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The aims of the society shall be: 
   
   
 
 (A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to 
        promote the culture and development of the  
        succulents and bromeliads. 
 
  (B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding 
         these plants and to encourage their production 
         and propagation. 
                
  (C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants 
         which become noxious. 
 
  (D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers 
         of cultivating certain noxious species. 
 
  (E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other 
         events, and to make such publications as are deemed  
        desirable. 
 
  (F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect 
        ourselves with similar bodies or societies.   
 
 (G) To make seeds and plants available to members  
        under the control of the Society. 
 
 (H) To foster family membership and members. 
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A warm welcome to our 
    New members for July/August 
 
Nathan Schroeder                    Heather Buckland    
Paul and Joyce Wittmann        Geoffrey Moore 
Brad and Susie Smith              Sharni Vogt 
 
 
We hope you enjoy learning more about Bromeliads & Succulents from our 
meetings with our guest speakers, and we look forward to seeing you on our 
field trips we organize through out the year. 
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   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2008 

  DATE                               EVENT 

SEPTEMBER 27  General Meeting, Uniting Church, Robina. 
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m. Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
CENT AUCTION TODAY. 

OCTOBER 4   Open Day John and Genny Catlan, 17 Pelican Parade, 
Jacobs Well and also John and Bev Collins, Henry Street, 
Jacobs Well 

OCTOBER 11  Second Bus Trip for 2008 to Wavell Heights and 
Capalaba (more info on this trip at a  later date – mark this 
date on your calendar. 

NOVEMBER 2.   
 

Our Second Field day for 2008  -  A Mystery Tour 

NOVEMBER 6,7, & 
8  

Southport Centro Display and Sales. 

NOVEMBER 22
   

Annual General Meeting. Christmas Party and Rare Plant 
Raffle. 

SEPTEMBER 27
  

Greg Aizlewood and Kerry Tate will present a Power 
Point Presentation from the World Bromeliad Conference 
held in Cairns In June 2008. 

OCTOBER 25  Popular Vote Competition. Plants need to be registered 
between 9.30 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. during setting up time 
for the display. 
Display & Sales Day for the Gold Coast Succulent and 
Bromeliad Society Inc. 
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usual to Latinise cultivar names until early last century). The rules also state 
that where a cultivar name is used, the species name should not be included. 
So the upshot of all this is that where we have a naturally occurring species, 
like Tillandsia Druid, many may mistake it for a hybrid. T.Druid is a form of 
T.ionantha occurring naturally in Vera Cruz, Mexico, and is distinct in that 
the plant has white flowers and blushes yellow instead of red. Taxonomists 
don't consider it different enough to give it varietal status, like T.ionantha 
var maxima, so botanically the plant rates as T.ionantha. However, as 
collectors, sometimes we find the need to differentiate between different 
clones of a species, and as a result someone registered the name Druid for 
this plant. Under the ICNCP rules, which the BSI Bromeliad Society 
International) follows, the plant becomes T.Druid. 
Orchid societies do not follow the ICNCP rules and, if it were an orchid, it 
would be T.ionantha ̀Druid'. When I write tags I often use the ICNCP rules, 
but at other times I write a tag "the orchid way" - especially if I'm giving the 
plant to someone else, as I feel it conveys the identity of the plant more fully. 
However, when you are reading bromeliad literature, or buying plants, be 
aware that sometimes the name may not present all the information you are 
looking for. 
 

With acknowledgment to Bromeliad Newslink W.A. 
 

***************************************** 
 
Continued from page 18….. 
 
To those who enjoy growing plants.  If I potted U. macvaughii in a squat pot 
I would put at least 50mm of drainage, in a tall pot I would use at least 
100mm of drainage. The potting mix they prefer must be finer than your 
normal coarse bark mix. 
To those who use plants for display. From potting up a pup until it flowers 
would be approximately four years but when flowering I consider the 
display of flowers and seeds last for approximately four months. 
To those who like to hybridise plants.  The plant may be closely related to 
billbergias. The bract is long lasting. Photos of the flower bract and fruit 
(seed pod’s) reminds one of the billbergia helonicoides group. (watch 
spring) 
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 However, I claim that it also removes toxins. Added also is some washed 
Perlite. Please use a paper mask with this mineral and wash it before use. 
 
Fertiliser:  Osmocote 14-14-14 slow release. 
 
Preparing Offsets:  None of my crypts are potted without having a root 
system. I simply wrap the base in sphagnum moss, place it in a tiny seed pot 
and wait for the roots to poke out through the bottom holes. 
 
