
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The aims of the society are: 
   
   
 
 (A)     To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to 
            promote the culture and development of the  
            succulents and bromeliads. 
 
  (B)   To acquire and disseminate information regarding 
           these plants and to encourage their production 
           and propagation. 
                
  (C)   To ban totally from our collection any such plants 
           which become noxious. 
 
  (D)   To enlighten members and the public on the dangers 
           of cultivating certain noxious species. 
 
  (E)   To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other 
           events, and to make such publications as are deemed  
          desirable. 
 
  (F)   To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect 
          ourselves with similar bodies or societies.   
 
 (G)   To make seeds and plants available to members  
          under the control of the Society. 
 
 (H)   To foster family membership and members. 
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Advertise Here 

CRYPTANTHUS! 
CRYPTANTHUS! 

COME SEE MY PLANTS AT 
11 MOOREA CRT;  PACIFIC 

PINES. 
Specialising in Cryptanthus. 
Cryptanthus Starter kits 
available. 
Ph:  55027701  Roly Soegaard. 

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS 
of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET 
(near Mullumbimby) Large range 
of bromeliads. Agents for Deroose, 
Exotic plant of Belgium & Andrew 
Maly’s KIWI COLLECTION 
VRIESEAS. Visitors welcome by 
appointment. P.0266845374. 
F.0266845168. email: 
plants@ausbroms.com.au 
Website: www.ausbroms.com.au 

 
Would you like to advertise 

in our Journal? 
 

$20 for 2 Months - Life of 
ONE publication, or $100 per 

annum 

Glen Mylne LLB (Hons) 
 

Mylne Lawyers 
92 Ashmore Rd 

BUNDALL  4127 
Phone: (07) 55262622 
Fax:     (07) 55262292 

admin@mmlaw.net.au 

 
 
 
  THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 
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A warm welcome to our 
    New members for March/April, 2009 
 
David Gower 
Michael Davis                                             Babette Light 
Jo-Ann Lane                                                Lin Pape 
Helen Shaw                                                 Graeme Synold 
Sheila Stephenson                                       Diana Bergmark 
Bronwen Davis                                            Robert Pulvirenti 
                                                                     Kazuhiro Watanabe 
 
 
 
 
We hope you enjoy learning more about Bromeliads & Succulents from our 
meetings with our guest speakers, and  look forward to seeing you on our field 
trips we organize through out the year. 

ell, swap and/ or buy - 
This is a FREE service for financial members of the 
society. Members may request up to FIVE  different 

varieties. Listings will run for TWO months, the life of one 
publication of Bromlink. Members need to name each plant 
required and to provide a contact telephone number. 
 
Any Black coloured Cryptanthus Pups eg. Black mystic. Contact 
Gail Young, 33883575 
 
Orthophytum Naviodes. Contact Ann Schenk.  55730617 
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General meetings are held every 4th Saturday of the month at- 
Robina Uniting Church, 4 Greenwich Crt;  Robina. 
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   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2009 

  DATE                               EVENT 

May 7,8,& 9 Southport Park Shopping Centre. Display & Sales 

May 10  Our first field day for 2009 Tom and Kay Norris  
8 Lakefield Crescent, Paradise Point 
 

May 23  General Meeting   Robina Uniting Church 
Beginners Class  11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m. 
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
Qld. Cancer Foundation Gold Coin Day. 

May 23,24 Oasis Shopping Centre, display  

June 6,7 Cacti & Succulent Show at Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. 
SALES, cultural advice & Book Sales. 9.00am - 3.30pm 
both days. Entry Adults $3.00. Show & PLANT SALE by 
The Cactus & Succulent Society of Qld. In. 

June 27  General Meeting  Robina Uniting Church 
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 

July  25  General Meeting  Robina Uniting Church. Beginners 
Class 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting 
begins 1.00 p.m. 
 

August 22  General Meeting Robina Uniting Church. Plant Sales 
 12.00 p.m. Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
 

June 4,5,& 6 The Pines Shopping Centre, Elenora. Display and Sales. 
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13.     My mother taught me the CIRCLE OF LIFE. 
‘I brought you into this life, I can take you out.’ 
 
14. My mother taught me  about BEHAVIOUR MODIFICATION. 
‘Stop acting like your father.’ 
 
15.      My mother taught me about ENVY. 
‘There are millions of less fortunate children in this world who don’t have 
wonderful parents like you.’ 
 
