
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The aims of the society are: 
   
   
 
 (A)     To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to 
            promote the culture and development of the  
            succulents and bromeliads. 
 
  (B)   To acquire and disseminate information regarding 
           these plants and to encourage their production 
           and propagation. 
                
  (C)   To ban totally from our collection any such plants 
           which become noxious. 
 
  (D)   To enlighten members and the public on the dangers 
           of cultivating certain noxious species. 
 
  (E)   To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other 
           events, and to make such publications as are deemed  
          desirable. 
 
  (F)   To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect 
          ourselves with similar bodies or societies.   
 
 (G)   To make seeds and plants available to members  
          under the control of the Society. 
 
 (H)   To foster family membership and members. 
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Advertise Here 

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS 
of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET 
(near Mullumbimby) Large range 
of bromeliads. Agents for Deroose, 
Exotic plant of Belgium & Andrew 
Maly’s KIWI COLLECTION 
VRIESEAS. Visitors welcome by 
appointment. P.0266845374. 
F.0266845168. email: 
plants@ausbroms.com.au 
Website: www.ausbroms.com.au 

 
Would you like to advertise in our 

Journal? 
 

 
$20 for 2 Months - Life of ONE 
publication, or $100 per annum 

Glen Mylne LLB (Hons) 
 

Mylne Lawyers 
92 Ashmore Rd 

BUNDALL  4127 
Phone: (07) 55262622 
Fax:     (07) 55262292 

admin@mmlaw.net.au 

BROMELIADS FOR SALE.  
GOOD VARIETY  

PUPS FROM THE GARDEN. 
PIMPAMA/WILLOW VALE. 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. 
PH; ALLISON  0447119658  OR 
ANGELA  0434857114 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR. 

Thank you to the members who have submitted articles for this issue of  
Bromlink. See, it isn’t hard! Keep them coming. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to apologize for errors that occurred in 
the Jan/Feb issue. They have now been corrected. 
 
Please bare in mind that we are all volunteers, so from time to time there 
are bound to be the odd spelling mistakes etc;  I will endeavour  to up the 
ante  and get it right, but in the mean time I apologize for any that occur. 
 
Could you please have your articles to me no later than the 6th MAY , 
2010. 
 
You can hand it to me at the meeting or post/email to me at 
brommad@optusnet.com.au or 19 Garoona Gve; Slacks Creek,  4127. 
Ph:33883575. 

Your Editor. 
 

A warm welcome to our New members. 
 

Lenny & Gwenda Patterson 
Carole Landon 
Gai Morrow 

Cherryle Watters 
 
We hope you enjoy learning more about Bromeliads & Succulents from 
our meetings with our guest speakers, and  look forward to seeing you 
on our field trips we organize through out the year. 
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General meetings are held every 4th Saturday of the month at 

Carrara Community Centre, Nielsens Rd; Carrara.  
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   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2010 

  DATE                                          EVENT 

March  27  General Meeting  -- Carrara Community Centre, Niel 
sens Rd; Carara. Beginners Class  11.30 a.m. Plant  
Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
  CENT AUCTION TODAY 

April 24  General Meeting  --  Carrara Community Centre.. 
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 

MAY 2 Our first field trip for 2010 will be to the gardens of  
Allan Roberton, Judy & John Patterson and Pamela  
Newling. More details in this issue of Bromlink. 

May 6, 7 & 8  Southport Park Shopping Centre – Display and Sales.  

May 15 & 16 Oasis Orchid and Trade Fair, Oasis Shopping Centre, 
Broadbeach 

May 22  General Meeting  --  Carrara Community Centre. 
Beginners Class  11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.   
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 

June 26  General Meeting  --  Carrara Community Centre. 
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 

July  24  General Meeting  --  Carrara Community Centre. 
Beginners Class 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.   
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 

August 12, 13 &  
14  

Tweed Mall Shopping Centre – Display and Sales. 
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ROGOR 100? 
Paul van Tol 

 
Dear madam/sir  
Last year I bought your Rogor 100 systemic insecticide, to use on our  
bromeliads. 
 
There are no troubles there but I am concerned about the expiry date, which 
is November 09. Can this still be used after this date, as it seems to me that 
it doesn`t seem to work. 
 
I went to big W store and checked every bottle on the shelf and they had the 
same date on this. Today we went to Bunning’s and found bottles with a 
date of March 2010, which is a bit short for the ordinary gardener. 
 
