
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The aims of the society are: 
   
   
 
 (A)     To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to 
            promote the culture and development of the  
            succulents and bromeliads. 
 
  (B)   To acquire and disseminate information regarding 
           these plants and to encourage their production 
           and propagation. 
                
  (C)   To ban totally from our collection any such plants 
           which become noxious. 
 
  (D)   To enlighten members and the public on the dangers 
           of cultivating certain noxious species. 
 
  (E)   To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other 
           events, and to make such publications as are deemed  
          desirable. 
 
  (F)   To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect 
          ourselves with similar bodies or societies.   
 
 (G)   To make seeds and plants available to members  
          under the control of the Society. 
 
 (H)   To foster family membership and members. 
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Advertise Here 

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS 
of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET 
(near Mullumbimby) Large range 
of bromeliads. Agents for Deroose, 
Exotic plant of Belgium & Andrew 
Maly’s KIWI COLLECTION 
VRIESEAS. Visitors welcome by 
appointment. P.0266845374. 
F.0266845168. email: 
plants@ausbroms.com.au 
Website: www.ausbroms.com.au 

 
Would you like to advertise in our 

Journal? 
 

 
$20 for 2 Months - Life of ONE 
publication, or $100 per annum 

Glen Mylne LLB (Hons) 
 

Mylne Lawyers 
92 Ashmore Rd 

BUNDALL  4127 
Phone: (07) 55262622 
Fax:     (07) 55262292 

admin@mmlaw.net.au 

COME AND SEE MY GARDEN.  
 
A stunning col lect ion of 
Bromeliads at:  

4 Fimiston Place, 
Burleigh Waters. 

Please phone Burt  Dunn 
0412699399 
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Misunderstood 
 
Some time ago an English lady was looking for rooms in Switzerland and 
asked the local schoolmaster if he could recommend any. He took her to 
several delightful places and she decided to take one. 
 
On her way home, however, it occurred to her that she had not noticed any 
W.C. , so she immediately wrote and asked if there was one in or near the 
house. The schoolmaster on receiving the letter was much troubled for, his 
English being limited, he did not understand the abbreviation. He asked the 
village policeman to help him. At last they came to the conclusion that she 
meant Wesley Chapel so they replied as follows. 
 
Your ladyship, 
I have much pleasure in informing you that the W.C. is situated nine miles 
from the house, in the centre of a beautiful grove of pines and is surrounded 
by wonderful scenery. 
 
It is capable of holding 200 people. It is only open Tuesdays and Thursdays 
and as there are a great number of visitors in the summer, I advise you to go 
early, although there is plenty of standing room. This is an unfortunate 
position if you are in the habit of going regularly, but no doubt you will be 
glad to know that quite a number of people take their lunch and make a day 
of it while others who cannot spare the time, travel by car and arrive just in 
time. 
 
I should especially recommend your ladyship to pay a visit on Tuesdays as 
there is an organ accompanist. The sound is excellent, and even the most 
delicate sounds are audible. It may interest you to know that my daughter 
Mary was married in the W.C. It was there she met her husband. I remember 
the queue for seats, and there were ten people in in the seat I usually occupy. 
It was wonderful to watch the expressions on their faces. A wealthy resident 
of the district recently erected a bell over the W.C. which rings when 
someone enters. A bazaar is being held soon, and the proceeds are going 
towards helping to furnish velvet seats, as members feel it is a long felt want. 
My wife is really delicate, so she can’t attend regularly and it is now ten 
years since she has been and it pains her very much not to be able to go more 
regularly. I shall be delighted to reserve the best seat for you. 
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General meetings are held every 4th Saturday of the month at- 

Robina Uniting Church, 4 Greenwich Crt;  Robina. 
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   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2009 

  DATE                                          EVENT 

September 26  General Meeting  Robina Uniting Church. 
Beginners Class 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.   
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
  CENT AUCTION TODAY. 

October 17    Field day to John and Genny Catlan’s garden.17  
Pelican Parade, Jacobs Well. 

October 18 G.C.S. & B. Soc. to do a display at Rosser Park for  
Gardens Alive hosted by Gold Coast Regional 
Botanical Gardens. 

