Tom Norris fag| th green line; C. ‘Muriel Loose’ — a darker version'Aflety’; C. ‘Tropiflora’ —
donation of a hands free microphone. This will méfeso O{i.gi”ating > "’}JSpor,t O‘Lh‘A”ety’l’t itfrt‘.as pi”ﬁmﬁ ‘?'Lffijste,dc""“th green
: - stripes; and C. ‘Jeem’ — the result of tissue ¢ . ‘Arlety’.Cyptanthus
much ea_S|er for guest speakers and those doing a zonatushas contributed along wit@. fosterianusandC. burle-marxij to a
presentation. less degree, to the creation of nearly every barud#idzar in existence. There
Thanks Tom. are three varieties that have been collect&l zonatus v. zonatua green

form with silver barring and thick scurfy underssg€. zonatus v. fuscua
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Media It is essential that regardless which formula yee for your media,

it must hold moisture while allowing good drainad@é&e usual mix consists
of peat, perlite or sponge rock, and pinebark (leafd or compose can be
substituted). The actual portions depend on thaliions under which you

grow your plants and the availability of water. B&aoial additives include

tree fern fiber or coconut fiber for aeration, gmasand or clay pellets for
better drainage and charcoal for absorption of amanand toxins.

Water If a high peat containing mixture is allowed tqy dut, there will be
root damage and failure of water penetration. lhdimates like California
or regions with a “dry season”, grow these terralstrin plastic or glazed
ceramic pots, rather than plain clay pots to av@gid loss of media
moisture. A saucer kept full of water beneath ttantpallows for constant
moisture.

Fertilizer Many cryptanthus, especially those more heavilyrfed, do
poorly with foliar feeding. If using soluble prods¢ water the top of the
media or bottom feed. A 6-9 month, slow releasdepealype such as
Nutricote is preferred. If you use a capsule tybe Osmocote, because it is
heat sensitive, bury it or mix it with the media6A month formula used at
the beginning of the growing season, preferablthenspring is ideal. If you
are growing under lights or on a window stand, iiegsl can be year long.
The size of plants is closely related to amount fxtaduency of feedings.
With soluble fertilizers, quarter strength moreeaoftis better than greater
concentrations less often.

Light requirements largely depends on the specific species or hybrid.

Generally cryptanthus develop better color with Idav medium light
intensity. In southwest Florida we grow under 35g&0cent shade cloth or
under other plants and benches. Fading of the sabrthe leaves is the
major problem with too much light. It is not uncommto see cryptanthus
with “winter and summer” color variations with seaal light changes.

Uses of Cryptanthus

In spite of being terrestrials, it is surprisingshlmng cryptanthus can remain
out of their media. This characteristic has tem@ethe growers to grow
them epiphytically, although this is a bad idea aeldlom works out. Adults
and offsets can be used in arrangements in the bhodhéor events;
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z¢% rogram for Guest Speakers coming up over the maxt f
7 months.

MARCH:
Rob and Rosie Kelly to do a Power Point Presentatiotheir garden and
Bromeliads.

APRIL:
Bruce Dunstan will do a Power Point presentatiomisriatest trip to Peru.

MAY:
Mr. Barry Genn will travel to speak to us on “Tilldsias”

JUNE:
John Catlan will speak on the topic of “Foliageegeas”

JULY:
Arno King will give a power point presentation dridangered Bromeliads”

AUGUST:
Neville Ryan will be our speaker on the topic oflfandsias.”

SEPTEMBER:
Greg Aizlewood will introduce us to the “WonderiMorld of Billbergias”
(Plant of the Month)
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DETAILS OF OTHER SOCIETY
SHOWS / EVENTS FOR 2009

APRIL 10,11, 12 AND 13 “BROMADELAIDE”

APRIL 18 AND 19
Bromeliad Society of Queensland -- Autumn Show @tiot-tha

MAY 2 AND 3
Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society — Bromeliad Spatda -- Display and
Sales of Bromeliads. Community Centre, Millwell Rp&aroochydore.

AUGUST 28, 29, and 30
Gold Coast Show, Parklands Show Grounds.

