
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The aims of the society shall be: 
   
   
 
 (A)     To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to 
            promote the culture and development of the  
            succulents and bromeliads. 
 
  (B)   To acquire and disseminate information regarding 
           these plants and to encourage their production 
           and propagation. 
                
  (C)   To ban totally from our collection any such plants 
           which become noxious. 
 
  (D)   To enlighten members and the public on the dangers 
           of cultivating certain noxious species. 
 
  (E)   To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other 
           events, and to make such publications as are deemed  
          desirable. 
 
  (F)   To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect 
          ourselves with similar bodies or societies.   
 
 (G)   To make seeds and plants available to members  
          under the control of the Society. 
 
 (H)   To foster family membership and members. 
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Advertise Here 

CRYPTANTHUS! 
CRYPTANTHUS! 

 
COME SEE MY PLANTS AT 

11 MOOREA CRT;  PACIFIC PINES. 
Specialising in Cryptanthus. 
Cryptanthus Starter kits available. 
Ph:  55027701  Roly Soegaard. 

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS of 
AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET (near 
Mullumbimby) Large range of brome-
liads. Agents for Deroose, Exotic 
plant of Belgium & Andrew Maly’s 
KIWI COLLECTION VRIESEAS. 
Visitors welcome by appointment. 
P.0266845374. F.0266845168. email: 
plants@ausbroms.com.au 
Website: www.ausbroms.com.au 

 
 
         This Space Available. 

Would you like to advertise 
in our Journal? 

 
$20 for 2 Months - Life of ONE 
publication, or $100 per annum 

 
 
 

          This Space Available. 
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A warm welcome to our 
    New members for Sept/Oct 

 
   
  Beverley Bainbridge                             Bernadette Jones 
  Judy Blair                                              Rae Kerr 
  Ronda Hall                                            Janice I’Anson 
  John & Judy Paterson                           Sandra Young 
  Anthony & Maxine Morrish                 Sandie Sitkiewicz 
  Jeremy Naydon 
  Peter & Deidre Hipperson           
 
We hope you enjoy learning more about Bromeliads & Succulents from our 
meetings with our guest speakers, and we look forward to seeing you on our 
field trips we organize through out the year. 
           

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another year has come and gone, but what a wonderful year it has been. There have 
been some wonderful and interesting gardens visited through the year as well as bus 
trips all thanks to Narelle our secretary who works overtime to organize such trips. 
Here’s hoping next year is as successful, if not better. 
 
I would also like to thank those who have contributed with articles for our magazine 
over the year. Please don’t hesitate if you have an article of interest. Perhaps you 
have a different way of growing your plants that may interest others, or any other 
subject. Send it to me by email, post or hand it to me at the meetings along with a 
photo if you have one. Help make your magazine interesting. 
 
Lastly, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy and safe New Year.  
 

Gail Young. 

Message from The Editor. 
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General meeting every 4th Saturday of the month held at - 
Robina Uniting Church, 4 Greenwich Crt: Robina. 
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   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2008 

  DATE                               EVENT 

January 24   General Meeting  Robina Uniting Church. Beginners 
Class 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting   
begins 1.00 p.m. 

February 28  General  Meeting  Robina Uniting Church 
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 

January Aechmea, flowering Vriesea, Tillandsias and 
Hohenbergias 

February Ananus, Intergeneric plants, Tillandsias and full sun 
Neoregalias. 

March    Cryptanthus, Tillandsias, Full sun Aechmeas and 
Canistrums. 

April  Cryptanthus, Tillandsias and Succulents. 

May  Spotted Neoregalias, Orthophytums, Tillandsias and 
Variegated Bromeliads. 

June   Alcantareas, foliage Vrieseas, Dykias, Hechtias, and 
Asterias. 

July Billbergias, Pitcarinias, Cerepegias, Hoyas, 
Nidulariums and Agaves. 