October 24,  Annual Show Display and Plant Sales Competition/
Popular Vote judged show. Helensvale Community 
Centre, 31 Discovery Drive Helensvale. 
Show time from 8 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. 
 

October 24, 25 G.C.S. & B. Soc. Display and Sales. Hosted by the 
Rose Society and held at the Community Centre, 
Robina. 

October 31  Second Bus Trip for 2009  -  Brisbane Bayside. 
Garden 1 Tracey Renn at Redland Bay 
Garden 2 Mal and Michelle Cameron at Victoria Pt. 
Garden 3 Anne McBurnie at Capalaba. 

November 5,6,&7 Southport Park Shopping Centre. Display & Sales 

November 28  General Meeting, Christmas Party and Large Plant 
Raffle Robina Uniting Church 
Plant Sales 12.00 p.m.  Meeting begins 1.00 p.m. 
 

 

 

Who am I? 
                    Don’t know the name of a plant! Bring it along to the   
                    meeting and let Kerry Tate solve it for you. 

A warm welcome to our 
    New members for July 2009 
 
                                         Judy Williams. 
 
 
 
We hope you enjoy learning more about Bromeliads & Succulents from our 
meetings with our guest speakers, and  look forward to seeing you on our field 
trips we organize through out the year. 
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Guidelines for borrowing from the Library:  
 

1. New members must be financial for three months. 
2. Books are on loan for (1) month only. 
3. Members are responsible for replacement of lost or 

damaged books. 
 

Members are advised that the above guidelines are part of 
the by-laws approved by members of the society.  

 November 28th, our last meeting for 2009. 
It is also our Christmas breakup so every one bring 
along a plate of goodies to celebrate. 
There is also our large plant raffle which is always a lot 
of fun, especially if you are lucky enough to win. 
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SPECIES… WHY? 
By Jeff Bartly 

Have you ever purchased a beautiful looking plant, grown it to perfection, 
kept the seed, sown the seed and, alas, your new seedlings have grown 
nothing like the original plant? Obviously this plant was a hybrid and the 
seed has reverted back to one of the original species from which it was 
crossed, usually to the detriment of the species. 
 
How many times through history have we heard of food famines due to crop 
failures in certain countries depending on a particular vegetable as their 
staple diet. When this has occurred, sometimes it has been discovered too 
late that not enough species plants were available to produce the amount of 
*F, hybrid seed required for future crops. 
 
Many species of the plant world  have differing traits, some with much better 
resistance to disease, others have superior crops or larger fruits, etc. by 
crossing these plants we can have to some extent the best of both worlds, a 
plant that crops well and offers more resistance to disease.  
 
So, too, in the world of bromeliads, we have the opportunity to have more 
colourful, perhaps larger and more vigorous plants, but to produce these 
plants somewhere along the line we used the original species of that 
particular genus to form the cross.  
 
Let us have a closer look at keeping species plants pure. I am not saying that 
we should not have hybrid plants in our collections as these are in most cases   
very eye catching beautiful plants, but there are just as good, and in some 
cases have been completely ruined by our interference.  
 
During my travels I have seen many of these hybrid plants that are  nowhere as nice 
as the original species. In most cases the majority of crossed plants are discarded 
and only the few better plants kept and reproduced vegetatively. These may also 
lose their vigour over time. 
 
So let us remember, keep a reasonable number of species plants in our collections 
for once they have gone we have lost them forever. 

 
With acknowledgement to Bromelia Post NSW January 2000. 
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September Billbergias and Guzmanias 

October Vrieseas, Neoregalias, Nidulariums, Guzmanias and 
Crassulaceae 

November Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents 

          rogram for Guest Speakers coming up over the next few               
               months. 
      
 
 
  SEPTEMBER:  
Greg Aizlewood will introduce us to the “Wonderful World of Billbergias” 
(Plant of the Month) 
        
 
 

 
lant of the month. A reminder to all  members if you also have a 
good specimen from the nominated genera, please do not hesitate to 
bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t necessarily have to be in 
flower, we also grow for their foliage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 10 AND 11  
Wavell Heights Spectacular  --  Display and Sales of Bromeliads.  Edinburgh 
Castle Road, Wavell Heights. 
 