16.  My mother taught me about ANTICIPATION. 
‘Just wait until we get home.’ 
 
17.  My mother taught me about RECEIVING. 
‘You are going to get it when you get home.’ 
 
18.      My mother taught me MEDICAL SCIENCE. 
‘If you don’t stop crossing your eyes, they are going to freeze that way.’ 
 
19.      My mother taught me ESP. 
‘Put your sweater on; don’t you think I know when you’re cold?’ 
 
20.  My mother taught me  Humour. 
‘When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don’t come running to me.’ 
 
21. My mother taught me HOW TO BECOME AN ADULT. 
‘If you don’t eat your vegetables, you’ll never grow up.’ 
 
22.      My mother taught me GENETICS. 
‘You’re just like your father.’ 
 
23. My mother taught me about my ROOTS. 
‘Shut that door behind you, do you think you were born in a tent?’ 
 
24. My mother taught me WISDOM. 
‘When you get to be my age, you’ll understand.’ 
 
25. And my favourite: My mother taught me about JUSTICE. 
‘One day you’ll have kids, and I hope they turn out just like you.’ 
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1. My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE. 
‘If you’re going to kill each other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning.’ 
 
2.      My mother taught me RELIGION. 
‘You better pray that will come out of the carpet.’ 
 
3.      My mother taught me about TIME TRAVEL. 
‘If you don’t straighten up, I’m going to knock you into the middle of next week!’ 
 
4.      My mother taught me LOGIC. 
‘Because I said so, that’s why.’ 
 
5.      My mother taught me MORE LOGIC. 
‘If  you fall out of that swing and break your neck, you’re not going to the store with 
me.’ 
 
6.      My mother taught me FORSIGHT. 
‘Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case you’re in an accident.’ 
 
7.      My mother taught me IRONY. 
‘Keep crying, and I’ll give you something to cry about.’ 
 
8.      My mother taught me about the science of OSMOSIS. 
‘Shut your mouth and eat your supper.’ 
 
9..    My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM. 
‘Will you look at the dirt on the back of your neck!. 
 
10.   My mother taught me about STAMINA. 
‘You’ll sit there until all that spinach is gone.’ 
 
11.   My mother taught me about WEATHER. 
‘This room looks like a tornado went through  
 
12. My mother taught me about HYPOCRISY. 
‘If I’ve told you once, I’ve told you a million times. Don’t exaggerate.’ 
 

25 Things I owe my Mother  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2009 continued.  
���� ����

���������������� DATE  ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ EVENT����

October 18 G.C.S. & B. Soc. to do a display at Rosser Park for  
Gardens Alive hosted by Gold Coast Regional 
Botanical Gardens. 

October 24  Annual Show Display and Plant Sales Competition/
Popular Vote judged show. 

October 31  Second Bus Trip for 2009  -  Brisbane Bayside. 
Garden 1 Tracey Renn at Redland Bay 
Garden 2 Mal and Michelle Cameron at Victoria Pt. 
Garden 3 Anne McBurnie at Capalaba. 

November 
5,6,&7 

Southport Park Shopping Centre. Display & Sales 

November 28  Annual General Meeting / General Meeting, Christmas 
Party and Large Plant Raffle Robina Uniting Church 
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
 

October 17    Field day to John and Genny Catlan’s garden.17  
Pelican Parade, Jacobs Well. 

September 26   General Meeting  Robina Uniting Church. Beginners 
Class 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m. Meeting  
begins 1.00 p.m. 
  CENT AUCTION TODAY. 
 
   

August 13,14 
& 15 

Gold Coast Show, Parklands. 



 

 

May  Spotted Neoregalias, Orthophytums, Tillandsias and 
Variegated Bromeliads. 

June   Alcantareas, foliage Vrieseas, Dykias, Hechtias, and 
Asterias. 

July Billbergias, Pitcarinias, Cerepegias, Hoyas, 
Nidulariums and Agaves. 

August Billbergias, Foliage Vrieseas, Catopsis, and Miniature 
Neoregalias. 

September Billbergias and Guzmanias 

October Vrieseas, Neoregalias, Nidulariums, Guzmanias and 
Crassulaceae 

November Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents 
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lant of the month. A reminder to all  members if you also have a 
good specimen from the nominated genera, please do not hesitate to 
bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t necessarily have to be in 
flower, we also grow for their foliage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DON’T FORGET to participate in the Queensland 
Cancer Council ‘BIG CUPPA’ to raise funds to donate 
to the Cancer Council at the MAY  meeting. 
 