August Billbergias, Foliage Vrieseas, Catopsis, and Miniature 
Neoregalias. 

lant of the month. A reminder to all  members if you also have 
a good specimen from the nominated genera, please do not hesitate 
to bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t necessarily have to be in 
flower, we also grow for their foliage. 
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have had a few sprinkles of snow. Large boulders are laid on the ground, marking 
the pathways. The beds are built up to the height of the boulders, with rich dark soil. 
The Cryptanthus were in their element, growing with their earth mother. They were 
a delight to behold, Australian hybrids in one bed, species in another and hybrids by 
USA in another bed, not hard to find when a customer wanted a particular plant. So 
if Bob Whitman can grow his Cryptanthus so well in Texas, we should be able to 
grow them better in warm and sunny Queensland. 
One of the best methods I have seen was used by Robert Reilly, some years ago 
now. In his large shade house, the centre was taken up by a large table waist high 
and from memory about 12 ft long and 6 ft wide. On this was laid flat sheets of 
galvanised iron, with a lip of about 2 inches or so all around. This bed was filled 
with coarse river sand, always kept damp and the Cryptanthus loved it. If I were 
young again and had the where withal, this is the way I’d go. 
Crypts on the average grow about 10 inches across, but who of us (the oldies I 
suppose), can remember that C. ‘Goldie Langdon’ of some years ago, when John 
Catlan took Champion of the Bromeliaceae at the Mt Cootha Show. It must have 
been 3 feet across. I asked John how he grew it to such dimensions and perfection. 
He said he could only attribute it to an employee, who used to throw the residue of 
fungicide over the end of the bench, when she had finished spraying other plants. 
Maybe Crypts like fungicide occasionally. I did not have a camera at the time, but if 
any member has a photo of that phenomenal cryptanthus, I’d be most grateful of a 
copy. 
Under artificial light, crypts respond very well. Because of the cold, some of our 
USA members have to grow their plants in cellars, lit and warmed by fluorescent 
tubes. They grow them as well as those who grow them under natural conditions. 
From these methods which I have recounted, I hope there is one which appeals to 
you. I hope this article will induce more members to take up the challenge and grow 
these beautiful plants. I look forward to seeing a whole array of captivating 
cryptanthus, gracing the tables at the next Mt CoothaCombined Show. 
The Earth Stars are not the lowly relations of the more flamboyant genera of the 
Bromeliaceae. They are given to us to gladden our days, as their counterparts, the 
heavenly stars, do at night. 
 

