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The aims of the society are:

To stimulate interest in the conservaticand to
promote the culture and developmentiod
succulents and bromeliads.

To acquire and disseminate information regaing
these plants and to encourage their puotion
and propagation.

To ban totally from our collection any suchants
which become noxious.

To enlighten members and the public on theng@rs
of cultivating certain noxious species.

To give exhibitions, arrange field days, anther
events, and to make such publicationsaes deemed
desirable.

To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint @onnect
ourselves with similar bodies or socistie

To make seeds and plants available to members
under the control of the Society.

To foster family membership and members.

September - October 09




Secretary, GCS&BS Inc.
P.O. Box 94,

Southport, QId, 4215
www.gcsbs.org.au

Office Bearers 2009

PRESIDENT ... Tom Norris 07 336446
VICE PRESIDENT ....cooviiiiiie e, Graeme Bullen 0527815
TREASURER........ccooii i Jim Adams 07 53787
SECRETARY .o, Narelle Aizlewood 07 554531
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY............. Gloria Dunbar 68899281
EDITOR.....cooi e Gail Young 07 338875
COMMITTEE.....ccci i, Carmon Burke, John Crawford,

Gloria Dunbar, Monica Mead,
Gail Young, Julie Hewetson

LIBRARIAN......coo i Monica Mead

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN.................. Kay Norris

CONFERENCE CO-ORDINATOR....... Greg Aizlewood

PLANT DISPLAY CO-ORDINATORS..John Crawford, Beri@agg
and Karin and Paul Van Tol

PLANT SALES CO-ORDINATOR........ Julie Hewetson

(General Meetings and Sales Days)

PLANT SALES STEWARDS...............Carmon Burke, Norma Fleet,
Maree McFarlane, and Helen
Mueller

SALES TABLE.......co i Tom and Marilyn Rivett

REFRESHMENT SUPERVISORS......... Ludy Yakimoff, Janice igon

RAFFLE CO-ORDINATORS............... Judith and John Patterson

HOST/HOSTESSES — DOOR............ Ann and Harry Schenk

NAME BADGES............cooiiiinn Harry Schenk

PUBLICITY OFFICER............ccc vt ... Ann Schenk

OFFICIAL SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPHER.................... Paul Van Tol

WEB MASTER ... e Allan Ladd

LIFE MEMBERS R. Reilly, M. Nicholson,.Besgrove, J.Catlan
G. Vauhlem, Neville Ryan, W. Hansen
N. Aizlead.

Mr. Gletylne - HONORARY MEMBER

Southport Business Centre,

Page 16 Bromlink SeptenDetdber 2009

[Advertise Here }

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS

of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET
(near Mullumbimby) Large range
of bromeliads. Agents for Deroos
Exotic plant of Belgium & Andrew
Maly’s KIWI COLLECTION
VRIESEAS. Visitors welcome by

Glen Mylne LLB (Hons)

Mylne Lawyers

92 Ashmore Rd

BUNDALL 4127
Phone: (07) 55262622
Fax: (07) 55262292
admin@mmlaw.net.au

appointmentP.0266845374.
F.0266845168. email:

COME AND SEE MY GARDEN. | |plants@ausbroms.com.au

Website: www.ausbroms.com.au

collection off

A stunning

Bromeliads at:
4 Fimiston Place,
Burleigh Waters.
Please phone Burt Dunn
0412699399

Would you like to advertise in our
Journal?

$20 for 2 Months - Life 0ONE
publication, or $100 per annum

€,
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Misunderstood

Some time ago an English lady was looking for room&witzerland and
asked the local schoolmaster if he could recommamd He took her to
several delightful places and she decided to take o

On her way home, however, it occurred to her thattsad not noticed any
W.C. , so she immediately wrote and asked if thve@s one in or near the
house. The schoolmaster on receiving the letter mash troubled for, his
English being limited, he did not understand thbrabiation. He asked the
village policeman to help him. At last they camethie conclusion that she
meant Wesley Chapel so they replied as follows.

Your ladyship,

| have much pleasure in informing you that the WiCsituated nine miles
from the house, in the centre of a beautiful gro/eines and is surrounded
by wonderful scenery.