Dig deep and donate a GOLD coin for a good course. 
Lets see if we can do better than last year! 
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We Joined the bromeliad society in the end of 2006. Keen dancers we never had 
success in growing plants   We had made attempts to grow things. Twice we had a 
10 acre block in New Zealand . Coming from the Netherlands we never had a 
garden . We lived in a apartment . The only thing we grew where house plants. I 
took a fancy to Orchids in New Zealand .We  built the collection up to thirty very 
nice cymbidiums, then had some scale on them. Paul would spray them for me. 
Well he did and every one died, he could not understand it. I investigated it.  He 
used a sprayer, previous used for weed killer, but he washed it he told me .This 
was the end of plants for us.  
 
In the beginning of 2006 Paul needed  a knee replacement., no dancing for us for a 
while. In Hospital one of our dancing friends brought Paul a plant with aYellow 
flower. A Canistropsis citron  we know now . He really liked it and it stood in 
Hospital and later in our Lounge for a long time. It sits now in our garden. The 
next one was splendens Vriesea and many guzmanias followed by Neo`s , we are 
now hooked on the broms and do not grow much else., there is no room.  Paul has 
now labeled his spraying cans, as he has several. He loves raising seeds. We only 
have a small block and have a collection  of all sorts what ever takes our fancy , 
and still adding on to it , and are happy bromeliad growers. 

How bromeliads came in 
to our life. 

Karin and Paul van Tol 

Paul & Karin’s garden 
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BROMS   PLUS !!  
by Berice Bragg 

  

 

 
 
 

 Our first coach trip of the year took us 
to the Sunshine Coast where we visited 
Bruce Dunstan’s very  professional 
Greenstock Nurseries, and then on to 
Gwen and Doug Parkinson’s garden at 
Ningi.   
 
Even though I had convinced my 
husband that this would not be a major 
spending spree, I did manage to find a 
small number of plants that just 
couldn’t be resisted.  I managed to stay 

roughly within budget so was feeling proud of myself. 
 
After lunch at Gwen and Doug’s, it was suggested that we might like to take a walk 
over the road to look at a neighbour’s garden.  This neighbour was Peter Snell who 
runs his business Court Yard Creations from his home.  We  saw really lovely 
garden ornaments, paving blocks, fence posts, water features etc. which he had 
manufactured.  It was here that we met “La Bella” – a beautiful young lady reclining 
in an idyllic setting.  It did not take long to convince ourselves that we too should  
have  a La Bella as the centre piece of a section of our garden.  With the help of  
Cheryl Weaver who  had already purchased a beautiful bird bath and pedestal and 
arranged delivery to the Gold Coast, we made the unplanned purchase which 
certainly was not within budget. 
 
With the additional purchase of  garden edging, river pebbles, loads of bark  and 2 
days labour, all necessary  to give La Bella an appropriate setting, it became clear 
that the trip worked out a little more expensive than I had anticipated. 
 
Despite all the hard work  in forming the new garden bed, I think I’ve convinced 
Barry that it was all worth it, and an added advantage is that I now have a new 
bromeliad bed in the front garden of the house  (previously a no no for bromeliads).  
This accommodates my collection of Aechmea Blanchetianas as can be seen from 
the photo.  We all know how much space these beautiful plants take. 
 
The lesson to be learned from this episode is that there may be more than 
bromeliads to purchase on the Society’s outings, but we wouldn’t miss them for 
quids !! 

 

 

rogram for Guest Speakers coming up over the next few 
months.  
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MAY:     
Mr. Barry Genn will travel to speak to us on “Tillandsias” 
 

 
JUNE:    
John Catlan will speak on the topic of “Foliage Vrieseas” 
 
John Catlan & Kathleen Henderson will field questions and give advice on 
the Brom and Cactus ‘gift plants’ at the June meeting. 
 
JULY:                           
Arno King will give a power point presentation of “Endangered Bromeliads” 
 
 
AUGUST:   
Neville Ryan will be our speaker on the topic of “Tillandsias.” 
 
 
SEPTEMBER:  
Greg Aizlewood will introduce us to the “Wonderful World of Billbergias” 
(Plant of the Month) 
 
 

*************************************** 

�
���REMINDER  to everyone to bring in their ‘gift plants’,  Parodia 
   Apricus and Ursulaea macvaughii to the JUNE meeting so John and 
   Kathleen can give cultural information, growing tips and problem, 
   if there are any . 
    

                          DON’T FORGET , we want to see these ‘gift plants’ on the  show 
bench on October 24th. 
    

�
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AUGUST 28, 29, and 30               
Gold Coast Show, Parklands Show Grounds. 
 