Acknowledgment to Bromeliaceae Jan/Feb 2007 
 

             Please have your articles to me no later than  
          the 5th January, 2009.  
          brommad@optusnet.com.au 
          19 Garoona Gve;  Slacks Creek, Qld  4127                               
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appalled to find their roots covered in  mealy bug. Some had no roots at all. If 
Cryptanthus are too dry, mealy bugs thrive. I dipped thern all to remove the bugs, 
then I placed corrugated fibrolite roofing on the ground and placed the potted plants 
on top. Reasoning that the mealy bugs came out of the soil, I sealed off the ends of 
the fibrolite, hoping to keep the channels filled with water. This was a failure too, as 
the fibrolite soaked up the water in no time. At that time we had no reticulated water 
system and all the plants had to be hand watered. With only tanks, one had to be 
careful with the water. The mealy bug infested the pots again, much to my disgust. 
new horizons opened up when reticulated water was laid on. 
On my north facing verandah, I nailed 6 inch wide boards to the railings. On this I 
placed foam troughs, which are sold by nurseries and big stores. The longer troughs 
are the best, as they have a reinforcing bridge across the centre. I used old fence 
palings, cracked and worn from years of service. I made a platform from a paling, 
cut to fit down in the trough, with two small pieces nailed on each end, the bridge in 
the middle being the middle foot of the platform. I poured water to the level of the 
platform, which readily absorbed the water. The crypts in their pots were placed on 
the platform and they thrived. The trough will take from 5 to 6 plants depending on 
their size. The veranda was enclosed with 50% shade cloth. The sun streamed in at 
winter time, and in summer, when they did not need the hot sun, the overhang from 
the roof sheltered them. I found it an ideal way to grow my crypts. With over 100 
pots to water on the verandah, the task of carrying buckets of water up twelve steps 
became a chore. I could not use the hose as the verandah boards would deteriorate 
and as it was, and careful as I could be, they were already showing signs of rot. I 
commend this method to growers who can use the hose to fill their containers and 
keep the water to the level of the platforms. This method will do equally well in 
shade and in glass houses. I tried the wick system used by African Violet growers. 
At last, I thought I had found the ultimate. I used clear plastic tubs as the water 
containers, so I could watch the water level. The potted crypts were placed on top of 
the water container with the wick, supplying the water. It should have been 
successful, but life was not meant to be easy, the algae grew in the water pots, a 
slimy mess. I was forever cleaning the slime off the tubs, even using steel wool, as 
the algae just loved living in that water. I tried fungicide, but even that could not 
stop the algae. I do not know what the African Violet growers do, to overcome this 
problem. So, another great scheme went the way of all schemes. I saw a nursery in 
Florida which grew their plants on a slightly slanted bed of  underfelt. Old carpet 
would do as well. This was watered from the top, the water permeating to the  
bottom. This method looked great to me, but I did not stay around long enough to 
find out the drawbacks, if any. A most commendable method is Bob Whitinan’s 
treatment of Cryptanthus. He has a very large shade house, reinforced in winter with 
with a covering of thick plastic or bubble plastic. It can get fairly cold in Texas, 
USA and Bob told me in the in the years he has been growing Bromeliads, they  

 

 

  Page  2                      Bromlink     Christmas Edition  2008 

rogram for Guest Speakers coming up over the next few months.  
 
 

  
  

 
      
  
 
JANUARY:    
 
Herb Plever’s Presentation as presented at the World Bromeliad Conference  2008 
in Cairns. 
 
FEBRUARY:    
 
John Catlan will present a power point presentation of “Colour in 
Neoregelias” as presented at the World Bromeliad Conference 2008 in 
Cairns 
 
MARCH:    
 
Beryl Batchelor will be our Guest Speaker on the topic of “How She grows her 
Cryptanthus” 
 
 
APRIL:   
 
Kay Fleming will speak on “Succulents” 
 
 
MAY:     
 
Mr. Barry Genn will travel to speak to us on “Tillandsias” 
 
 

September Billbergias and Guzmanias 

October Vrieseas, Neoregalias, Nidulariums, Guzmanias and 
Crassulaceae 

November Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents 
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SATURDAY 14 MARCH --  FIRST BUS TRIP 
BRUCE DUNSTAN – STOCKADE NURSERY AT BELLMERE  ( Caboolture) 
Bruce has kindly agreed to us doing a bus trip to his Nursery.  It will be an open day 
for also the Queensland Bromeliad Society and the Sunshine Coast Bromeliad 
Society.  The nursery is on a very large area of land and their speciality is 
Alcantareas (many varieties) together with a variety of large landscaping plants of 
mixed genera. 
It is hoped that we will then travel to another very interesting garden at Ningi. 
Confirmed times and bus pick up points will be published in Jan/Feb Bromlink 
together with further details on the garden visits.  This will be a great bus trip – 
not be missed. 
 
SUNDAY 10 MAY  --  FIELD DAY  
 
This will be a self driving day to three gardens on the northern end of the Gold 
Coast with the gardens possibly at Helensvale, Paradise Point and Molendinar.  
These are to be confirmed and there will be more details at a later date.  See Jan/Feb 
Bromlink 
 
SUNDAY 13  SEPTEMBER  --  FIELD DAY 
 
This again will be a self driving day to two gardens on the southern end of the Gold 
Coast.  Gardens to be confirmed and details set out in the newsletter at a later date. 
 
SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER  --  SECOND BUS TRIP FOR 2009 
 
This bus trip will be heading to Brisbane Bayside going to G.C.S.& B. 
Soc.members gardens at Redland Bay, and Victoria Point and then to Ann 
McBurnie’s garden at Capalaba.  Ann is a member of the Bromeliad Society of 
Queensland and she has kindly offered us to visit her garden. Which is set on one 
and a half acres of lovely landscaped gardens.   As this is only prior notice of dates 
for your calendar, there will be more information available about this trip as the date 
gets closer. 
 
 

PRIOR NOTICE ON FIELD DAYS AND BUS TRIPS FOR 2009 TO 
LOCK INTO YOUR DIARY DATES.  
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Cryptanthus are endemic mostly to Brazil where it is summer all the year round’, so 
their first requirement is warmth. They are terrestrials and are rarely found as 
epiphytes. They will grow well in shade houses, if the humidity is well maintained, 
perhaps by automated mist or sprinkler system. 
The most helpful guide to good growing is information about the habitat from which 
the species came and trying to simulate the same conditions. They are sometimes 
found in full  sun, but mainly prefer the filtered light or shade in coastal regions and 
forests of East Brazil. The temperature there ranges from 2 0 degrees to 28 degrees 
celsius. They will grow in most types of soil, but in culture, African violet mixture 
is recognised as most suitable. There are many mixtures used for Cryptanthus, but 
my preference is for mainly peat moss with added charcoal and coarse river sand. 
They will grow in just peat moss but need foliar feeding and granular feeding at the 
base of the plant. The best medium for getting roots on offsets is pure peat moss.  
It is very difficult to find squat pot suitable for growing Cryptanthus. Preferably 
they should be no more than 8 cm deep and 10 to 15 cm in diameter. The nearest to 
this I have found are the round squat tubs used by the margarine manufacturers. 
Some African violet growers obtain pots ideal for growing Cryptanthus, but I do not 
know the source. Growers of our ‘Earth Stars’ are not many so the plastic pot 
manufacturers see no necessity to make these pots for a small clientele. 
The smaller Cryptanthus, such as that little charmer, ‘Ruby’, ‘B vittatus’, ‘Cafe Au 
Lait’, ‘Coffee Royal’, ‘Acaulis’ and others do well in large saucers which are used 
under big pots, about 30 cms or more in diameter and 5 cins to 7.5 cms deep. I have 
used the large terracotta saucers with some success, (after having them suitably 
modified for drainage holes) but they are inclined to dry out too quickly. They are 
most suitable for growers with automated sprinkler systems. 
Cryptanthus root systems usually extend out to the extent of the leaves. The roots 
grow laterally, that is why I like a wide pot. I have not seen a well grown 
Cryptanthus without a good root system. I have seen average crypts without roots, 
only because the plant was kept damp and foliar fed. I guess the plants felt no need 
for a large root growth when the feeding was from above and absorbed by the  
leaves. Initially I tried to grow my Cryptanthus in the garden. I cleared an area 
under a calliandra tree, sheltered from the westerly winds and getting 
filteredmorning sun. I was at a loss to understand why they looked miserable. An 
experienced grower said “Pull them up and you will soon find out”. I did so and was    

Cryptanthus 
Experience 
By Grace Goode OAM 
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 ~   One of the gardens from 
The Mystery tour.  ~ 

 Photo by Ian Gordon 

 ~  Jeff Sears garden at Capalaba  ~   
Photo by Lyn Rigter. 

 ~   Anniversary Gift, Parodia apricus  ~   
Photo by Kathleen Henderson 

~  Happy Cryptanthus Group~ 
 Photo by Dot Soeggaard 
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MARCH 7 AND 8   
Wavell Heights Spectacular  --  Display and Sales of Bromeliads.  Edinburgh Castle 
Road, Wavell Heights. 
 