NOVEMBER 7 AND 8  
Bromeliad Society of Queensland  --  Spring Show Mt. Coot-tha.  

DETAILS OF OTHER SOCIETY 
SHOWS / EVENTS FOR 2009 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT.    
 

 
Our club has had a very lively 3 months of late with a successful three days at the  
Gold  Coast  Show  with  lots  of  interest shown  in  our  packed  display, thanks  to  
the  few  members  who   brought along display  and  sales  plants. 
 
On  the  13  September  we  will  have  had  a  garden  visit  to  the  Van –Tol’s 
Garden and Gaddes. The big sales day  is looming on October 24 at Helensvale,  
which is a change of venue that a large number of visitors to our show stand  
commented they  would visit. Please help on 24 October  by  bringing sales plants, 
competition  plants, yourself  and  any  friends. This  should  be  a  great  day. 
 
Today’s   meeting  is  our  AGM,  with  most  of  the  committee  standing  for re-
election. Our  treasurer  Jim  Adams   will  be  standing  down  and  we  will  be  
looking  for  a  new  treasurer. Jim  has  been  a  wonderful  treasurer  for  many  
years  with  much  of  the  work  being  computerized. I am sure  if  any of  you 
would like  to  stand  for  this position,  Jim  will  be  ready  to  teach  you. 
 
I  would  like  to  thank  all  committee  members  and  volunteers  for  their  help  
this  year  and  look  forward  to  everyone`s  help  next  year. As you  are  aware,  
clubs  like  ours  are  only  successful  when  all  members  work  together, and  all  
members  can  expect  a  tap  on  the  shoulder  for  help. 
 
With  plenty of  activities  to  come  in  the  last  part  of  the  year, we will  all  be  
very  busy. 
 

Tom Norris, President 
      

                         
                        Please have your articles to me no later than the 6th November 
                     2009.You can hand it to me at the meeting or post/email to address     
                      Below. 
 
                            brommad@optusnet.com.au 
                                   19 Garoona Gve; 
                                   Slacks Creek,     Qld.   4127              Ph:  33883575                      

 

 

  Page 12                         Bromlink   September/October 2009 

“Never judge a brom by its appearance without bloom”. This is a perfect example. 
 
If you do try these plants in pots, just make sure the mix you use  will still drain 
freely but still keep what a terrestrial plant requires. If  it is too open then the root 
system will dry out too quickly and the plant will suffer. Put some old potting mix 
into this mix for these guys and I am sure you will not be disappointed  with the 
results. 
 

************************************* 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE  FOR OCTOBER. 24th 
 
The Annual Show Display and Plant Sales Competition will be held at Helensvale 
Community Centre, 31 Discovery Drive, Helensvale. (opposite Bowls Club and 
adjoining the Baptist Church.) 
 
Hall is booked from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Show time from 8 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. 
 
Please support the club by bringing along plants for sale as well as supporting the 
Competition/Popular Vote. 

 

HELP SUPPORT YOUR CLUB. 
 

                                              Come on every one, help support your club  
                                               and buy some raffle tickets. 
 
                                               Look for our “Happy” raffle ticket sellers  
                                               Judith and John Patterson. John is the one  
                                               holding the sign with the pineapple on top 
                                               and Judith with the pretty hat and smile. 
 
Tickets are 5 for $2.00 and the prizes are well worth having as there are some 
very lovely plants up for grabs. 
So as the saying goes, “You have to be in it to win” so come on, buy some 
tickets and support your club.  

GOOD LUCK! 
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THORNY RIVALS 
By Brom Spider 

 
If you feel adventurous and demented like me and love to try something different 
then have a go at growing plants that are real terrestrials. What I mean by that 
statement is have a go at bromeliads like any of the Ananas family, the Bromelia 
family, the Dykia and the Hechtia families as well. 
 
Growing these plants remind me of Tim the Tool man Taylor from Home 
Improvements. The more spines the more power they demand! ! 
 