OCTOBER 10 AND 11  
Wavell Heights Spectacular  --  Display and Sales of Bromeliads.  Edinburgh 
Castle Road, Wavell Heights. 
 
NOVEMBER 7 AND 8  
Bromeliad Society of Queensland  --  Spring Show Mt. Coot-tha.  
�

�

 
 
 

DETAILS OF OTHER SOCIETY 
SHOWS / EVENTS FOR 2009 

                         
                        Please have your articles to me no later than the 8th July, 2009 
                     If you have anything of interest eg: how or where you grow your  
                     plants or how you  became interested in them, do a small article for   
                     the Bromlink. You don’t have to be an Author! You may even like 
to supply a photo of your garden with a few lines about how it started. 
Remember, it is your Newsletter and although articles from other societies are 
interesting original ones from YOU our members will be just as interesting. So 
don’t be shy just give it a go. 
You can hand it to me at the meeting or post/email to address below. 
 
brommad@optusnet.com.au 
19 Garoona Gve; 
Slacks Creek,     Qld.   4127              Ph:  33883575                       

Who am I? 
Don’t know the name of a plant? Why not bring it along to 
the meeting and have Kerry Tate solve the problem. 
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Rocks smothered    

  On tree trunks    � �
      On Lattice   
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and often these once cute gardens become mounts for large bromeliads and the  
rocks seem to disappear. Well, one of mine did and the second is heading down 
the same path. These rocks are now covered with very large pots of landscaping 
plants e.g. Hohembergia rosea. Smaller pots are stuck into the crevices leaving the 
rocks no longer visible. There are some wonderful examples in gardening books 
(The Tropical Garden by William Warren publisher Thames & Hudson Pp140-
143,208) where rocks have been integrated with a water feature like a pond or a 
waterfall. Just not possible on my quarter acre. I never envy but I can dream. 

Rockeries 
These are the best of all especially if you have a dull and boringly flat block of 
dirt. With a small retaining wall at the back pile up the rocks. You may like firstly, 
to mound with dirt to get a greater spread of your rocks. Plant your plants in the 
crevices held firmly by some garden mulch. 

Ornaments 
It is quite an added attraction to have bromeliads growing out of ornaments. My 
little monkey looks exceptionally cheeky.  

Trees 
To me this does not fit the title of the article but sort of wraps up epiphytic 
growing. Hopefully the photos will speak for themselves. If the trees shed their 
bark it never looks as good as you have to firstly attach the plant to something 
which you then have to nail to the tree. It looks a little odd but I have nailed a 
section of Aluminium lattice on to a bark shedding tree and I just place Tills in the 
holes and they grow. I call Tills “Grey Grasses” as they grow fast up here. They 
nearly need mowing. They come up everywhere. I have another similar section of 
lattice nailed to a barren brick wall of my potting shed.  
My potting shed is worth mentioning. It is actually the aviary my boys had when 
they collected parrots and pheasants. The flight area is my seedling area and the 
shed part is my potting area. The skirting board below the roof is covered with 
overgrown tillandsias. One wall is covered with tillandsias glued to cross sectional 
cuts of my callistemon tree branches. Cut the branches at a 45 degree angle and 
they look fine. The longer side of the shed has the Aluminium lattice plus Tills. 
I’m not mad on Tills but they keep falling to the ground and I have to mow them 
or mount them somewhere. They look great clumped on trees. On top of my 
potting shed you would find a multitudes of cut down foam boxes full of my 
seedlings. Altogether not a pretty sight so no photo issupplied here. The trees they 
do the best in my yard are the callistemons and the melaleucas. Next best would be 
palms and corkwood. Buckinghamia and umbrella trees would be the last of the 
good ones. 
 
 

With acknowledgement to Bromeliaceae Jan/Feb  2009 
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This again will be a self driving day to two gardens on the southern end of the Gold 
Coast.  Gardens to be confirmed and details set out in the newsletter at a later date. 
 
 
����

 
 
 
This bus trip will be heading to Brisbane Bayside going to two G.C.S. & B. 
Soc.members gardens. The first will be to Tracey Renn’s garden at Redland Bay. 
The second garden visit will be to Malcolm and Michelle Cameron’s home at 
Victoria Point and then to Ann McBurnie’s garden at Capalaba.  Ann is a member 
of the Bromeliad Society of Queensland and she has kindly offered us to visit her 
garden, which is set on one and a half acres of lovely landscaped gardens. 
 
There will be updated information on this trip closer to the time when the bus times 
will be set out and published in the Bromlink. 
 