I have recently constructed a special shade house enclosed with cloudy white 
“Poly Cardonate” which provides heaps of light and protection from the 
cold. 
Good luck with your Cryptanthus, and remember! “Too many Cryptanthus is 
never enough.”  
 
 

********************************** 
 
  
  
I've had a couple of people come up to me recently with a lack of 
understanding of the nature of plant names, specifically with cultivars 
masking the identity of species. 
This has become more important over the last few years, as there have been a 
number of members starting to collect species plants, rather than hybrids. 
Sometimes the rules by which our plants are named, under the International 
Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (ICNCP), create some 
confusion. 
The term cultivar in the BSI (Bromeliad Society International) publication 
"A Bromeliad Glossary' is: "A plant produced as opposed to one growing in 
habitat; a horticultural clone or strain. A plant type within a cultivated 
species that has recognizably different characteristics."Most of us understand 
cultivar to mean the plant produced in cultivation, such as hybrids or sports. 
Many don't consider the second part of the definition where it can mean a 
particular form of a species, which doesn't have the scientific criteria 
necessary to gain the status of a variety; or even assume the title of a forma. 
The ICNCP rules state that all genera, species, varieties and forma names are 
latinised, and all cultivar names are not to be latinsed (although it was  

Cultivars by Chris Larson 
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September Billbergias and Guzmanias. 

October Vrieseas, Neoregalias, Nidulariums, Guzmanias and 
Crassulaceae. 

November Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents. 

rogram for Guest Speakers coming up over the next few 
months of 2008 
 

DETAILS OF OTHER SOCIETY SHOWS/EVENTS FOR 2008 

 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER Greg Aizlewood and Kerry Tate will present a Power Point 
Presentation from the World Bromeliad Conference held in Cairns In June 2008 
 
OCTOBER Competition Show – Display and Sales Day for the  
   Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. 
 
 
NOVEMBER   Annual General Meeting. Christmas Party and Giant Plant 
Raffle. 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 11 and 12  Wavell Heights Spectacular  --  Display and Sales of 
Bromeliads 
 
NOVEMBER 8 and 9  Bromeliad Society of Queensland  --  Spring Show 
Mt. Coot-tha. 
 
 
 

lant of the month. A reminder to all  members if you also have 
a good specimen from the nominated genera, please do not hesitate 
to bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t necessarily have to be in 
flower, we also grow for their foliage. 
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SET UP FOR THE DISPLAY AND SALES WILL BE AT  9.30 am 
 
SALES WILL BEGIN AT  10.30      AND CONTINUE TILL  2.00 pm 
 
On this day the committee decided to hold a Popular Vote Competition for members 
involvement. 
 
Details are set out below: 
 
:  Members participating must be members of the Gold Coast Succulent and 
Bromeliad Soc. Inc. 
 
:  Entries to have been owned by the exhibitor for at least six months. 
 
:  Pots and potting mix to be dry and “tank” bromeliads to be emptied of water 
before being placed on the tables. 
 
:  Members selling plants at the “show” are requested to exhibit plants. 
 
:  Single members / family members can enter three plants in each category. 
 
:  There will be four categories to enter  -    Tillandsioideae 

Pitcairnioideae 
Bromelioideae 
Succulents. 

 
:  First, Second and Third prize ribbons will be awarded in each class 
 
:  The overall winner scored on the day will receive a trophy – “The Roly Reilly 
Perpetual Trophy” 
 
:  Members will get one vote – their preference – in each category 
 
:  Scores will be tallied at the end of the day and prizes awarded. 
 
:  Plants need to be registered with the clerk before placement onto the tables. 
 

OUR BIG SALES DAY   
25 OCTOBER 2008-08-20 
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I call my Chryptanthus the Labrador of the Bromeliad family because, (a) 
they are pretty to look at (b) they like lots of water (c) they don’t seem to get 
enough to eat and (d) they enjoy lying around in smelly things. 
When I first became interested in bromeliads I was not attracted to 
cryptanthus mainly due to seeing plants that were malnourished, thirsty and 
sunburnt or cold affected. 
 
Through reading everything available on these plants and conversing with 
other enthusiasts I have discovered that, to grow pretty and robust crypts one 
needs to protect them from the elements, prepare a suitable medium high in 
nutrients, water them regularly, and in the warmer months foliar feed them 
on a weekly basis. If one aspires to grow a number of crypts one should care 
for each plant as if it were his only plant. 
Unlike most other broms, cryptanthus love a soluble foliar feed that is high 
in nitrogen. I have found success in using “Yates thrive all purpose” at half 
strength, which has an all up content of around 27% nitrogen. 
 