OCTOBER 10 AND 11
Wavell Heights Spectacular -- Display and Safd8romeliads. Edinburgh
Castle Road, Wavell Heights.

NOVEMBER 7 AND 8
Bromeliad Society of Queensland -- Spring Show Giiot-tha.

If you have anything of intereg: how or where you grow your

plants or how you becameriggted in them do a small article for

the Bromlink. You don't hawelie an Author! You may even lik
to supply a photo of your garden with a few linbswat how it started.
Remember, it is your Newsletter and although a@si¢fom other societies are
interesting original ones froMOU our members will be just as interesting.
You can hand it to me at the meeting or post/etoalddress below.

65 4  Please have your articles to me no later thaigtiné/ay, 2009
S VY
~ \(2

D

brommad@optusnet.com.au
19 Garoona Gve;
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Although the “Golden Years” are over, todagyptanthuscontinues to be a
popular genus with growers wanting smaller plaplEnts that require less
care, plants providing color year

History of Cryptanthus

Cryptanthus species were discovered as early datth@8' century, but it
wasn’t until 1836 that the Genus Cryptanthus w#asbéished and
Cryptanthus acaulisvas added as the first species to this new Génly.a
few species were added until the 1900’s.Likewidg arhandful of hybrids
were created, mostly in Europe during this peridee majority of the 70 or
S0 species currently described, were introducexdaltivation within the
last 20 years.

Natural Habitats of Cryptanthus

Cryptanthusspecies are exclusively endemic to the northeaségrions of
Brazil. The southern range is Rio de Janeiro; tihréhern extent is the area
around the city of Recife and the western rangesrals only a couple of
hundred miles west of the Atlantic Ocean. As vdeas the appearance of
cryptanthus are, so do their habitats differ - fregny moist coastal
rainforest to the dry areas of the state of Babhdatunately all of these
“climates” are easily reproducible in cultivatiailowing cryptanthus to be
part of anyone’s collection.

Growing Cryptanthus

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota Flosdheé depository of the
largest collection o€ryptanthusspecies within the United States and
probably the world. They grow them in only two wayas the greenhouse,
misted every 15 minutes year round; and in a shagsh(protected during
the Winter) along with other terrestrials such wskihs, hechtias and
encholariums. Although the humidity may be highidigimuch of the year,
watering is intentionally restricted in the shadet® In the greenhouse are
grown the mesophytic, soft leaf types suclaeesulis beuckeriand
ubairensis while the xerophytic, succulent leaf types sustvarasii,
leopoldo-horstij bahianusandwarren-looseiare grown under drier
conditions.
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Dr. Lawrence Giroux is retired from a 25 year

with all of these societies and is currently th

long Family Medicine Practice in Southwest
Florida. Although he has been growing and
studying bromeliads for 25 years, it was in 1991
when he acquired his first cryptanthus and
developed a special passion for these plants. He is
a long time member of the Caloosahatchee
Bromeliad Society, Florida Council of Bromeliad

Societies, the Bromeliad Society International and
the Cryptanthus Society. He has held positions

e

Editor of the ‘Meristem’, the newsletter of the

Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society, the Editor of

the Cryptanthus Society Journal and
RegionalDirector of the Bromeliad Society Internatl's Board of
Directors.
Larry is an avid traveler, having explored Centaterica, South America,
the Caribbean and western regions of the Paclfexry is an active Master
BSI Judge. His resume includes judgings throughlo@tUnited States and
Shows at World Bromeliad Conferences. He is theaSGo-chairman of the
BSI 18" WBC in Cairns, Australia.

Larry Giroux.
What about Cryptanthus?

In the 1980’s there was an insurgency of cryptamthterest. Bob Whitman,
Warren Loose and several other cryptanthus grofeemsed the Cryptanthus
Society in 1986. It grew very quickly to includ@@hobbyists, societies and
organizations. Many new species kept the taxonanissy with describing
these new introductions to cultivation. Unfortumatéacking collection data,
there remains dozens and dozens of undescribetspedotanical garden
nurseries; these still retain collection numbetseathan names.
Hybridizers, using the few available species anutidg, created hundreds of
new cultivars. Large numbers of cryptanthus thasr &efore were exhibited
at local, International Cryptanthus and World Coafice Shows.
Commercial nurseries included cryptanthus in thatalogs, with Southern
Exposure in Beaumont Texas, taking initiative istidbuting these plants to
growers everywhere.

a
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SUNDAY MAY 10th
FIELD DAY

This will be a self driving day to a garden on tteethern end of the Gold Coast.