Some of the plants, not all, can grow quite large and can be quite spectacular when 
they come into bloom. They also prefer more of a “soil” type mix rather than a 
normal bromeliad mix. The best place for these guys is in the garden out of harms 
way, unless you have a tendency to hate the postman, children, the next door 
neighbour, their dog or cat, then plant them where they will really be noticed. 
 
Bromeliad balanasae, penguin and goldeana can grow to a large size and will have 
subterranean suckers or stolons. If you wish to grow these guys then pot them up 
and place this pot on top of another pot which has been placed upside down. This 
will allow your plant to grow to a good specimen and let stolons come out through 
the drain holes in the pot. When the pup is large enough, cut it off, pot it up and you 
will have another plant without finding it the hard way by stepping on it as it 
appears through your lawns. 
 
Believe me, these boys have very nasty spines and they do hurt. Any of the Ananas 
family are worth growing but Ananas bracteatus, the Red Pineapple, would 
probably be the best one for size. The foliage of this  Ananas will turn a beautiful 
bronze pink when grown in the sun or a lot of light. When it comes into flower the 
centre will turn a red colour and your pineapple will have multiple crowns which 
can be grown on when large enough. 
 
Dykias make lovely specimens when they are placed in the ground and allowed top 
clump. Once they are established they will be very obstinate about having pups 
removed or taking up residence elsewhere. I have had large mounds of Dykias go 
backwards and almost die when I dug them up and placed them elsewhere. So just 
be careful and choose your position carefully. Dyckias can produce long straight or 
branched inflorescences from which spring forth bright yellow or orange flowers 
that will make a very attractive contrast to the colour of the plant. 
 
“Never judge a book by its cover” so the saying goes but in the instances above  
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This bus trip will be to three gardens in Bayside Brisbane.  Our first garden to visit 
will be to a G.C.S. & B. Soc. member, Tracey Renn at 47 Peel Street, Redland Bay.    
Tracey has been a member since April 2007 and has kindly offered to open her 
garden to us. 
 
After Tracey’s garden we will travel on to Mal and Michelle Cameron’s garden at 
11 Apollo Ct. Victoria Point.  Mal and Michelle are members of our Society but 
also the Queensland Bromeliad Soc. and have recently opened their garden to that 
Society for a field day visit.  We will have lunch at this venue.  Members will need 
to BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH.   After lunch we will go onto Anne McBurnie 
and Philip Beard’s garden at 5 Timbertop Court, Capalaba.  Both Anne and Philip 
are members of the Queensland Bromeliad Society and have also kindly agreed to 
our visit.  They also are participants in the Australia Open Garden Scheme.  They 
have kindly offered to provide afternoon tea for us. 
 
Bus pick up points are as normal and set out below for new members. 
 
7.00 a.m. Tugan  -  This pick up point is on the service road parallel to the highway 
approximately 200 mtrs. south of the Shell Service Station.  The park is called 
Rotary Park.  There is suitable off street parking in a small car park area. 
7.10 a.m. Robina Railway Station  --  Bus stop is on the eastern side of the railway 
station.  This is where we have picked up previously at Robina.  Car parking is 
available 
7.30 a.m. B.P. Service Station Coomera  --  Please gather outside McDonalds 
restaurant as there are picnic tables for waiting.  Car parking is available. 
 
These are all our usual pick up points.  It is difficult to allow time for delays.  These 
are estimated pick up times.  Please be patient if there is an unforseen delay. 
 
If we have new members coming along on the trip please allow yourselves ample 
time to find the location and please endeavour to be on time.  My mobile on the day 
is 0418193628.  If you have any problems please ring me. 
 
Members will need to B.Y.O. Lunch, hold up chair if you need one, and a coffee 
cup would be appreciated. 
 
There will be plant sales available and if members are intending to purchase plants,  

NEWS ON OUR LAST BUS TRIP, OCTOBER 31, 
2009 
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named carry bags or boxes would be handy to store plants on the bus.  It is the 
responsibility of members to secure their own plants safely. 
 