 

*************************************** 
 

GARDENS TO VISIT FOR INTERSTATE VISITORS. 
 

I am working in conjunction with Eileen Killingley from the Illawarra Society Inc., 
who is compiling a list of gardens and nurseries for bromeliad members heading 
north on holidays to visit. 
 
If you are interested in opening your garden to interstate visitors  from time to time, 
please contact Narelle. She will collect your relevant detwails and forward them 
onto Eileen so she can formulate a list to be handed to her members on request. 
 
This would be a wonderful way to meet people with like minded interests. 
 
Contact Narelle Aizlewood.  07 55461161 
 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13th  
FIELD DAY 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 31st  
SECOND BUS TRIP FOR 2009 
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What a wonderful day for our first bus trip. It was even more exciting for myself & 
Margaret as we usually self drive but thanks to the encouragement of Narelle we 
decided to have a go on the bus. Greg  and Tom carried me on and off so all went 
well.  
 
We left from our last pick up point from Coomera just after 7.30am and headed 
North to our first garden, (actually it is a wholesale nursery) at Bellmere, Caboolture 
owned by Bruce Dunstan. Along with our trusty co-pilot Greg, we finally arrived at 
our destination.  On arrival we were greeted by Bruce and staff and given a small 
commentary about the nursery and what they do. Then it was off to do some  
shopping and take in the vast number of bromeliads they grow. I was quite in awe of 
the size of some of them, especially the Alcantereas. There was one that had a 
flower spike at least 4ft high. I should live to see one of mine get to that size! There 
was also a nice collection of Succulents. I noticed Cactus Kate grabbed a few. 
 
Every one ran for cover when a five min shower decided to interrupt things. Once it 
was over it was back to business. Bruce gave an interesting talk on how and where 
they grow there bromeliads from seed. Interestingly, they grow most of them in full 
sun to prepare them for the  environment that they will be eventually homed in. 
They sell mostly to landscapers which means the plants are mostly in full sun. 
 
We eventually started to gather up our treasures and help Jim load them under the 
bus. There were so many plants that Jim was asking for a rope to tie the wheelchair 
on the back of the bus, I think with me in it. A bit scary! 
 
With all our plants packed safely underneath we headed of to our second garden at 
Gwen and Doug Parkinson at Ningi (Bribie Island). By the time we arrived at Gwen 
& Doug’s, the sun was shining. We all clambered off the bus with bags and boxes in 
hand ready to start again. What a beautiful garden set on 2 acres. There were plenty 
of plants for sale so some headed straight for the sales area while others set them 
selves up under the covered area provided by our hosts. I think most of us were  

Our First Bus Trip For 2009.  
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could be the start of a great crime fiction novel that I am destined to write. 
Totem Poles 

You need an old tree fern trunk. Drive a metal stake into the ground. Then drop 
the tree fern log over it. You would not think I would have to tell you that? 
Foolishly I used a broom handle for my first stake. It rotted and fell and squashed 
my first $100 brom. I then begin to attach the broms. Smaller ones to the top and 
larger ones to the bottom. Use small clumpers or runners and vary the colours. I 
attach larger plants with black irrigation hose held on by two clouts. Black against 
black so you don’t see the hose. Some effective choices in Neos are Neo. ‘Short 
and Sweet,’ ‘Fireball’, ‘Rosa Muller’, ‘Fairy Nice’, ‘Marble Throat,’ ampullacea, 
tigrina, ‘Ornato,’ ‘Guine’a, ‘Wee Willie’, ‘Strawberry Cream’. 
If you are going to cut one of your tree ferns down, remember to firstly chop all 
the leaves off, then let the first new leaf open and then cut it down. You can now 
take the top section off and restart it in sand in your bush house. This is for 
tropical tree ferns like Cyathea cooperi. Southern growers don’t have to do this 
with their southern tree ferns. They just grow from the top log, no mucking 
around. You can buy these live logs in the shops down there. I have made one 
totem using a star picket and pushed fern peat (kebab style) from dead epiphytes 
on to it. Did not quite work out as expected. With all the watering the ferns came 
back to life. Does not look too bad. Not sure which will win? 

Hollow Logs 
These are very ornamental and if you can get some from old hardwood hollow 
trees, with hollow branches, all the better. I have a lot of the very large plants 
growing in these. Aechmea mexicana and many of the giant N. johannis related 
neoregelias. In contrast I have a log with holes on the side and variagared Aech 
orlandianas look quite attractive sprouting out of these. Ants can be a problem and 
one time I even had white ants in one log. 