Potting Mix:  70% of my mix is “Rich Gro” Mushroom compost. Some 
may argue that this may encourage fungus, however this product has been 
full composted at high temperature, removing all nitrogen and eliminating 
the emergence of fungus. This product is manufactured in W.A. where it is 
reportedly illegal to sell non irradiated Mushroom compost. 
 
10% is Searles product called “5 in one” which is fully composted and 
contains cow manure, sheep manure, fowl manure, mushroom compost, 
zeolite granules (water retention) and worm castings to name a few. Once 
again, no problem with fungus here. 
 
15% is “Co Co Peat”, which I have found, seems to put more color into my 
red, pink, and orange plants. 
 
I also use a granulated charcoal which I acquired from an orchid grower 
friend. Some experts claim that charcoal absorbs a fair amount of  sodium,  

How I grow my Chryptanthus. 
By Roly Soegaard. 
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Neo. tigrina - showing long 
stolen.green marker shows where to 
Cut stolen. 

Pitcairnia species showing plant 
on end of long stolon. 

Guz. sanguinea 

Alcantarea burle-marxii with 
adventitious pups growing from base 

As with all pups it’s important to get all 
of the base as shown in illustration above. 
If care is not taken, the bottom of the 
plant can easily be left on the mother. 
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:  Plants need to be registered for the popular  vote competition between 9.30 a.m. 
and 10.30 a.m. during setting up time for the display. 

 
THIS IS SOMETHING NEW FOR OUR SOCIETY.  WE HOPE THA T MEMBERS 
GET INVOLVED AND PARTICIPATE TO HELP MAKE IT A SUCC ESS.   
KEEP IN MIND   ---   THIS IS JUST FOR FUN.    

  
 

THE BROMELIAD FAMILY  
 
BROMELIADS  CAN BE BROKEN DOWN TO THREE SUB-FAMILIE S NAMELY 
PITCAIRNIOIDEAE, TILLANDSIOIDEAE AND BROMELIOIDEAE,  AND THEN 
DIFFERENT GENERA WITH THESE SUBFAMILIES.  
 
PITCAIRNIOIDEAE TILLANDSIOIDEAE BROMELIOIDEAE  
 
 
Abromeitiella   Catopsis   Acanthostachys 
Ayensua   Glomeropitcairnia  Aechmea 
Brewcaria   Guzmania   Ananus 
Brocchinia   Mezobromelia  Andrea 
Connellia   Tillandsia   Androlepis 
Cottondorfia   Vriesea   Araeococcus 
Deuterocohnia                           Billbergia 
Dyckia       Bromelia 
Encholirium       Canistrum 
Fosterella       Cryptanthus 
Hechtia       Fascicularia 
Lindmania       Fernseea 
Navia        Greigia 
Pepinia       Hohenbergia 
Pitcairnia       Lymania 
Puya        Neoglaziovia 
Steyerbromelia      Neoregelia 
        Nidularium 
        Ochagavia 
        Orthophytum 
        Portea 
        Pseudaechmea 
        Pseudoananus 
        Quesnelia 
        Ronnbergia 
        Streptocalyx 
        Wittrockia 
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Presidents Report. 
Our July meeting was attended by 98 members & 9 visitors. Greg Aizlewood 
reported on the World Bromeliad conference & outlined future conferences 
in Adelaide & New Orleans. Greg was followed by Roly with his amusing 
helpful hints from his favourite store...Bunnings. 
Following afternoon tea Greg gave an in-depth talk on his species, 
Billbergias. 
The weekend of 2nd & 3rd of August our society embarked on its first 
weekend trip. Thanks to the efforts of Narelle this was a memorable 
adventure, the details of which appear in an report by Marjorie Gale. We are 
all looking forward to our next journey into the “unknown”. 
The 14-15-16th of August saw us at Centro Tweed for our second display & 
sales at this centre for 2008. it was another successful outing thanks to the 
efforts of Beris Bragg & her fellow members. 
The August meeting of our society saw 98 members & 6 visitors attend a 
most enjoyable day. Kerry Tate attempted to identify unnamed plants & 
following, Roly donned his “Guru’s cap” & amused us with his latest finds at 
the hardware store. 
John Catlan then gave an interesting talk & display on foliage Verieseas. 
After an enjoyable social break for afternoon-tea, Arnold James kept us 
captivated with the showing of his collection of miniature Neoregalias. 
We now look forward to our display at the Gold Coast Show, our 30th 
birthday & our open day in October. 
Enjoy your Broms. 
 