The garden to visit will be Tom and Kay Norris’'arden at 8 Lakefield Crescent,
Paradise Point arriving approximatélg0 a.m.

It would be planned to have lunch in the park drelaind Kay and Tom’s which is
close to the water. Members will needB.O. lunch, fold up chair or blanket
and a coffee cup. Tea, coffee, and biscuits will be provided.

This will be a drive yourself day, so perhaps caolipg with friends would be a
good idea. | hope to see lots of members botharehold at this field day. | really
thank the members who so generously make theiregardvailable to us to visit.
You can learn a lot when you see other peoplesegard How they grow their
plants and set out their gardens.

If any new members have any queries they couldacomhe on 55461161 or my
mobile on the day is 0418193628.

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13th
FIELD DAY

This again will be a self driving day to two gardeam the southern end of the Gold
Coast. Gardens to be confirmed and details sahdbé newsletter at a later date.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 31st
SECOND BUS TRIP FOR 2009

This bus trip will be heading to Brisbane Baysidging to two G.C.S. & B.
Soc.members gardens. The first will be to TraceprRegarden at Redland Bay.
The second garden visit will be to Malcolm and Milth Cameron’s home at
Victoria Point and then to Ann McBurnie’s gardenCatpalaba. Ann is a member
of the Bromeliad Society of Queensland and shekivaly offered us to visit her
garden, which is set on one and a half acres elydandscaped gardens.

There will be updated information on this trip @oso the time when the bus times
will be set out and published in the Bromlink.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Welcome to all members not so old and new. We khrexpecting 2009 t
be a very challenging year due to the world finahciisis.

The committee is well aware of this fact and wdl arranging extra sal
venues to help with members and club finances.

| would like to thank Graeme for conducting the tiregin January while
was away. | would also take this opportunity tonth&raeme for all hi
work over the past 3 years. Not that we have fedskith him yet.

Narelle has a very full calendar for the year w#bme months having

multiple events. These days will only be a suceas all members suppor

On the 4th April, an extra large sales day is péahwith members able
sell bromeliads and succulents and any tropicabarpanion plants.

On the field day on the 10th May our own garden Wwé open and all

members are invited to attend. (A good exampleoéctors gone mad.)

| am looking forward to this year and with the sappof a hard workin
committee and all members, the club will grow aledrish.

Tom Norris

to
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germination for those that are individual, mark avatch.
Something that may trigger proliferating is sterawfl (that is the water
running down the branches then the trunks of traad)the nutrient it picks
up from the trees may be absorbed by the roots Thiahdsia usneoides
seedlings initiate in their early stage of growth.

With all the interesting things to figure out yoowdn'’t be dead for quids.

Reprinted from Bromlink July/August 2000

The Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc.
Presents
Bromeliad & Succulent Plant Sale.

To be held at Robina Uniting Church
4 Greenwich Court, Robina (opposit8tQre)

Saturday April 4th 2009
10.00am to 2.00pm
Entry $2.00

Refreshments Provided

Further information contact
Secretary Narelle Aizlewood 07 5546 11¢

U/
H
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SPANISH MOSS - TILLANDSIA
USNEOIDES
John Catlan

If there is one Bromeliad that fascinates, grabsnéibn, and is commented
on (outside its homeland where familiarity breede what”), it is Spanish
Moss. People want those large attention grabbinghges hanging in their
garden. It is no use pointing out your beautifulneps of Spanish Moss to
visiting Americans. They look at you as if you'rel@zen Roos short of a full
paddock.

The clumps consist of strings of individual plaots stolons hanging down
but each plant only produces one offset. If this e only means of its
multiplication then it would be impossible for thleimps to multiply and get
so big so quickly. The answer to this puzzle igeysimple or was until |
started to look and then see.