Cost of the trip is $20.00 per person and Jim our trusty Treasurer has already been 
busy taking bookings.  Unfortunately for those who have not booked I need to 
inform you that the bus is fully booked for this trip.  However, you could put your 
name on a Wait List with Jim in the case of unforseen cancellations.  Alternatively 
you may decide to elect to drive yourself, as there is not a great distance to travel on 
the day. This should be a great day out visiting wonderful gardens.  I hope members 
attending have a great day of fun and fellowship. 
 
 
 
COMPETITION FOR THE POPULAR VOTE COMPETITION AT THE  
ANNUAL SHOW TO BE HELD AT HELENSVALE ON 24TH OCTOBE R 
2009. 
 
Here is a timely reminder about the Popular Vote Competition to be held at our 
Annual Show at the Helensvale Community Centre on Saturday 24th October. 
 
Last year was our first attempt to hold a Popular Vote Competition . The schedule 
has been revised for this year giving more categories in the Succulent section of the 
competition and also a broader number of categories in the Bromeliad section. This 
was done with a view to distributing the allocation of votes more evenly. A full 
schedule was printed in the July/August edition of the Bromlink. 
 
Kathleen Henderson spoke on the schedule for the succulents at the August meeting, 
and also gave some helpful hints and ideas as to presentation of plants for the 
competition table. Narelle Aizlewood will speak on the schedule for the Bromeliads 
and presentation of plants at the September meeting. 
 
Last year the Roly Reilly Perpetual Trophy was awarded to John and Pam Gaddes 
for the most popular plan. We  are very fortunate this year to have Kathleen 
Henderson come on board and express the interest to donate a trophy also. 
Kathleen’s trophy will be awarded to the succulent which gains the most number of 
tickets in the popular vote. In addition Tom and Marilyn Rivett have also donated a 
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Allan Roberton’s Garden 
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My introduction to the Bromeliad Family.  

By Allan Roberton 
 
I built the house in 1992, it came with the standard fences, paths and basic 
garden lay out. I tried the traditional annuals and various garden plants but 
found myself being a virtual slave with this type of high maintenance layout. 
About 1997 the palms I had growing (of which I have several varieties) had 
created a good canopy, this is when I discovered Bromeliads, putting the odd 
one here and there. From what I had heard and read I believed them to be 
tricky things to grow, special soils, shade, sun, this and that, but after a while 
I realised how tolerant Broms actually were. I may lose some colour and they 
may not be as brilliant as they could be, but in general a great show with a 
little effort. 
 
About this time I became a member of the Bromeliad Society buying from 
the sales tables month to month placing my plants in the garden, in pots and 
even in the tree trunks. I now find the garden needs very littler attention and 
allows me to be away from the property weeks at a time and on returning the  
garden never looks neglected or unloved, all thanks to the many species of 
the very forgiving bromeliads. 
 
Thank you Bromeliad and Succulent Society for the feast of information 
always available, the wonderful talks and may fine members of the club. 
I live in a very quiet Court with only four other free standing houses with 
great neighbours, it is a pleasure enjoying my house and plants. 

 
Grass what grass! 

About 2001 after many years spending lots of dollars, lots of time and effort 
and never quite getting my lawn right, GRASS GRUB, WEEDS, 
DROUGHT, I decided to replace all the lawn with pebbles, first digging an 
edge then placing weed mat over all the grassed area (I had first mowed the 
grass to ground level), after a couple of metres of white stones I was in 
business. Believe me this was the best investment I could have made, no 
mowing no water and very little maintenance. As you can see by the photos 
the white stones against the colour of the garden is quite effective, 
contrasting well with the garden colours. You can also dress the stone area 
up with pots, again using bromeliads. I now have a water wise property with 
my 3000 litre water tank supplying the garden. 
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Trophy and they have elected that to be “Judges Choice Award” and this will be 

awarded in accordance  with a judge’s choice. 

 
This is a fun competition and I would encourage all members to have a look in there 
garden and see if  there is something there that takes your eye and would possibly 
make a good specimen on the competition table. 
 

Narelle Aizlewood 
 

�
�������	
����
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by Kerry Booth Tate 
 
As part of the regular identification segments at our 
meetings, I introduced our members to these 
interesting bromeliad species. 