It is capable of holding 200 people. It is only npeuesdays and Thursdays
and as there are a great number of visitors irstimemer, | advise you to go
early, although there is plenty of standing roonhisTis an unfortunate
position if you are in the habit of going regularbut no doubt you will be
glad to know that quite a number of people takér thkach and make a day
of it while others who cannot spare the time, ttdoyecar and arrive just in
time.

| should especially recommend your ladyship to payisit on Tuesdays as
there is an organ accompanist. The sound is exteled even the most
delicate sounds are audible. It may interest yountow that my daughter
Mary was married in the W.C. It was there she neethusband. | remember
the queue for seats, and there were ten peopietireiseat | usually occupy.
It was wonderful to watch the expressions on tfeses. A wealthy resident
of the district recently erected a bell over theCWwhich rings when

someone enters. A bazaar is being held soon, angrthiceeds are going
towards helping to furnish velvet seats, as memiegist is a long felt want.

My wife is really delicate, so she can’t attendulegly and it is now ten

years since she has been and it pains her very maidb be able to go more
regularly. | shall be delighted to reserve the Isest for you.

Dates for your diary..........cooooviiii i e Page 1
Program for Guest speakers.............ccoooviii i, Page 2
Plant of the Month..............oi Page 2
Details of other Society ShOWS...........cccoveiiiiiiii e, Page 2
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General meetings are held every 4th Saturday of th@onth at-
Robina Uniting Church, 4 Greenwich Crt; Robina.
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\@& DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2009
DATE EVENT
September 26 General Meeting Robina Uniting Church.
Beginners Class 11.30 a.m. Plant Sales 12.00 p
Meeting begins 1.00 p.m.
CENT AUCTION TODAY.
October 17 Field day to John and Genny Catlan’s garden.17,
Pelican Parade, Jacobs Well.
October 18 G.C.S. & B. Soc. to do a display at Rosser Park
Gardens Alive hosted by Gold Coast Regional
Botanical Gardens.
October 24, Annual Show Display and Plant Sales Competifion/

Popular Vote judged showelensvale Community
Centre, 31 Discovery Drive Helensvale.
Show time from 8 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.

October 24, 25

G.C.S. & B. Soc. Display and Sales. Hosted by
Rose Society and held at the Community Ce
Robina.

the
htre,

October 31

Second Bus Trip for 2009 - Brisbane Bayside.
Garden 1 Tracey Renn at Redland Bay
Garden 2 Mal and Michelle Cameron at Victoria
Garden 3 Anne McBurnie at Capalaba.

Pt.

November 5,6,&7

Southport Park Shopping Centre. Display & Salg

November 28

oy

General Meeting, Christmas Party and Large F
Raffle Robina Uniting Church
Plant Saled42.00 p.m. Meeting begind..00 p.m.

Plant
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A warm welcome to our
New members for July 2009

Judy Williams.

We hope you enjoy learning more about BromeliadSwculents from ou
meetings with our guest speakers, and look fori@skeing you on our fie

trips we organize through out the year.

Guidelines for borrowing from the Library:

1. New members must be financial for three months.

Books are on loan for (1) month only.

3. Members are responsible for replacement of lost or
damaged books.

N

Members are advised that the above guidelines are part of
the by-laws approved by members of the society.

=

November 28th, our last meeting for 2009.
It is also our Christmas breakup so every one bring
along a plate of goodies to celebrate.

There is also our large plant raffle which is alwaylot
7 of fun, especially if you are lucky enough to win.

Who am 1?
° Don’t know the name of a plaBting it along to the
meeting and let Kerry Tate salvfor you.
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SPECIES... WHY?
By Jeff Bartly
Have you ever purchased a beautiful looking plgmwn it to perfection,
kept the seed, sown the seed and, alas, your nedlirsgs have grown
nothing like the original plant? Obviously this ptavas a hybrid and the
seed has reverted back to one of the original epeltom which it was
crossed, usually to the detriment of the species.

How many times through history have we heard ofiftamines due to crop
failures in certain countries depending on a paldic vegetable as their
staple diet. When this has occurred, sometimesst lleen discovered too
late that not enough species plants were availabproduce the amount of
*F, hybrid seed required for future crops.

Many species of the plant world have differingts,asome with much better
resistance to disease, others have superior croparger fruits, etc. by
crossing these plants we can have to some exterig$t of both worlds, a
plant that crops well and offers more resistanagisease.

So, too, in the world of bromeliads, we have theartunity to have more
colourful, perhaps larger and more vigorous plabtg, to produce these
plants somewhere along the line we used the ofigspacies of that
particular genus to form the cross.

Let us have a closer look at keeping species pfants. | am not saying that
we should not have hybrid plants in our collectiaaghese are in most cases
very eye catching beautiful plants, but there ast s good, and in some
casedave been completely ruined by our interference.

During my travels | have seen many of these hyplddts that are nowhere as nice
as the original species. In most cases the majofityrossed plants are discarded
and only the few better plants kept and reproducsgktatively. These may also
lose their vigour over time.