Tillandsia usneoidebas a pale yellow green flower and like all Brome$

it has three petals and when the air is very vaeill, she fragrance is

delightful. It will self pollinate and the seed eips in eight to twelve weeks.
Within another nine months you have mature lookptgnts. The whole

process from start to finish is approximately oneary The normal

expectations of Tillandsias from seed is five ygats before they mature.
The clumps of Tillandsia usneoides catch the sesetha pods break open
and fulfils the role as its natural germinating agrdwing medium for the
seedlings.

On the pine trees around the place, odd seedsllahdsia usneoides land
and germinate. Two to three years later the seatl garminated is still
proliferating. That is when a seed germinatestatts to throw up young
plants. This continues until one dominates and rtt@n plant develops.
When it happens with other Bromeliads, the panttsteo develop then
overshadows the other plants and they die. Thiss do® happen with
Tillandsia usneoides. A plant develops and hangsndthen another and
another until you have a clump on the tree bargigting from the same
spot. | do think it is a number of seed but coutdverified by sowing on a
tree by hand, germination is quick. With a magaitiien glass check the
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Notice to members re Insurance Cover.

As you are aware our Society, being an incorpordtedy, must have Public
Liability Insurance Cover. In 2007 our cover was £10,000,000 at the cost of
$567.00 per year.

In 2008 your Management Committee decided to aféliwith the Garden Clubs of
Australia, to make use of the Group Insurance C@&areme, being offered by
them. This has resulted in the Society being calée an amount of $20,000,000
at a cost of $426.00 per year.

In addition to Public Liability Cover, the insuran@lso offers limited Personal
Accident Cover to members and visitors attending authorised function/meeting
organised by the Society. The scope of cover readgcidents to Insured persons
whilst engaged in voluntary work authorised by andinder the control of the
Insured, including uninterrupted direct travel tmldrom such work.
Age Limit :  No age limit, specified, but conditis to various age groups noted
below :
Benefit periods: Age up to 60 years - 104 weeks

Age 60 to 65 yeabk2-weeks

Age 66 years & ove6 weeks
Death and Capital Benefits- $10,000.
Weekly Accident —Income Earners 85% of weekly selara max of $500 per week
Student Tutorial Benefits/ Domestic Home Help -$3@8ekly— max of 26 weeks
(non income earners)
Non-Medicare Medical Expenses - 85% of expenpds @ maximum of $2000.00
Out of pocket travel expenses - $2000.00

This is only a brief summary of the cover. Alongiwall Insurance Cover is the
need for duty of care provisions and we as a Spamrtist ensure at all times, that
all Occupational, Health and Safety Standards hserved.

It is also mandatory at all times that membersnditey authorised functions sign
the attendance book as proof of their attendance.

Please note that any unauthorised activity beirtdpaaken outside the perimeter of
our meeting place is not covered by our Insuraratey( This includes the private
exchange/purchase of plants between members aasvie purchase /exchange of
potting mixes, soils and other garden products ¢ofy of the Insurance Palicy is
available for perusal of members.

Any queries contact Insurance Representativem Atiams Treasurer
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ANNUS COMOSUS PINEAPPLE

The genus ANANAS belongs to the Bromeliad familyisl best known for the
species Ananas comosus, the pineapple.

Pineapples originated in South America, and Eunopéiéscovered them in 1493.

The natives of southern Brazil and Paraguay spiteagineapple throughout South
America and it eventually reached the Caribbean.

Christopher Columbus, in 1943 discovered the pipkeaip the Indies and brought it
back with him to Europe. The Spanish introducedtoithe Philippines, Hawaii,
Zimbabwe and Guam. Lutheran missionaries, in Brisbamported plants from
India in 1838.

A commercial industry took form in 1924 and a medeanning plant was erected
about 1946.

The pineapple is the third most commercial tropftait crop in the world. It is
grown mainly for fresh and canned fruit, as welljdse, and is the only source of
bromelian - an enzyme used in pharmaceuticalsaanal meat-tenderising agent.
The stem and leaves are also a source of fibraghelite, creamy and as lustrous
as silk. Parts of the plant are used for silage laawg for cattle feed. Alcoholic
beverages can also be made from the juice.