Can you  please enlighten me on this as I am about to use it again, and want 
to know if it will still work? 
 
Kind regards 
Paul van Tol 
ANSWER. 
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visit, and once again, found her to be absolutely gorgeous & sharing of her 
plants, and so continued my obsession. 
 
As the trees in our garden grew and gave  shade, I started landscaping with 
them, and now we have them growing on banks, up, as well as under the 
trees, on stumps and other pieces of wood and rocks, and they look 
wonderful! 
 
Having John & June so close was wonderful, with all their advice & 
wonderful collection of plants to lust after, then the joy of finally getting 
"that" one! 
 
Now, of course, bromeliads are freely available, at reasonable prices, so 
everyone can enjoy them in their garden, and we have the benefit of our 
great society, and all the knowledge & friendship we can derive from it, as 
well! 
         

Gloria Dunbar 

 For your NOTES of interest. 
————————————————————————— 
 
————————————————————————— 
 
————————————————————————— 
 
————————————————————————— 
 
————————————————————————— 
 
————————————————————————— 
 
————————————————————————— 
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 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2010 CONT..  
   

        DATE                                              EVENT 

 
   
 

August 28  General Meeting  --  Carrara Community Centre. 
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 

September 12 Our second field trip for 2010 will be to Henk  
Ouwerling’s Whole sale Nursery at Murwillumbah and  
Brad Prestwich. More details in later Bromlink. 

September 25   Annual General Meeting -  Carrara Community Centre. 
Beginners Class 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
   

CENT AUCTION TODAY.  
 
 

October 23  Annual Show  --  Display and Plant Sales Competition/
Popular Vote judged show. Carrara Community Centre. 
Setup 7.00 a.m - Show 9.00 - 3.00 p.m. 
 

October 31  Second Bus Trip for 2010. 1.Terry Tierney at 
Greenbank and  2.  Colin and Monica Mead’s garden at 
Acacia Ridge in Brisbane. 

November 
11,12 & 13  

Southport Park Shopping Centre – Display and sales. 

November 28  General Meeting, Carrara Community Centre. 
Christmas Party and Large Plant Raffle. Plant Sales 
12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
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lant of the month. A reminder to all  members if you also have a 
good specimen from the nominated genera, please do not hesitate to 
bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t necessarily have to be in 
flower, we also grow for their foliage. 

 

March Cryptanthus, Tillandsias, Full sun Aechmeas and Canis-
trums, 

April Cryptanthus, Tillandsias and Succulents. 

May Spotted neoregelias, Orthophytums, Tillandsias, and Canis-
trums. 

June Alcantareas, Foliage Vrieseas, Dyckias, Hechtias, and As-
terias. 

July Billbergias, Pitcairnias, Cerepegias, Hoyas, Nidulariums, 
and Agaves. 

August Billbergias, Foliage Vrieseas, Catopsis and miniature Neore-
gelias. 

September Billbergias and Guzmanias. 

October Vrieseas, Neoregelias, Nidulariums, Guzmanias and Crassu-
laceae 

November Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents. 

Thank you! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Gold Coast 
Succulent & Bromeliad Society for the beautiful flowers sent 
to me while in hospital.  
They made the week long stay some what easier to get 
through. 

Gail Young. 
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MY FIRST BROMELIAD WAS A GIFT FROM MY AUNT! 

 
Having been married two years, and parents of a seven month old baby, we 
moved into our own brand new house, which sat on a beautiful large block 
of bare, fertile soil, with one rainwater tank as our water supply. 
 
The block had been bulldozed and not even a blade of grass was left. 
Having lived our married life in furnished flats, we had much to purchase 
and scarce funds to do it with, so plants for the garden were  way down the 
list! This was where family and friends came to the fore with cuttings and 
potted shrubs and trees. 
 
The bore and pump were the first things to do before a lawn and garden 
could be started. The pump was human driven, one of us pumped while the 
other watered. 
 
My mother and her twin sister arrived with a car load of plants and among 
them was a specially lovely looking pot plant from my aunt, which 
happened to be Billbergia Pyramidalis, which was placed at the main entry 
of our home. Then it flowered!! I was blown away by the sheer beauty of 
that exquisite flower. 
 
It was to be over twenty years before I was able to add to my original 
specimen, and that came about when my future daughter-in-law bought me 
the book "Bromeliads for Modern Living" for $2.95, and which I still refer 
to as my "plant bible"! 
 