Graeme Bullen 
***************************** 

Library Report.  
As I am nearing the end of my second year as Librarian, and I am not 
seeking re-election at the AGM in November, I thought I would give a brief 
report of the library.  
We have an extensive and expensive selection of books on bromeliads and 
we are affiliated with the Cryptanthus Society and the BSI (USA) Society, 
and magazines from both of these societies are available for borrowing. 
It is sad that so few members avail themselves of the opportunity to broaden 
their knowledge on the growing of these plants.   
We have also been able to offer members new book titles for purchase at  
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• Wait until the pups are 10 to 15 cm tall. At this stage of their development, they 
should have a firm base. The photograph on p.19 of an Alcantarea burle-marxii  
illustrates a small clump of such pups. 
• Remove the plant’s leaves as as previously discussed. 
• Using the tip of a knife’s blade, gently “lever” the pup away from the plant stem. 
If you are successful (and it often requires a fair bit of practice to achieve success), 
then there will normally be a distinct “hook” at the pup’s base. The photograph on 
p.19 shows the distinct “hook” on the base of an Alcantarea burle-marxii 
adventitious pup. 
• Pot them us as described previously. Some bromeliads produce plants on 
underground runners or rhizomes. This is usually the case, for example, with 
pepinias and pitcairnias. In these cases: 
• Remove the plant from the pot. 
• Break up the root ball, and untangle the mass of rhizomes. 
• After making sure each rhizome has some roots and a plant attached, cut them off 
with a pair of secateurs. 
• Pot them up so that the rhizome is buried under 1 to 2 cm of mix. Trim some of the 
leaves so as to reduce the chances of the plant wilting. 
• Stake the plant, if necessary, to ensure it is held firmly in the pot. These techniques 
should help you to build up your bromeliad collection. Over time, you may wish to 
refine them so as to produce the best results for your growing conditions and plants. 
 

*********************************** 

 

 
 
Ursulaea macvaughii belongs to a new Genera described by Dr Robert W. Read in 
the journal of Bromeliad Soc., volume 44 No5, 1994 and contains just two species. 
The other being Ursulaea tuitensis. The species are endemic to the Jalisco state in 
Mexico. 
It is a true succulent, its leaves are very thick and for me grows as terrestrial. In an 
in ground situation it requires very good drainage of the subsoil.  
The most spectacular plant growing in an in ground situation I have ever seen was 
growing at the top of a rock wall. Plants further back in the natural soil zone were 
not doing as well. It responds well to fertilizer. 
Snails love the young foliage. 

Continued on page 22. 

30th Anniversary gift, Ursulaea 
macvaughii. Thanks to John Catlan. 
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If you happen to cut the pup too high so that there is not a firm base, then it may not 
survive. However, it is worth trying to keep it, so allow the pup’s base to dry out in 
a shady spot for a day or two. Then treat it with a fungicide that does not contain 
copper, and a rooting compound, and pot it. 
• Some pups are produced at the end of a hard, wiry “runner”. In these cases, cut the 
pup off with a pair of secateurs, leaving 0.5cm of the runner still attached to the pup. 
The photograph on p.19 shows the point at which a Neoregelia tigrina pup can be 
severed. A photograph on p19 shows a pup produced at the end of a long, wiry 
stolon on a Pitcairnia sp. plant. (The remainder of the runner can be cut off if you 
wish, as it will not produce any more pups. However, the parent plant may still 
produce more “runners”). 
• As pups from many bromeliads look much the same, write out a label with the 
plant’s name on it, as soon as you remove a pup. A few bromeliads (not many, 
thankfully) only produce pups on the upper parts of their stems. These require a 
special technique, and a lot of care, to remove them without destroying the parent 
plant. So, if you have one of these plants, known as “upper- puppers”, you may wish 
to ask for some help from an experienced grower. The photograph on p. 19 shows: 
• A flowering plant of Guzmania sanguinea var. tricolor – this beautiful plant is an 
upper-pupper, and well worth trying to maximise the number of pups you obtain 
from it. 
• An old “seed head” at the base of two pups. They grew from the upper portion of 
the plant and the seed head is now all that remains of it. 
• A potted pup showing the parent plant’s seed head. When the pup was removed, a 
portion of the parent plant’s upper stem, including the seed head, was attached to it. 
• A rather “bedraggled looking” plant from which several pups have been removed. 
Their severance necessitated the removal of the plant’s upper portion. However, 
another pup, shown as a small bud, has started to grow from what is left of the plant. 
Some bromeliads, for example many alcantareas and certain vrieseas, produce 
grass-like pups (known as adventitious pups) at the base of their stem. This happens 
well before the plant matures. As these may be the only pups you will obtain from 
these plants (in other words, they may not produce any after the plant flowers), you 
need to harvest them. Treat them as if they were miniature “conventional” pups. An 
approach that has  produced good results for many people is: 

Vegetative Propagation continued 
from July/Aug issue. 