The flower of the pineapple is self-sterile. Thélgmois of a sticky form and is not

blown away by the wind. In South America, the venyall hummingbird pollinates

the flowers and seeds are formed within the fithiere are no small hummingbirds
in Australia; therefore it is very rare to seed festralian pineapple. At Maroochy
Experimental Station, all flowers must be handipatkd for cross breeding to find
better varieties.

The leading pineapple producing countries in 200drewThailand (2,3000,000
tonnes), Philippines (1,571,904 tonnes), Brazil442,300 tonnes), China
(1,284,000 tonnes), India (1,100,000 tonnes), arideria (881,000 tonnes).
Australia produced 140,000 tonnes of pineappled®il2

In Spanish pineapples are called “Anana.” (AnamaSpain) or “pina” principally
in Hispanic American countries (think of pina caladrink.) Many languages,
including Romanian, Hindu, Hebrew, Arabic, Dutcimigh, Greek, German,
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A systemic spray enters the plant and kills theébhsvhen they suck.

To get right at the scale, tip out any water frowva plant before spraying.
How do you know when they are dead?

If they come off easily when you rub thethey are dead.

If you need to use your fingernail - tlag alive.

If a moist line is left when you rub thertiney are alive.

I have read that scratching a live insect can seleg to 100 babies! Pretty
scary!

You do not need 'Spring has sprung andes@ my scale insect mothers’.
Check again in summer in case some fell into thatph spring.

What about your mix? Is it worth re-using?

What about the ground, are they crawling aroun#lisgea new home? Spay
it too.

With acknowledgement to Cairns Bromeliad Study @doe. May/June 2001

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkx *

<

Library books are available on loan for (1) montityo Please return them so
someone else can take the book out.

Library Books.

As well as many and varied books on the subje@®@rofneliads, Succulents
and Cactus, there are also newsletters (magaZnoes)other clubs, as well
as Bromlinks from years gone by.

So if you need a book on anything in particulak asr friendly Librarian
for help.

Who am 1?
® 4\ Don't know the name of a plant? Why not bring @ra to
\g the meeting and have one of our experts solveribidgm.
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SCALE
By Lynn Hudson

To my horror | discovered the dreaded little blagot, mongrels had been having
an orgy. A whole group of plants in a corner weogered in them. Yes it was the
leas accessible corner of the yard and it was maecoHow? | was not attentive
enough and | had forgotten about their Spring hagshand Summer holidays when
all the children run and play and seek out theiotaite haunts.

Bob had sprayed or dipped everything when we pgeghdhe collection and we

had sprayed when we brought in other plants. S@merg just seem to attract them
- they love billbergias and nidulariums and thawisat filled the corner. A new

member asked if scale was really a problem withmed@ads, so | showed her the
results.

They attach themselves to the leaves, usually wmedén out of sight, extrude a hard
cover and suck out the good stuff. Cream colounexies appear on the leaves and
she is meanwhile ensuring her destructive behavemmtinues on in the next
generation. When spring arrives the hard shell c@vesleased and out pop lots of
baby scale insects. Some fall down into the cesfttbe plant, others to the pot and
others to the ground - the little blighters immeelialook for another bromeliad, it
is the only food they like. What a busy little armmg have and we cannot see them
without a magnifying glass! What perfect strateggyt use.

My turn to join the war. | have two choices - uke tanola non toxic spray or a
toxic mix. | have far too many plants for the canolix. | opted for ‘Defender Scale
and Insect Spray’ and went to work. Some | don&tetie Council via the wheelie
bin. What a job, the little blighters had reallyegd themselves around the yard and
even on some of my best plants. While | was checkifound some light brown
scale on plants which were not getting enough avement, so they copped a
spraying too. | did everything, the whole yard.

My job is not over - firstly there is the thorougheck three weeks after
spraying to ensure they are dead, then contingegigilance for the spring
hatchlings The choice of ‘which spray’ has to bergo

The responsibility for taking the prescribed preizms is also yours. As Bob
says ‘If it will kill scale, it will kill us’. If the directions prescribe mask and
gloves, use them.