At Wardell, there was a plant nursery, where I shopped for plants when we 
built here at Koonorigan  thirty four years ago, which had a corner devoted 
to bromeliads, and this nursery, after changing hands several times, was 
later purchased by John & June Buchanan, who turned it into their 
wonderful Bromeliad Nursery. 
 
Prior to this, I had visited the late Olwyn Ferris' home, and made lots of 
purchases from that lovely lady, and she encouraged me to join the 
Australian Brom. society, and   gave me names of "must have" books etc. 
and then through the society I met and visited Grace Goode, on a private  
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GETTING THE POTTING MEDIUM RIGHT FOR CRYPTANTHUS. 

 
Vic Przetocki was the main speaker for the June Meeting giving a talk 
about Cryptanthus. He started by saying that if you get the potting medium 
right then the plants will respond well. Vic has tried many mixes but two 
that have produced good results are the European Peat ‘Floratorf’ and 
another that he started using at the beginning of the year and showing good 
results is the Scotts Osmocote brand of potting mix. There are various 
grades but this one is in the 30 litre blue bag and is $10.48 per bag at 
Bunnings, it seems to have everything in it. 
 
Plants that were not doing so well before they were re-potted into this mix 
were C. beuckeri, C. ‘Black Mystic’ and C. ‘Rainbow Star’. All had now 
put on healthy growth. The experiment with the fine coir fibre failed, the 
roots tended to rot away.  Vic has also potted Cryptanthus into course coir 
fibre to see how they will grow. 
 
Cryptanthus like regular feeding of 1/2 strength liquid fertilizer and also a 
supplement of Seasol. 
 
To bring out the best colours in your plants they should not be grown in 
strong light or too much shade, C. ‘It’ and C. ‘Ruby’ are good indicators of 
insufficient light. If the pinks in C. ‘It’ and the reds in C. ‘Ruby’ fade then 
they are not getting enough light. 
 
Cryptanthus grow best during the warmer months and can put on a 
phenomenal amount of growth during this time, any damage suffered 
during the winter months can be removed. Vic showed how the damaged 
lower leaves on a C. ‘Reverie’ can be split lengthwise and removed from 
the plant. Another method is to cut across the leaf as close to the main stem 
as possible and sink the plant lower into the mix. 
Roots will develop from this point. 
 
They are interesting little plants and if you get the mix right are easy to 
grow. 
 

With acknowledgment to W.A Newslink 2009/2010 
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rogram for Guest Speakers coming up over the next few              
 months. 
 
 

MARCH:   Bruce Dunstan will travel to speak to us on his latest collecting trip to 
Equador and also present a Power Point Presentation. 
 
APRIL:   Terry Tierney will travel from Greenbank to speak to us on the   
topic of “Pachypodiums” 
 
MAY:  Kevin Patterson will speak on Floral Art.  
 
JUNE:  Kerry Tate will be speaking to us on Cold Tolerant Plants and will 
present a power point presentation “A Frosty Experience, Before, During and 
after” 
 
JULY: Greg Plevey from WORMTEC will speak on the subject of Worm 
Farming and Vermiculture and the advantages of using worm products . 
 
AUGUST:  Len Waite will travel from Caboolture to speak to us on the topic 
of  “Dyckias and Orthophytums” 
 
SEPTEMBER:  Greg Aizlewood will give a presentation on the 2010 World 
Bromeliad Conference. 
 
OCTOBER:  This is our Annual Show with display and sales and also the 
Annual Popular Vote Competition. No Guest Speaker today. 
 
NOVEMBER: This is our Christmas Party and Giant Plant Raffle for 2010. 
No Guest Speaker today. 

Who am I? 
  Don’t know the name of a plant! Bring it along to the    
meeting and let Kerry Tate solve it for you. 



 

 

 
DETAILS OF OTHER SOCIETY SHOWS / EVENTS FOR 2010 
 

APRIL 3 & 4  
Bromeliad Society of Queensland  --  Autumn Show Mt. Coot-tha 
 
MAY 1 & 2   
Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society – Bromeliad Spectacular  --  Display 
and Sales of Bromeliads.  Community Centre, Millwell Road, 
Maroochydore. 
 
JULY 26 – AUGUST 1   
“BROMELIADS IN THE BIG EASY”  19th World Bromeliad Conference 
hosted by the B.S.I.  and G.N.O.B.S. held at Astor Crowne Plaza Hotel , 
New Orleans. U.S.A.  Visit the website:  GNOBromeliads.com 
 
OCTOBER 9 & 10  
Wavell Heights Spectacular  --  Display and Sales of Bromeliads.  
Edinburgh Castle Road, Wavell Heights. 
 