APRIL  10, 11, 12, AND 13  “BROMADELAIDE” 
 
APRIL 18 AND 19  
Bromeliad Society of Queensland  --  Autumn Show Mt. Coot-tha 
 
MAY 2 AND 3   
Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society – Bromeliad Spectacular  --  Display and Sales 
of Bromeliads. Community Centre, Millwell Road, Maroochydore. 
 
AUGUST 28, 29, and 30               
Gold Coast Show, Parklands Show Grounds. 
 
OCTOBER 10 AND 11  
Wavell Heights Spectacular  --  Display and Sales of Bromeliads.  Edinburgh Castle 
Road, Wavell Heights. 
 
NOVEMBER 7 AND 8  
Bromeliad Society of Queensland  --  Spring Show Mt. Coot-tha.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your subscriptions for the 2008/9 financial year fell due on 1st October. To be able 
to nominate for positions and to vote at the AGM on 22nd November you must be a 
financial member. Any renewals after 1st of January will include a $5.00 renewal-
rejoining fee.  

DETAILS OF OTHER SOCIETY SHOWS / 
EVENTS FOR 2009 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 
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Our September meeting on 27th had 113 members & 15 visitors present. We were 
entertained and informed by Kerry Tate with her plant identification segment, 
followed by Roly with his helpful hints and new product discoveries. 
 
Allan Ladd followed with an explanation of “ethepon 80” and its affects on growing 
Bromeliads. Afternoon tea was followed by a “power-point” presentation of the 
World Conference in Cairns by Greg Aizlewood and Kerry Tate. The afternoon 
concluded with a well supported Cent Auction. 
 
Saturday the 11th of October saw our coach load of happy members off to the sale 
day at Wavell Heights, then off to John and Inga Drakes home at Birkdale where we 
enjoyed lunch in the garden. After lunch we headed for Jeff Sears garden at 
Capalaba. Once again the luggage bay of the coach was full of plants headed for 
their new home on the Gold Coast. 
 
Rosser Park botanical gardens held their “Garden Alive” day on Sunday the 19th 
and we were able to display some great Broms, thanks to John Crawford, and hand 
out many flyers for our sales day. 
 
Our normal meeting day on the 25th was our annual sales day. The day was a great 
success due to the many members who offered quality plants and helped with the 
running of the day. Our first competition for the Rolly Reilly trophy was also a great 
success and next year should be even better. Congratulations to all the section 
winners and to the overall winners, John and Pam Gaddes. 
 
As this is my last report as President, I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
all of the office bearers and all members for their support during my period in 
office. With your dedication we have moved forward to a level of cultivation, social 
activity and general efficiency in our Society. 
 
Many thanks. 
 

Graeme Bullen.  
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
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inspiring for those of us who only have the average garden block. Heaps of Broms, 
mostly neo’s in wonderful condition, size and colour. Jeff had a large oblong gazebo 
in the garden complete with a huge wooden table, a cross section of a big tree, (and 
No, I didn’t ask what sort of tree) it was truly amazing, his garden was immaculate 
and in perfect  order. Why would he ever want to leave home? 
Once again it was a happy day and we are so grateful to our organisers and helpers 
of the trip. 
 
On the way home we discovered that it was Di Scott’s birthday. She was treated to a 
very ragged chorus of Happy Birthday, it sounded awful but we really meant it Di. 
 
As for Narelle, you are really “gorgeous”. 

Written by Norma Fleet. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Those who didn’t attend the Cryptanthus study group day at Roly Soegaard’s 
on 25th Sept missed a really great day. 
 
Roly has an excellent collection of Cryptanthus, as well as a vast selection of rarer 
Bromeliads. 
 
As well as Roly’s usual hospitality, he gave each visitor some free plants as a 
memento of their first visit. 
 
Our sincere thanks go to Roly for all his planning and efforts in making it such a 
great day. Thanks also goes to Dot, Roly’s wife for the lovely morning tea/lunch she 
provided. 