Acknowledgment to Bob Reilly & Bromeliaceae 
Sept/Oct 2007. 
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discount prices, including Andrew Steens books, “Bromeliads for the Con-
temporary Garden”, and Bromeliads- The Connoisseurs Guide”, plus Cul-
tural Manuals.  
As we have no storage facilities at the hall, my heartfelt thanks go to those 
members who willingly take home boxes of books after each meeting, and 
bring them back to the following month’s meeting. Without your help the 
library wouldn’t have  run as efficiently as it has. Thank You all. 
To Jeanette and the Management Committee, thanks for your help, encour-
agement and support. 

Barb Adams Librarian.  
 
Borrowers : Please Note. 
All books must be returned to the October meeting for stocktaking.   

 
********************************** 

 
 
 
 

 
We, the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society are 30 years old, hip hip hoo-
ray! 
To celebrate this milestone each member will receive two plants, one a Bromeliad 
seedling and a succulent seedling. 
The succulent seedling is Parodia apricus, a cactus, previously called Notocactus 
apricus. P.apricus is a squat, globular cactus which is quite spiny, however, the 
spines are soft (trust me). It should flower readily in its 3rd year and theflowers are 
borne close to the crown and are large (6-8 cm)) and yellow, some with splashes of 
red in the petals. 
Parodia apricus will grow better outdoors where it receives morning sun. whilst it is 
in its original pot, it will need watering twice a week in summer, by next winter it 
should have been potted on into a 100mm pot. The key to safe watering is to make 
sure the potting mix is dry before watering again. 
As far as feeding goes, you are looking to promote flowers, go easy on the nitrogen, 
brom fertiliser will be fine or any fertiliser that promotes flowers. In spring and 
summer  you can fertilise every 4 weeks, until you pot up into the 100mm pot. 
Parodia apricus is native to Uruguay, on the east coast of South America. 
 
Good luck,     Cactus Kate. 

30th Anniversary Gift, Parodia apricus. 
Thanks to Cactus Kate. 
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This will be a self drive day and is a Mystery Tour . Our day will begin at 
approximately 9.00 a.m.  at our first garden.  We will then travel onto our second 
garden visit where we will have lunch, and then continue to our third garden visit in 
the afternoon. 
Members are asked to bring a fold up chair (if you think you will need one). You 
will need to BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH and a coffee cup would be 
appreciated. A street directory and or a GPS may also come in handy for this 
exercise. 
Our Mystery tour starts at approximately 9.00 a.m. at 25 Killara Street, 
Currumbin Waters. 
I do hope it is a nice day weatherwise and that we have a good attendance. 
These are great social days out when you get the opportunity to mix and meet with 
others members and generally have a good time. 
I would personally like to thank all the members on this day that have prepared and 
made their gardens available for us to visit.  I appreciate the time and effort put into 
getting gardens ready for such visits, and it is greatly appreciated. 
See you there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This bus trip will be to a Bromeliad Extravaganza held at Edinburgh Castle Road, 
Wavell Heights.  We will have morning tea at this venue, then we will travel to John 
and Inga Drake’s home and garden at 33 Bayford Street, Birkdale.  John and Inga 
are members of our Society and have kindly offered their garden for a visit. We will 
have lunch here.  Members will need to BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH. 
After lunch we will go onto Jeff Sear’s garden at Capalaba.  Jeff is a member of the 
Queensland Bromeliad Society and has also kindly agreed to our visit. 
 
There will be plants to purchase at all three venues. 
 
Bus pick up points are as normal and set out below for new members. 
 
7.00 a.m. Tugan  -  This pick up point is on the service road parallel to the highway 
approximately 200 mtrs. south of the Shell Service Station.  The park is called  

OUR SECOND FIELD DAY FOR 2008  -  
SUNDAY 2ND NOVEMBER. 

NEWS ON OUR LAST BUS TRIP FOR 2008. 
DATE  --  SATURDAY 11 TH OCTOBER. 
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You can see them all right up close, or your morning walk along the Esplanade 
which extends 2.5 km. The royal spoonbill, the great egret,  the pied oyster catcher, 
the Australian pelican, bar tailed godwit – on and on, feeding or resting around the 
mudflats. 
 