NOVEMBER 6 & 7  
Bromeliad Society of Queensland  --  Spring Show Mt. Coot-tha.  
 
 

OUR FIRST FIELD DAY SUNDAY 2nd OF MAY. 
 
This will be a self driving day to gardens Central of the Gold Coast . 
 
First garden will be of Allan Roberton, 3 Delnote court Varsity lakes. This 
is a very small garden. Arrive approximately 9.30 A.M  10.30 A.M 
 
We will then drive to our second garden of Judy and John Patterson 734 
Nerang- Broadbeach road Carrara where we will have lunch. This is a very 
large garden, large enough to accommodate us all.  
 
At approximately 1.00 PM we will leave for our third garden at Pamela 
Newling 3/48 Billington street Labrador. Members will need to BYO lunch,  
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CARING FOR OUR FROGS. 
By Carmon Burke 

 
We are killing off a lot of our frogs by spraying for cockroaches. If we raise 
a few frogs in our gardens we will be helping to replace some of our losses 
and they will feed on the bugs and insects and give pleasure and interest. 
 
The members who collected southern orange green tree frog tadpoles from 
me a couple of years back should now be seeing baby tadpoles. 
 
I’ll have some more to give away at the new venue at Carrara. 
 
You will need to bring along a small container with a lid (ice cream ideal) 
and water which has been standing overnight to remove chlorine. 
 
At home you will need a foam box or similar to keep out dragonfly, 
mosquitoes and the dreaded Asian geckos which eat the baby frogs as they 
sit for 12-24 hours absorbing the last of the fat in their tails before hopping 
away. 
 
I cut a piece out of the foam box lid and glue (silicone) a piece of fly gauge, 
works well. 
 
Feed the taddies with thin slices of  zucchini or frozen paw paw  or lettuce 
leaves (wrap up like a cigar in glad wrap) and only give enough food that 
they can eat as the water pollutes easily and takes the oxygen. As legs 
develop a pinch of fish food flakes is a good idea as they are changing to 
become carnivores. As they become a fully developed little frog I remove 
them and place them in a safe haven of shrubs away from the house walls 
and the geckos. They will find their own food but love vinegar flies so I 
throw pineapple skin and other fruit peelings into my garden. 
 
Please do not collect tadpoles from waterways as they may have the deadly 
CHYTRID fungus a highly infectious frog killer and could infect tadpoles. 
 
Southern orange eyes are very loud frogs calling with summer rain, the rest 
of the year they hide away and are very seldom seen. 
Happy frogging and ring me if you need help. 55632101. 
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Edmundoa ambigua 

Edmundoa ambigua 
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folding chair, or blanket and a cup. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be 
provided.  
 
I would like to thank the members providing the gardens. Without your 
input we would have nothing, and it is interesting to see how other 
members have their gardens, you learn so much. A garden is very  personal. 
 
Please see me if you have  any queries. I can be contacted on 5520 6849 or 
on the day on 0409206849. Or if you have a garden to share.  

Karin van Tol 
 

 

GUIDELINES FOR BORROWING FROM THE LIBRARY. 
 
1. New members must be financial for three months. 
2. Books are on loan for (1) month only. 
3. Members are responsible for replacement of lost or damaged 

books. 
 
Members are advised that the above guide lines are part of the 
by-laws approved by the members of the society. 

Library and book sales open at 12.00 p.m meeting days. 
 
BOOKS FOR SALE. 

Bromeliads  -  A Cultural Manual.  $5.00 
Bromeliad Cultivation Notes.         $8.00 
Starting with Bromeliads.             $20.00 
 
There are plenty of other books available 
for members to take out on loan. 
 

Our friendly librarian Monica Mead along with assistant 
librarian Kay Norris will be on hand to help you. 
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President’s  Report 

 
The past three  months have been very  productive with  plant  sales  

up, shopping centre promotions looking  positive with new members signed  
up. 

March  meeting  will  be  at our  new  location  at  Carrara  Community  
Centre  which  will be  more  suited for  us and  less than  half  the  rent,, a 
saving of  $1100  per  year. 

The  new  venue  will  take  a little  adjusting  too,  but  with  the  help  
of  all  members  it  will  be for  the  better. 

At  the  March  meeting,  the  new  point  of  sale  system  is  to  be  on  
show and  the  new  ticketing will be  demonstrated  with  this  system  on  
line  as  of  April  meeting. 