Big Logs 
When ever a tree comes down in the yard I chop it up. Longer lengths lie along the 
ground. Aech Forest Fire Hybrids make a wonderful display on these. The 
remaining logs go into piles and I place a whole range of plants in these. Soon the 
logs can’t be seen. Palms rot quite quickly and can be mulched to make good peat. 
Before this I drill holes with a ‘key saw’ and then plant my broms. Usually get up 
to about 4 years of growing. Much smaller logs you can hang horizontally along a 
fence or even hang vertically from a tree. 

Rocks 
I have even heard of people drilling holes into rocks to hold plants in place. That 
is just too much trouble. Set the plant in place with any fast setting glue. This 
alone is no good as it breaks down in sunlight and cracks away when you hose it. 
When the glue has set, put a band of silicon sealant which is useless for a while 
but once set allows for a lot of movement. Use the guttering type. Growing is slow  
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Weird and Unusual 
Places to grow 

bromeliads. 
Author: Rob Smythe MSc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My interest in this started after the Townsville City Council invited me to give 
a talk on the growing of bromeliads at a rather low key garden orientated expo 
they were running in the Botanical Gardens. My topic was 
“Bromeliads Grow Anywhere” 
I decided to glue a Till to the brim of my cap. This would get the message over 
very quickly. This cap still sits on the corner post of my decking. The Till has 
grown flowered and multiplied over the past couple of years. 

As semi-aquatic plants. 
In Bromeliaceae Sept/ Oct 2 007 p 2 5 I had a short article and photo of 
Neophytum gurkenii and an Orthophytum growing happily with their trunks and 
roots submerged in a fish pond. They are still doing well. I have had to reduce 
their size and have cut off a large amount of stem. They have never branched. 
Since then I read of Quesnalia arvensis overgrowing swamps. I potted up a 
Quesnalia and submerged it in a pond, with its well water level a similar height to 
the pond water and it has grown well over the past few months. The submerged 
leaves naturally were not happy and were removed. 
Since my article others have reported successes. I am not surprised that one 
Neoregelia is doing well as I have seen photos of these growing just above the 
water line in the middle of streams in the wild. Quite adult plants. They must 
endure a lot of water cover during flood periods. 

Growing on wires. 
This is well known and often reported for Tillandsias. I spotted small Tillandsias 
along barbed wire and now they are clumps. I have recently run out of barbed wire 
and strung up some cloths line wire as I desperately wanted to colour up some 
miniatures that I am currently breeding. Hanging pots don’t slip and slide along 
barbed wire. I had the bright idea of gluing Tills along the clothes line wires and 
they work very well as slide stops. 

Growing on Bones 
A Townsville grower specializes in this. She does not have a macabre bone in her 
body. That is probably a poor choice of phrasing for this topic. She gets large 
bones from the butcher and lets the moderately large dog have his way with them. 
She recovers the bones, takes them down to thebush house and attaches her plants. 
I just looked back at what I had typed and I had typed doctor not butcher. This  
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hungry as we all tucked into our picnic lunch. There was a lot of frivolity going on 
which made for a very enjoyable break. 
 
After lunch, we were taken on a tour of the  garden, mainly their very large nursery 
that housed many hundred bromeliads. Gwen was kept busy answering many 
questions and with her  knowledge on bromeliads she seemed to manage to answer 
most of them. 
 
With the tour over we went back to the to covered area for a cup of tea kindly 
provided by our hosts. Greg had managed to buy 53 seedlings ($200) from Bruce 
Dunstan which was a lovely gesture on Bruce’s behalf. Narelle handed every 
member a lovely plant. There were a mixture of Vriesieas & Alcantereas. 
 
After we all had a chat it was time to load the bus again. Jim did a wonderful job of 
managing to fit more plants in along with the first collection. I was really getting 
worried by now as to where the wheelchair might fit in, but it did.  
 
With everyone aboard we waved farewell to Gwen and Doug and headed South for 
our drop off destinations. Everyone seemed to have enjoyed themselves and there 
was much banter going on so not many nodded off. We arrived back at Coomera 
around 4.00pm. 
 
All in all it was a wonderful day and we thank both hosts for their warm hospitality. 
 
Bring on the next bus trip! I know I can’t wait. Thanks Jim for looking after us and 
we’re happy you are hanging around. 
 

Written by Gail Young (Editor) 
 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS. 
 

Monica and Colin Mead recently 
celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary. 
 
Well done to you both and we hope you 
have many more years to celebrate. 
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Photo’s from our bus trip. 