The wonderful and extensive Flecker Botanical Gardens, which we visited on our 
garden tour.  The brilliant colours of the gingers, cordylines, heliconias with our 
gorgeous bromeliads under the canopy of exotic  palms and creepers.  These 
gardens were named after Dr. Flecker, a local radiologist, who also worked on the 
production of an anti-venine for the very poisonous box jellyfish and marine 
stingers that come down into the Coral Sea each summer. 
 
Then there is the Great Barrier Reef – which those of us who flew into Cairns, saw 
from the plane windows.  Hundreds of amazing turquoise coral atolls set in the blue 
sea – many delegates went out to visit and snorkel on special boats for a day trip - 
one of the great wonders of the World. 
Great to see our Grace Goode receiving honours and praise for her work with 
bromeliads. 
 
Great to be there when Greg Aizlewood received his Directorship of B.S.I. 
John Catlan gave one of the lectures on ‘Colour in Neoregelias’, with Greg helping 
with slides.  Well done and without any notes. 
 
Altogether a very successful conference, talked to many delegates, a Director from 
Colorado, a Lawyer from New York, an enthusiast from New Zealand, so 
interesting, and I’ve come back with lots of new ideas for my bromeliads. 
 

 
************************************ 

WHO AM I? 
 

       
      Don’t forget, anyone who has a mature plant or  
      one in  flower but doesn’t know it’s name, just  
      bring it along to the meeting and let one of our 
      experts help identify it for you. 
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On the whole everything was well organised. Some of the guest speakers and 
nursery owners were staying at our hotel and so we got to know them at the 
breakfasts. 
 
John Olsen wrote CAIRNS for me: 
:  New and different plants not usually available. 
:  Ideas on better ways to grow plants. 
:  Boundless enthusiasm permeated the event 
 
Jennifer Laurie said:   
:  Magnificent Bromeliads 
:  Interesting people 
:  Informative lectures and 
:  Wonderful Tropical gardens. 
 
Kevin Jeffries wrote:  On arriving at the International Hotel, I was surprised to see 
the number of local and overseas people waiting for the conference to open.  The  
Sales area was popular with members and locals. The plants on the  judging tables  
were excellent.  The seminars were interesting and well attended.  I enjoyed Chester 
Skotak from Costa Rica.  The Rare Plant Auction was interesting.  One plant went 
for $4,500.00 and a book for $1,000.00. 
The garden visits were interesting and the plants on display were very attractive.  
One garden called Pondarossi was amazing. 
It all came to the end with the gala dinner on Sunday night and then headed home 
on Monday. 
 
An overview of Bromeliads Down Under set in Cairns as written by Jan 
Tobiano: 
The venue for ‘Bromeliads Down Under’ was Cairns – the regional capital of Far 
North Queensland with all the amenities required for a big city – being an 
international airport, a huge convention centre and a casino. 
Population of 125,000 – it was founded in 1876 at the mouth of the Barron River, 
which flows into Trinity Bay, a large inlet with mangroves and mudflats extending 
more than 1 km. offshore with large areas of seagrass and green algae mats 
providing food for small fish, crabs, prawns and the big predator of the inlet, the 
estuarine crocodile. 
It is estimated that 75%of commercial fishing relies on these mangrove forests – 
barramundi, mangrove jack and grunter. 
And the water birds – over 50 species identified either resident or migratory to 
Siberia and Alaska.  You can see them all right up close, or your morning walk 
along the Esplanade which extends 2.5 km.  -  the royal spoonbill, the great egret,  
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Rotary Park.  There is suitable off street parking in a small car park area. 
7.10 a.m. Robina Railway Station  --  Bus stop is on the eastern side of the railway 
station.  This is where we have picked up previously at Robina.  Car parking is 
available 
7.30 a.m. B.P. Service Station Coomera  --  Please gather outside McDonalds 
restaurant as there are picnic tables for waiting.  Car parking is available. 
 
These are all our usual pick up points.  It is difficult to allow time for delays.  There 
are estimated pick up times.  Please be patient if there is an unforseen delay. 
 
If we have new members coming along on the trip please allow yourself ample time 
to find the location and please endeavour to be on time.  My mobile on the day is 
0418193628.  If you have any problems please ring me. 
 
Members will need to B.Y.O. Lunch, fold up chair if you need one, and a coffee cup 
would be appreciated.  The society will provide tea, coffee, sugar, milk and biscuits. 
 
There will be plant sales available and if members are intending to purchase plants, 
named carry bags or boxes would be handy to store plants on the bus.  It is the 
responsibility of members to secure their own plants safely. 
 