 
Written by Billie Morgan. 

 
 

Cryptanthus Group Meeting 
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Full of excitement and anticipation our intrepid group headed off on Sat. 
11th. Complete with dull skies and fine rain. Hopes of it clearing were a no 
go, but no way did it interfere with our day. Really heavy rain obligingly 
holding off until our trip back home. 
 
First visit was in a hall at Wavell Heights hosted by Bromeliad growers of 
Aust. Some members had been last year, but for most of us we were not 
prepared for it. The stunning display of Vrieseas in particular caught my eye, 
just outstanding for the variety, size and sheer beauty of this species. 
 
A number of our members had arrived independently, some as early as 
7.30am, and had a choice of the crème of plants, something to be said for 
being an early bird! 
 
Jim baby, our fearless driver had lots of plant sales from this first port of call. 
It’s a mystery he actually chooses to drive us; sure we may be quieter than 
Footy teams, but the plant sale hassle makes up for anything else. 
 
Our second call was at the Drake’s home at Birkdale where we were greeted 
warmly by Inge and John Drake. This was our lunch stop and WOW!  What 
a surprise, pumpkin scones, strawberry slices, chocolate cake and other 
goodies. Sandwiches were quickly gulped down and then into the good stuff. 
Thank you so much Inge and John it was much appreciated. We spent some 
time in their spacious garden shaded by large trees. Perfect for their 
Guzmanias, aechmeas & vrieseas. All admired the large fish pond. It was 
here that Jim & Barb had found their lunch bag had gone AWOL. Jim 
sensibly said “it was bound to be his fault” (clever boy that!)  
 
Luckily the lunch bag was found by railway staff, all on its lonesome at 
Robina station. Toasted sandwiches at the Adams house that night! Jim told 
me that there was only two years to go to their 50th wedding anniversary, 
Jim sounded a bit concerned that they would not make it. 
 
Last stop of the day was at Jeff Sear’s garden at Capalaba. This was really   

   Our last bus tour of ‘08 ahh! 
More next year yay! 
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I must say I was very surprised and overwhelmed by the number plants that were 
entered by members at our very first Popular Vote Competition held on Saturday 22 
October at our large Display and Plant Sales Day. 
 
Categories for entry were Succulents, Tillandsioideae, Bromelioideae and Pitcairni-
oideae.  We had 21 members submit 57 plants for competiton in all classes. 
 
Succulents – 1st Prize   --  Barb Adams   --  Hoya 
                     2nd Prize  --  Ruth Dickson  --  Notocactus Scopa 
                     3rd Prize  --  Monica Mead  --  Blue Curl 
 
Bromelioideae  --  1st Prize  --  Pam and John Gaddes  -- Aechmea tessmannii 
                              2nd Prize  --  Michelle Cameron  --  Neoregelia carcharadon Tiger 
                              3rd Prize  --  Gloria Dunbar  --  Neophytum “Galactic Warrior” 
 
Tillandsioideae  --  1st Prize  --  Kerry Tate  --  Vriesea Gulz 
                                2nd Prize  --  Pam and John Gaddes  --  Vriesea gigantea 
                                                                                                 Var. seideliana 
                                3rd Prize  --  Kerry Tate  --  Vriesea platynema variegata. 
 
Pitcairnioideae  --  1st Prize  --  John Crawford  --  Dyckia platyphylla 
                               2nd Prize  --  John Crawford  --  Dyckia Giana 
                               3rd Prize  --  Kerry Tate  --  Encholirium spectablie 
 
All plants were scored on a popular vote by members and the Overall Winner for 
the “Roly Reilly Perpetual Trophy” was Pam and John Gaddes with Aechmea tess-
mannii. 
 
I personally would like to congratulate every member who entered plants for the 
competition.  The quality of the plants were of a very high standard and I am sure 
were appreciated and well received by the members of the public who viewed them. 
I also would like to thank my good friend Jeanette Henwood for her help and sup-
port in her capacity as Plant Registration Clerk, and also Mal and Michelle Cameron 
for their help with the placements. 
 