 
July ’09 – Aechmea lingulata 

 
This large, long-leaved Aechmea, common name 
West Indian living vase, grows in a wide range of 
conditions in the Caribbean islands and many 
northern countries in South America, down to 
northern Brazil. It was one of the first Aechmeas to 
be described, but it is not often grown in bromeliad 
collections. Its green leaves have tiny spines along 

their length, however, the terminal spine is large, 
dark, and could easily poke your eye out! When not 
in flower, this species is fairly inconspicuous – 
except for those sharp tips. Tiny white flowers 
emerge gradually from the creamy multi-branched 
inflorescence (flower spike), giving it a subtle 
appeal. The inflorescence is quite large, and reaches 
approx. one metre high. I grow mine in a semi-
shaded area in the garden, where the delicate spike 
stands out against a dark green background of 
foliage. It is easy to grow and, if you can get your 
hands on one, highly recommended. 
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BROMELIAD SPECIES OF THE MONTH. 
by Kerry Booth Tate 

 
August ’09 – Vriesea gigantea var. seideliana  

 
 
This beautiful species, common name 
Nova, is the smaller variety of Vriesea 
gigantea, reaching 40 to 70cm wide, 
depending on growing conditions. It 
grows as an epiphyte (tree dweller) in 
its natural habitat of southern Brazil. It 
differs from the type species by its 
distinct shape, colours and leaf patterns  
making it a very popular patterned-
foliage species. The tapered leaves have 
blue-green vertical lines and squiggly, 
irregular tessellations, against a white 
background. The younger central leaves 
tend to turn upward at their tips, which 
give the whole plant a pagoda-like 
shape. The branched inflorescence can 
reach up to 60cm high, with large cream 
flowers opening at night. It grows well 
and looks good in both shade and bright 
light. Due to its epiphytic nature and 
tendency to rot, this species grows best 
in a chunky, well-drained mix, and not 
planted too deeply – or tied directly to a 
roughly-barked tree branch (if you’re 
game!). It grows slowly and usually only 

produces one or two pups. In order to grow a compact, pink and purple flushed 
specimen like the one I brought to the meeting, and as seen in the photos, grow it in 
very bright light e.g. morning sun, and HARD. NB. “Grown hard” means to starve 
the poor thing of fertiliser and attention.  
 
 
(To see these and other photo’s in colour, go to our web page www.gcsbs.org.au 
and click on the link to the latest Bromlink.) 
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COME AND VISIT OUR GARDEN.  

 

Wayne and I are very new members of the Bromeliad Society, but have already 
learned much from the two Newsletters we have received so far and hope to get 
along to the some of the meetings soon. My first love is Roses, I have over 400 
beautiful bushes growing at ‘Rosehill’. But in recent years and through the 
development of our 1 and 1/4 acre property, we have found another love in 
Bromeliads and Tropical plants. We now have many of these beautiful plants 
adorning areas in the garden. My favourite are the beautiful big Alcantaria and 
gorgeous foliage of the Vrieseas, but I have found that even many of the plain 
looking Bromeliads which I have bought or been given still produce the most 
beautiful flower. Our garden ‘Rosehill’ has been open in previous years as part of 
the Australian Open Garden Scheme, but this year we have given it to the Rose 
Society as a Promotional/Fundraising Weekend for their 10th Anniversary Rose 
Show.  As Secretary of the Gold Coast Rose Society,  I’m very excited about having 
the Bromeliad Society hosting a display stand and sales at our Show this year. 

  
I hope many of you will be able to come along and have a look at our Garden and to 
the Show the following weekend. Details of both events are listed below, please 
don't hesitate in coming up and introducing yourself to us, we look forward to 
meeting you. 
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“Rosehill” Open Garden 
24 Charles Kurz Drive 
WORONGARY QLD 4213 
Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th October 
9:00am till 4:00pm 
  
Gold Coast Rose Society 10th Anniversary Rose Show 
Robina Community Centre Auditorium 
Saturday 24th October – 11:30am – 5:00pm 
Sunday 25th October – 10:00am – 3:30pm 
 
 