Cost of the trip is $20.00 per person and Jim our trusty Treasurer has already been 
busy taking bookings.  If you intend to take part in the bus trip, please pay promptly 
to ensure your seat.  This should be a great day out.  I hope members attending have 
a great day of fun and fellowship. 

 
 
 
 
 
On the cool sunny morning of 2nd August 2008 a full coach of 51 jolly 
members & friends with the bromeliad bug headed north to Yandina after 
one (much needed) comfort stop. 
Cheryl Basic, President of The Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Group, welcomed 
us to her garden & Nursery. Several of her club members helped Cheryl with 
providing a very welcome morning tea and then the shopping started with 
our well known enthusiasm. It was all aboard after enjoying a lovely lunch 
and garden wander to end our visit to Yandina. 
Our second treat was a normal sized garden only 8 years old. Frank & Ann 
Tucker of Buderim are plant collectors so we saw many wonderful 

HEADING NORTH WITH JIM.  
By Marjorie Gale 
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as well as many lovely bromeliads. Afternoon tea gave us time to sit, take in 
the view and ask many questions. 
The excitement of the day was no where over when we arrived at our booked 
Kawana accommodation, to find it was double booked. Thanks to Narelle 
Aizlewood our organisers cool and persistant negotiating skills, alternative 
motels were found at the proprietors expense. Many of us ha a pleasant meal 
at the Buderim Tavern. 
Sunday morning was fresh and sunny. Jim had had a good rest and saw his 
team win the Rugby Union. We were then off to a good start to the day and 
on our way to our first of two Australian open garden participants. 
Danny & Lindsay of Buderim have had their Hill Top Amazing Garden of 
Bromeliads, trees & shrubs open for 20 years, so know what they are doing, 
having shared their little patch of two house block sized piece of paradise 
with 40,000 visitors in that time. Morning tea was much appreciated and 
happiness was every where. The final garden was a lovely drive from the 
magnificent Poinciana tree, which shaded the whole coach at Danny & 
Lindsay’s to Malooah. 
Steve & Julie Flood were waiting to welcome us to their artistically planned 
and planted large block with a beautiful rammed earth home in the middle. 
Plants varied with bromeliads used in imaginative ways. A truly delightful 
experience and of course they had plants for sale. 
 Jim put all our baggage in the coach and packed our loot carefully 
underneath. Not another pot of anything would fit. Lunch was on the veranda 
of the delightful house, thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated. Julie & Steve 
gave us a very interesting and pleasant time at their beautiful property. They 
had 2,000 visitors to their last open garden and I can only say you wished 
your friends and loved ones could share the joy of wondering the paths we 
trod on our northern trip with Jim.  
There was much humour for all throughout the journey home with spirits and 
kilometres disappearing safely. I have no doubt that there are those who wait 
in anticipation of the next expedition and adventure. 
Thank you all who contributed to a successful weekend. 
                                 ****************** **************** 
 

    
  PLEASE HAVE YOUR ARTICLES TO ME NO LATER 
  THAN 5TH NOVEMBER, 2008. THIS WILL BE THE  
  LAST ISSUE FOR 2008.     
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS WHO ATTENDED THE 
WORLD BROMELIAD CONFERENCE IN CAIRNS IN JUNE 2008  

 

 

Monica Bailey wrote: This is the second time I have attended a bromeliad 
conference in Cairns and once again it was exciting.  Amongst the many lectures, I 
found John Catlan’s presentation most informative and interesting.  I also enjoyed 
Vic Przetocki’s hybridizing and Chester Skotak talk about their plants.  We can look 
forward to some wonderful plants in the future.  The most amazing presentation was 
Cristy Brenner’s fabulous adventures in the Venezuelan Tepuis.  This was really 
impressive to see where they went to find the bromeliads in habitat, on top of cliffs, 
they traversed forests and rivers and camped in primitive surroundings.  What an 
experience. 
The bus trips as usual are a favourite part of the conference and especially visiting 
Cairns growers. One garden stood out and we found it really amazing,  
“Pondarossi”.  Not only beautifully set out bromeliads but the whole garden was a 
work of art in every way.  This is the most wonderful place, truly magic. 
It was a really busy time for all of us and last but not least, I would like to 
congratulate Bob and Lynn for all the great organisation to make the conference 
such huge success. 
We enjoyed everything and made new friends too. 
 