It was a very encouraging exercise and I look forward to the same next year. 
 
By Narelle Aizlewood. 

REPORT ON OUR VERY FIRST POPULAR VOTE  
COMPETITION HELD ON SATURDAY 22ND. OCTOBER. 
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We were very pleased to be part of the Sales Day last Saturday and be there for the 
inaugural Popular Vote Competition. Narelle put a lot of work into planning and 
organizing the event in advance with input from Jeanette and Neville on the day for 
the judging. We were impressed by the quality of the plants displayed. 
Congratulations Gold Coast club. It was fun! 
 
We met Rolly Reilly many years’ ago when we first joined the club in 1991.  He, 
his wife and adult son were at every meeting. Rolly grew fantastic tillandsias, (our 
initial passion) and and of course many other genera. He is a true gentleman, very 
gracious and happy to share his vast knowledge. 
I think Rolly will be very happy to know his spirit lives on with this perpetual 
trophy, an elegant ‘crystal’ inscribed with the Gold Coast logo and that the first 
winners, Pam and John Gaddes  are continuing the tradition of excellence and pride 
in growing and sharing with others, their bromeliad collection. 
 
Addendum:  After our long absence from club activities, it was very obvious how 
professional the organisation has become. How lucky we all are to have such 
dedicated committee members and office bearers. And what a great web site! 
 

Diana and Peter 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to John Crawford & Julie Hewetson who, while overseas became  
engaged. Word has it that Julie fainted some time later, (delayed reaction.) while 
John was having a drink at the bar oblivious to it all. 
Julies brother Ted Williams also got engaged to Mary Webb. They are both 
members of the club. 
Something to be said of “Our prickly little friends the Bromeliad” bringing people 
together romantically. 
On behalf of the  G.C.S & B.S we wish you all the best for the future. 

 

October meeting and Sales Day 
Inaugural competition – Rolly Reilly  

perpetual trophy 
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While I am writing I will report something I observed with my bromeliads last year. 
Twice I found white ant colonies up my trees. I spray the bases of these trees every 
Christmas period as a matter of practice. One colony was just entering the notch of 
the first removed branch but unlike any white ants that I had seen before, they were 
not going to ground. The main nest was in a fern up the tree and all water gathered 
from adjoining bromeliads. 
 
Even more amazing on another tree, I had a log suspended on a metre long 
aluminium wire. The vrieseas growing on the log caught my eye as they appeared 
mottled around the base. On close inspection the log was completely eaten out by 
white ants and in a final desperation to survive they were attacking and eating their 
water reserve. They lived their whole life in thia piece of wood with bromeliad 
supplying the water. I do know of people living in low set houses with bromeliads 
mounted on external walls. 
 
This might be a timely warning. 
 
We all have at least one unusual pest and we usually keep the gate closed to keep it 
out. No this is not one I want to talk about. We talk of flyspeck scale, a bit of rot or 
the occasional eating insect. Generally, unlike in the USA, where one of the several 
weevils that eat the bromeliad plants has got established, we have little to worry 
about. I grow in soil but just to keep up with the Jones’ I grew some in bark. 
 
Who says white ants don’t eat bark? 
 
The bark and roots were eaten away by these creatures. I have since found Grace 
Goode’s collection has had this problem also. I got rid of them in an interesting 
way. I laid newspaper on the ground covered it with Ant Kill, put more paper down, 
covered it with plastic then put my pots with whatever mulch I chose for decorative 
purposes on top of the plastic. I got the idea from people burying boxes of poisoned 
newspaper near white ant colonies, so it is not really original. 
 
Reprinted with acknowledgement from Bromeliaceae, 2003, 36 
 

White Ants in Broms?  Scary! 
By Rob Smythe, Townsville. 