On arrival at Caboolture Bruce gives a talk. 

No room for w/chair! 

Doug, Gwen & Narelle 

Barb & Julies B/Day cake 
Going Home 

Doug & Gwen’s 

 

Mmmm!! 
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flowering for Neville. He also had Tillandsia fasciculata  X  Tillandsia xerographica 
which he had acquired from Birdrock Tropicals in the U.S.A. and was also 
flowering for the first time. 
 

Again thanks again to all for your participation and we look forward to another great 
display at Mt. Coot-tha at their next show on the 7 and 8 November. 

 ~    G.C.S.&B. display at Mt.  Coot-tha   ~    �     �       

   ~  Narelle received an award at Mt. Coot-tha    ~   
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REPORT OF THE DISPLAY AT THE B.S.Q. SHOW MT. COOT-THA 

I would like to sincerely thank Mal and Michelle Cameron, Monica and Colin 
Mead, John Catlan, and Neville Ryan for helping me with the lovely display at the 
recent Queensland Bromeliad Society Show at the Auditorium at Mt. Coot-tha in 
April.  We had a large area to work with and I must say the quality of plants bought 
along for display was excellent, and we were able to very capably fill our allocated 
space.  I am sure that all G.C.S. & B. Soc members who visited the show would 
have been proud of our display. 
 
Monica and Colin Mead supplied Neoregelias Moby Dick, Red Homage, Kahalia 
Dawn, Purple Star, Scarlet Charlotte, Blackie, Donna, Green Apple, Concentrica , 
carcharodon and Dark Shark which was a particularly nice Neoregelia they had 
purchased from Tony Wright on the Sunshine Coast and was a Gee Whiz  X  Jaws 
Hybrid.   They also provided Vriesea  gigantea var.seideliana (This plant was 
originally known as Vriesea Nova.),  Vriesea fosteriana CV. “Red Chestnut” and 
Vriesea hieroglyphica, as well as three of Bob Grant’s new release mini  guzmanias. 
 
Some of the beautiful plants Mal and Michelle supplied were  Guzmania musiaca , 
Guz. Orange Ade variegata,  Aechmea hoppii,  Aechmea orlandiana cv. ‘Ensign’, 
Neoregelia Bang which they acquired from Peter Tristram,  Neoregelia Aussie 
Dream Supurba from Olive Trevor , and Neoregelia  Harveys Jewel which was a 
delightfull neoregelia which was also a new release from Olive Trevor.  We find  
Guzmania musiaca is an extremely hard plant to grow, but Mal and Michelle’s was 
a beautifully grown flowering specimen that had a frontal position in the display, 
and attracted a lot a attention for the members of the general public with its 
attractive flower spike. 
 
John Catlan supplied Aechmea Del Mar, a beautifully coloured foliage Vriesea   
‘Red Dragon’ which John tells us he and Genny got from Alan Ladd from his 
Nursery at Cherry Road in about 1985.  He also provided  various neoregelias and a 
Pitcairnia smithiorum. 
 
Neville Ryan set out his tillandisas on a stand covered withTillandsia usneoides , a 
collection of small tillandsias including Till. ionantha cv. Fuego, Till. smalliana,  
Till. toropiensis, Till. ehlersiana, a collection of Till. tectorums,  and featuriung 
flowering Tillandsia duratii  which made a great display. He also had a number  of 
Tillandsia fasciculata and variations of at the base of the stand and set about in the 
display.  Neville had a Tillandsia fasciculata ‘Alex’  which held a single inflated 
spike.  This particular plant was acquired from Peter Tristram and was a first time  
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Welcome all. 2009 has started with club membership growing to 245 at present, 
with new members joining every month. 
 
Our first bus trip in March was well attended with all members having a great 
time at Greenstock nursery with many plants purchased then on to Ningi to a 
lovely garden with hosts Gwen and Doug Parkinson and lunch. 
 
Bruce Dunstan gave a talk about his trip to South America at our April meeting. 
Most members only wish they could go. (Did you all see the bromeliad gardens in 
South America on Around the World in 80 Gardens on ABC1)? 
 
The extra sales day on the 4th April gave members a venue to sell plants. The day 
early on looked terrible weather wise, but the sun came out just in time and sales 
were quite good, the raffle was well supported and the club made $500 after all 
expenses. Five new members were signed up on the day. Thank you to all members 
who helped on the day. That is always most appreciated. 
 
In May we have our display and sales at Southport Park, display of succulents and 
bromeliads at the Oasis Shopping Centre, and an open day at our garden. 
 