John and Glenda Hodgson wrote:  The 18th World Bromeliad Conference, held in 
Cairns, was our very first meeting outside the Gold Coast. It exceeded our 
expectations, listening to speakers who have searched for new species, grown 
commercially, a New Yorker who faced the improbable challenge of growing 
tropical bromeliads in an apartment and of course our very own John Catlan. 
There were beautiful displays from Gold Coast, Queensland and  Sunshine Coast, 
all very impressive. as were the Billbergias with blue ribbons attached, entered by 
one of our very own. Congratulations Greg. We visited local gardens, had Breakfast 
with the Birds and enjoyed wonderful meals during the conference. 
It was a very enjoyable experience, so much so we are planning to attend the next 
Australian Bromeliad Conference in Adelaide in 2009, and the next World 
Conference in 2010 in New Orleans. 
 
Paul and Karin Van Tohl  said:  Our first experience of a conference in one word  
it was great.  We  learned so many things and got ideas during the seminars. 
We met so many new and nice people and all this is thanks to Olive Trevor who 
made us think about going to the conference. 
Some things in the talks went over our heads but it will all come to a good use.  We 
loved the plant auction which was really entertaining. 
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Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc 

Nomination Form for Annual General Meeting  22/11/2008. 
 
Nominations are called for the following positions : 
President. 
Vice-President 
Hon Secretary 
Hon Treasurer 
5 Committee Members 
 

I,.................................................................being a financial member of the 
Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc, 
 
hereby nominate ............................................. for the position of 
 
................................................................. 
 

      Proposer : .......................................... 
            (print name) 
 
Signature :............................................. Date ................ 
 
Seconder  :............................................. 
          (print name) 
 
Signature .: ............................................Date................... 
 
Acceptance of nomination : 
Nominee : .................................... 
         (print name) 
 
Signature : ............................................Date ..................... 
 

Closing date for nominations is Saturday 8th November 2008 
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Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. 
Notice to all members: 

 

 
Please note that your subscriptions for the financial year 1/10/08 to 30/9/09 

are now due for payment. 
 

Subscriptions  are :  Single Membership $10.00. 
 

Family  Membership :  $15.00. 
(Family membership includes 2 adults living at same address and  children 

under the age of 16) 
 

In accordance with our constitution, fees are required to be paid by 1st 
January 2009. Any renewal payments received after this date will incur a 

$5.00 renewal fee. 
 

 

 

Enclosed on page 2 of this insert is an Application Form for Renewal of 
Subscription. 

Could you please fill this in, so that contact details can be 
up-dated. 

 

N.  Aizlewood 
Hon Secretary. 
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Page 2 
Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. 

Membership Renewal  Form 2008/2009 
 

 
...............................   ........................................ 
(First name)                        (Surname) 
 
 
..............................   ......................................... 
(First name)                       (Surname) 
 
 
Address( including post code )......................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................ 
 
Telephone. ......................................... 
 
Email address: ........................................................ 
Annual Fee  Single    $10.00       Family  $15.00        Bromlink Postage   
$3.00 
I/We hereby apply for renewal of membership of the Gold Coast Succulent 
and Bromeliad Society Inc for the year 2008/2009, and agree to be bound by 
the rules of the Society. 
 
.................................................................. Signature 
 

.................................................................. Signature 
The society is aware of the provisions of the Privacy Act and will only 
release information of your contact details with your consent. Do you agree 
to the release of your contact details ? 
 

Yes/No. (delete as applicable)  
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Notice to all members 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Gold Coast 
Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc, will be held on Saturday 22nd November 2008 
at the Robina Uniting Church, 4 Greenwich Court, Robina Qld 4226. 
Closing date for nominations to the Management Committee, is Saturday 8th 
November 2008, and the Nomination Form attached to this insert must be returned 
to the Secretary by this date. Postal address is PO Box 94, Southport Qld 4215. 
 
A complete list of nominations will be posted on the notice board prior to the AGM. 
Any member not able to attend the AGM may vote by proxy to be handed to the 
Secretary prior to the commencement of the meeting. 
 
Agenda for Annual General Meeting. 
Minutes of previous AGM. 
Business from minutes. 
Presidents Report. 
Treasurer’s Report including Presentation of Auditor’s Report and Adoption of 
Financial Statement ‘ 
Appointment of Auditor. 
 
Any other business: Please inform the Secretary of any matters you wish to be 
included before Saturday 8th November 2008. An agenda for the meeting will be 
posted on the notice board prior to the AGM. 
 
Would members please note the following by laws. 

1. In accordance with the Constitution, all Members of the Management 
must be financial to be able to hold or nominate for committee positions 
as at 22/11/2008. 

2. Only financial members of the Society can vote at the AGM. 
 
 

N. Aizlewood, Hon Secretary 
 