All  members are  to  be  encouraged  to  bring  excess  plants  to  sell  
at meetings and shopping centres, even if you only have  small  numbers, the  
new bar code system will make  selling  plants  much  less  arduous with  no  
writing  of  tickets. 

We have many interesting guest speakers over the next year on various  
subjects  including  WORMS, we don’t want  the  little  buggers in our  pots , 
but  worm wee  is a great  fertilizer for  our  broms.  Will  also  have  to  ask  
about  how  the  worms  process  gold  ? . 

Many  of  our  members  are  going to  the  conference  in  New 
Orleans in the  middle  of  the  year. I am sure  they will   represent  our  club 
well  and  have  a  great  time .The  month  they  are  away  enjoying  
themselves  we  poor  peasants  will  have  to  do  their  work  at  the  
monthly  meeting . NO  secretary, NO  treasurer, NO  John or Julie and other  
workers. I  am  sure  the  rest  of the  members  will  survive . 

There  are  plenty  of  jobs  in our  gardens  with  the  rain  stimulating  
lots  of  pups popping  up  everywhere . The  Brisbane club  is  having  a  
show  day  over the  Easter  week  end  with  many  great  plants  on  show  
and  for  sale.  Thank  you  to  the  Gold  Coast  members  who  will be  
mounting  a  display  on  our  behalf . 

 
Back  to  the  Garden . Have  a  great  Day. 
 

Tom Norris, President. 
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· Many of the tropical Guzmania, and other Amazonian species from 
torrid micro-climates, are difficult to grow well epiphytically – if 
rainfall/watering and humidity are insufficient, and winters too 
cool. 

 
Recommended bromeliads for epiphytic culture. 
Most bromeliads which grow epiphytically in their natural habitat should be 
suitable in the subtropical home garden, IF specific requirements of each 
species or variety can be closely met or replicated. 
The winning genera for epiphytic culture in my garden are: 
Aechmea, Billbergia, Canistropsis, Canistrum, Catopsis, Neoregelia 
(especially the small-growing and stoloniferous types), Nidularium (low in 
tree), Quesnelia, Tillandsia, Vriesea, Wittrockia and several  bigeneric 
cultivars. 
NB. Only genera within the Bromelioideae and Tillandsioideae 
subfamilies grow as epiphytes in their various natural habitats of Southern 
U.S.A., Central and South America.  
 

January’s Species of the Month – Edmundoa ambigua 
By Kerry Tate. 

This unusual small species is rarely seen in bromeliad collections. It was 
collected on the island of Ilha Bela, near Sau Paulo, Brazil by Aussie Ruby 
Ryde in 1990, and brought back to Australia. 
 
Its green leaves are mottled with a darker green, as is typical of this genus, 
with small soft spines.  The long-lasting inflorescence rises on a single 
thick stem, with frosted pink bracts surrounding a nest of brown-sepaled, 
white-petaled flowers which open one by one. The whole inflorescence 
appears to have a woolly, frosted layer. The colours are much brighter 
when wet. Unlike its larger, close relative Edmundoa lindenii, this dainty 
species’ rosette of leaves only reaches approx. 30cm wide at maturity. 
 

It is an easy-to-grow bromeliad, preferring dappled shade, and which pups 
freely. It is highly recommended for the serious species collector. See 
photo’s page 13. 
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Some trees on which to grow bromeliads. 
 

This is not a complete list. The listed trees are ones I have either used, or 
seen used successfully. 

· Acer negundo  (Box elder maple) 
· Banksia sp. 
· Bauhinia sp. (Orchid tree) 
· Buckinghamia celsissima  (Ivory Curl) 
· Calliandra haematocephala  (Red Powder-puff) 
· Callistemon  (Bottlebrush) 
· Calodendrum  capense  (Cape Chestnut) 
· Citrus sp. (Grapefruit, Lime, Mandarin) 
· Cotoneaster sp. 
· Cyathea sp. (Tree fern) 
· Delonix regia  (Royal Poinciana) 
· Ficus sp. (Fig) 
· Grevillea sp. (Silky Oak, Sandra Gordon, and other small tree 

varieties) 
· Jacaranda mimosifolia 
· Melaleuca sp. (Paperbark and rough bark) 
· Omalanthus populifolius  (Bleeding Heart) 
· Pinus sp. (some pines and other conifers) 
· Plumeria sp. (Frangipani) 
· Prunus sp. (Peach, Plum) 
· Syzygium and Acmena sp. (Lillypilly) 
· Tibouchina sp.  (Lasiandra) 

Bromeliads NOT suitable for epiphytic culture. 
· Terrestrial genera – those which grow in the ground. 