We have changed the format of the meetings with guest speakers giving their talks 
before afternoon tea, with our plant id and club speakers directly after, and club 
management and general business last. This change seems to be working well. 
Our only hope is we don’t end up talking to ourselves. 
 
Jim Adams tells me bus tickets are already half sold for the trip in October so if 
you’re  coming put your name  down , it would be a pity to miss out. 
 
For those members who missed the last meeting I reported the result of our court 
case with settlement by us of $600 with no further action by both parties. This was 
a good result in light that the judge questioned that did we expect to get free 
accommodation! If we had to pay our solicitor’s fees of over $2000 the case would 
have been cheaper not to contest. I personally wish to thank  Greg Mylne our 
lawyer for being a friend to our club. Many members have donated nice 
bromeliads to give Glen as payment. (If any ather bus trippers would like to 
donate a nice plant I will gladly pass them on).  
It will be an exciting and challenging year ahead. 

Tom Norris 

President’s Report 
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To go or not to go? As a brom enthusiast but with limited knowledge, I 
wondered how intimidated I might feel mixing with many knowledgeable  
people from all over Australia and New Zealand. I need not have been 
concerned. Everyone was so friendly. Also, having never been to Adelaide 
Harry and I thought it would be a great  opportunity to “kill two birds with 
one stone”. 
 
The hotel was in North Adelaide, not far from the airport and within walking 
distance of the city centre, botanic gardens etc. the drought had to be seen to 
be believed in the city and out in the countryside. The roses (one of my other 
loves) were in abundance everywhere, street scapes, private gardens, 
wineries, etc. and appeared to be affected by the drought. Probably, because I 
believe they require a fair amount of water! The trees were suffering badly, 
not just the natural deciduous fall. Many were dying. 
 
We went to Adelaide on Tuesday 7th and spent the days prior to the 
Conference looking around and also a tour to the Barrossa where we  did the 
obvious! 
 
Now, to stop rabbiting on and tell you about the Conference. I found the talks 
very informative and well presented and I learnt a lot. The Conference 
started with registration on Friday followed by the first talk by Dr. Jason 
Grant, a Doctor of botany, an authority on Alcantereas. Then a cocktail party 
reception allowing the delegates to mingle, old friends to meet up from 
previous conferences and new friends to be made. 
 
Day 2, Saturday started with another talk by Jason on Alcanterea, Werauhia 
in the context of Vriesia. A break for coffee was followed by a talk by Mark 
Paul, Alcantereas in habitat and cultivation. We then had a talk by Kerry 
Tate about her experience with 20007 winter frost and the damage. Photos  
were a sorry sight. With her usual jovial manner she presented the before, 
during and after, interspersed with humour. 
 
Not again, food? Yes it was lunch time. This was followed by a talk from  
  

BROMADELAIDE CONFERENCE XV 
2009 
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Michael Romonowski, broms in habitat and cultivation. Another talk by 
Nigel Thomson, Out of Africa into Oz, an interesting virtual story from his 
first addiction to broms. Coffee and tea finished the talks for Saturday and 
THEN the plant sales. A beautiful selection of most genre. Of course I had to 
get a few foliage Vriesias, top of the list Tiger Tim. It being near my birthday 
I opted for this lovely plant instead of the ear-rings Harry thought to buy me. 
7pm all dressed up for dinner. A very good meal followed by the rare plant 
auction. This was great fun and I was shocked at some of the prices the 
enthusiastic collectors paid. 
 
Day 3 Sunday. Talk by Andrew Fowler on Tillandsias. Their infinite beauty 
and form. Lunch followed and the conference came to an end. 
 
Hosted by the Bromeliad Society of S.A. we all agreed they did a great job 
and a good time was spent by all. 
 
As I stated at the beginning this was our first conference and it was great. I 
encourage you all to start thinking about attending the next, for which 
Darwin has been selected as the venue. We have started saving already and 
look forward to getting details very soon. 
 

Written by Ann Schenk. 
 

************************************** 
Novel way of growing Cryptanthus. 

 
 
I was about to throw this fish tank out when I 
decided I would try to grow some cryptanthus 
in it and see how they went. 
 
I put some small pebbles in the base then 
topped it up with suitable soil. Small rocks 
have been placed strategically around with 
small crypts along with a piece of drift wood 

at the back of the tank. The crypts are growing beautifully and the medium 
seems to stay nice and moist so I think I’m on a winner. Fingers crossed! 

Written by Gail Young 

 