Treatment you spray on or dip into, usually worksmothering the scale.
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French, Italian, Kannada, Serbian, Norwegian, luditg Catalan, Lithuanian,
Russian, Danish, Russian, Danish and Swedish aseative term Ananas for
pineapple.

The inflorescence consists of 50 - 200 individialers. About five to ten flowers
open daily and flowering can last from 10 to 15giay

Vegetative propagating structures are crowns, sipskers and stem sections. Slips
grow from the base of the fruit; may produce fimiil4 to 16 months after planting.
Ground_suckergRatoons) will produce fruit in 18 to 20 monthseafplanting. Stem
sections (side shoots) will produce fruit in 18 to 20 mtios. Crown sectiongot
commonly used, may take up to 24 months to profuite

Whilst plants of the commercial variety are readilsailable, the ornamental types
are usually only available from collectors. The anental pineapples range from
Pigmy, whose fruit is smaller than pullets a egd amich grows at the end of a
stem up to 300mm long. There is also a mediumfsigethat is red in colour and

in my opinion is sweeter than sugar. There &rgd fruit, which flushes a brilliant

lipstick red colour, and the fruit is about the sasize as the commercial variety.

Common pests infecting pineapples are mealy bugse sred mites (sometimes
called red spider), and grasshoppers. Controkeiséme as for other bromeliads.

John Crawford.

Searles Cymbidium & Bromeliad Mix

I have spoken at length with Bunnungs requestingtfiem to stock Searles
Cynbidium & Bromeliad mix (30It bags) and it hasehesuggested to get other
people who use this mix to ask their local Bunnitmystock the 30It bags.

If we get enough people asking for it maybe thestdick it state wide.

Carol Evans.
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MEMBER INTEREST SURVEY _
HELP US BEGIN TO ESTABLISH A MEMBER INTEREST DATABASE President

- . . . " . . Vice President
Please indicate p your interest in the following positions required on meeting days. Treasurer Assistant Treasurer

Secretary Assistant Secretary

PLEASE RETURN SURVEY AT NEXT MEETING TO THE PRESIDENT, TREASURER OR . .
Assistant Editor

SECRETARY . . . .
i L _ " Committee Member — Specify Committee(s) of interest
Also, there are many members generously donating their time manning positions to run
the Society at meetings and plants sales areas requiring back up when they are unable Grant Application Writing
to attend meetings or who require back up for several minutes enabling them to view/ First Aid Officer
purchase plants for sale. Welfare Officer
Trailer Caretaker/Storage
NAME: PHONE NO.: Advertising Sales for Bromlink
Refreshment Supervisor Back-up Field Trip Coordinator
Refreshment Assistant Back-up Public Relations and Publicity
Door Security Back-up Show Organizer _
Gate security Back-up Writing articles for Bromlink
...Specify area of INterest...... ..o
P.A. System Back-up Speaker
Librarian Back-up Assistant Librarian Back-up ...Specify areas of INtEreSt/EXPErtiSe ...........c.cceveeieeeee e e eee e,
Membership Secretary Back-up
Plant Display Coordinator Back-up ShoppmgCentresConvenor
Plant Display Assistant Back-up Shopping Centre Plant Sales Coordinator
Plant Sales Area Steward Back-up Shopping Centre Plant Seller
Raffle ticket seller Back-up
HALL SET UP: Chairs Tables Other skills | could offer/areas of interest/positions | would be willing to fill not listed:
Clean-up (Putting away chair/tables Sweep floor )
Host/Hostess (Door) Back-up
Official Photographer BACK-UD
PLANT SALES - e
Co-or_dmator (Monthly meetings and Sales Days _ Back-up Comments: (We would like to know what you want from the Society)
Working knowledge of Excel 2007 (preferably) required
Calculator Operator Back-up
Cashier Back-up
Packer Back-up
Payout Assistant Back-up
Sellers' ticket sorting Back-Up
Seller Registration Back-up

THANK YOU IN ANTICIPATION OF YOUR SUPPORT & EXPRESON OF INTEREST!

Please indicate p other positions of interest to you.