 
The Pitcairnioideae subfamily contains the most ancestral bromeliads and 
many resemble the grass family from which they evolved. Almost all are 
terrestrial and rely on an extensive root system for their moisture and 
nutrients. 
e.g. Deuterocohnia, Dyckia, Hechtia, Pitcairnia, and Puya. 

· Cryptanthus, Ananas, and Bromelia are terrestrial, some 
saxicolous, and  therefore unsuitable. 
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GOLD COAST SUCCULENT & BROMELIAD SOCIETY. 

CONDITIONS OF SALE AGEEEMENT. 
Financial members of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Soc. Inc. 
may offer plants for sale at Meetings, Shows and Displays under the 
following conditions. 
 
1. Plants are to be clean and free of disease and infestation of pests.  
There are to be no visible signs of scale (either pin spot (black) or brown 
scale) on the plants.  Main stewards have the authority to remove such 
plants from the sales tables deemed as Not Suitable for Sale. 
 
2.  Particular attention to be given to ensure that plants are dry / well 
drained of all water. 
 
3.  Any member offering plants for sale are required to offer a reasonable 
number of plants for the display. 
 
4.   Official sales stickers are to be attached to each pot or mount. Sales 
stickers may be purchased from the Society.  
 
5.  In addition to the sales sticker, all plants, whether potted or mounted, 
must be accompanied by a durable label showing the plant name. 
 
6.  Only bromeliads and succulents will be accepted for sale unless 
otherwise deemed to be acceptable by the Management Committee. 
 
7.  Prices of plants are set at the discretion of the seller.  Prices, once set, 
may not be altered. 
 
8.  Prices are to be set in multiples of $1.00 
 
9.  All care will be taken with plants, but no responsibility will be accepted 
for losses or damage 
 
10.  A commission of 10% of sales value of each plant is payable to the 
Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Soc. Inc. 
11.  In any matter relating to the above conditions and/or affecting the 
management of the sales area the decision of the President is final. 
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FROM THE COMMITTEE. 
 

 It was agreed and noted at the last Committee meeting that committee/
stewards can view and select from the plants for sale from 11.30 to 11.45. 
                           
These members are so busy with society matters and doing committee duties 
they do not have the opportunity to see the plants. 
                           
General sales will start at 12.00 PM. 
                        
All members bringing plants for sale are to leave the area as soon as they  
are placed. 
                        
Another reminder that all plants have to be drained of water and if any scale 
is observed by the stewards they will place the plant under the table and is 
not to be sold that day. 
                        
If any visible sign of scale is seen by a purchaser of plants could they please 
report it to one of the plant stewards. 
                       
For Condition of Sales Agreement refer to PAGE 8 of bromlink. 
                     
 There is an excellent article on scale and spray recipe in Xmas edition 2009 
of Bromlink and a memo from the committee, page 4 of July/August 2009 
Bromlink. 
 
Anyone using the Carrara Hall tables the MUST BE COVERED and 
cleaned after use. 
            

Carmen Burke, Plant steward. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    Members are reminded not to forget to 
   collect your Newsletter when you sign 
   the attendance book. 
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Growing bromeliads epiphytically. 
By Kerry Tate. 

 
Below are the summarised notes on this topic, as presented by me at the 
January meeting this year. 

What is an epiphyte? 
A plant which: 

· grows on tree branches and trunks. 
· does not need soil around its roots. 
· attaches its roots to its host as an anchor. 
· is NOT a parasite. 
· gains nutrients through its leaves from wind, dust, rain, and organic 

debris in their tanks. (if any) 
Other examples of epiphytes are Stag horn and Bird’s Nest ferns. 
 
Which trees are suitable? 

· multi-branched or single trunk. 
· those with rough, permanent bark onto which the bromeliads’ roots  
         fasten. 
· tree forks are an advantage. 
· deciduous and evergreen. 

Other factors to consider: 
· judicious pruning of selected branches. 
· the denseness of foliage, the size, and the shape of each tree will 

affect.  
· the light factor. 
· aspect is of great light significance e.g. north-facing. 
· light conditions will also differ when other trees,  or buildings/

structures/ 
· walls, are nearby.  
· exposure to wind.  
· accessibility. 

 
 