So let us remember, keep a reasonable number oflespalants in our collections
for once they have gone we have lost them forever.

With acknowledgement to Bromelia Post NSW Janu®® 2
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g%, rogram for Guest Speakers coming up over the mext f

SEPTEMBER:
Greg Aizlewood will introduce us to the “WonderiMorld of Billbergias”
(Plant of the Month)

78, lant of the monthA reminder to all members if you also have a
good specimen from the nominated genera, pleas®dbesitate to
bring it in to exhibit. The plant doesn’t neceslyahave to be in
flower, we also grow for their foliage.

September Billbergias and Guzmanias

October Vrieseas, Neoregalias, Nidulariums, Guzmanias gnd
Crassulaceae

November Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents

DETAILS OF OTHER SOCIETY
SHOWS / EVENTS FOR 2009

OCTOBER 10 AND 11
Wavell Heights Spectacular -- Display and SafeBromeliads. Edinburgh
Castle Road, Wavell Heights.

NOVEMBER 7 AND 8
Bromeliad Society of Queensland -- Spring Show Gtiot-tha.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT.

Our club has had a very lively 3 months of latehvédtsuccessful three days at the
Gold Coast Show with lots of interest shoimnour packed display, thanks to
the few members who brought along display aatks plants.

On the 13 September we will have had adeyarvisit to the Van —Tol's
Garden and Gaddes. The big sales day is loomin@aiober 24 at Helensvale,
which is a change of venue that a large numberigifors to our show stand
commented they would visit. Please help on 24 ktoby bringing sales plants,
competition plants, yourself and any friendsisTshould be a great day.

Today’s meeting is our AGM, with most dfiet committee standing for re-
election. Our treasurer Jim Adams will beansing down and we will be
looking for a new treasurer. Jim has beerwanderful treasurer for many
years with much of the work being computdizl am sure if any of you
would like to stand for this position, Jimlwbe ready to teach you.

I would like to thank all committee membeasd volunteers for their help
this year and look forward to everyone'sphelext year. As you are aware,
clubs like ours are only successful when raémbers work together, and all
members can expect a tap on the shouldehdtp.

With plenty of activities to come in the tlapart of the year, we will all be
very busy.

§?if§
A

{

Tom Norris, President

%

Please have your articles to me no later thaGtindlovember
2009You can hand it to me at the meeting or post/etoaalddress
Below.

£opu0

brommad@optusnet.com.au
19 Garoona Gve;

Slacks Creek, Qld. 4127 Ph: 3575

Page 12 Bromlink Septerfibetober 2009
“Never judge a brom by its appearance without blfodrhis is a perfect example.

If you do try these plants in pots, just make gheemix you use will still drain
freely but still keep what a terrestrial plant regs. If it is too open then the root
system will dry out too quickly and the plant véliffer. Put some old potting mix
into this mix for these guys and | am sure you wit be disappointed with the
results.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkhkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkk

HELP SUPPORT YOUR CLUB.

Coomeevery one, help support your club
amay some raffle tickets.

Lofuk our “Happy” raffle ticket sellers
Jindand John Patterson. John is the one
hiolg the sign with the pineapple on top
ahddith with the pretty hat and smile.

Tickets are 5 for $2.00 and the prizes are welltvbaving as there are some
very lovely plants up for grabs.
So as the saying goes, “You have to be in it to"\8im come on, buy some
tickets and support your club.

GOOD LUCK!

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE FOR OCTOBER. 24th

The Annual Show Display and Plant Sales Competitidinbe held atHelensvale
Community Centre, 31 Discovery Drive, Helensvalgopposite Bowls Club and
adjoining the Baptist Church.)

Hall is booked fron¥ a.m. to 4 p.m. Show time from 8 a.m. to 2.30 p.m

Please support the club by bringing along plantséte as well as supporting the

Competition/Popular Vote.
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THORNY RIVALS
By Brom Spider

If you feel adventurous and demented like me awné to try something different
then have a go at growing plants that are reaégsarals. What | mean by that
statement is have a go at bromeliads like any @fAhanas family, the Bromelia
family, the Dykia and the Hechtia families as well.

Growing these plants remind me of Tim the Tool mBaylor from Home
Improvements. The more spines the more power thmadd! !

Some of the plants, not all, can grow quite langé @an be quite spectacular when
they come into bloom. They also prefer more of ail*sype mix rather than a
normal bromeliad mix. The best place for these dayia the garden out of harms
way, unless you have a tendency to hate the postotaldren, the next door
neighbour, their dog or cat, then plant them whieeg will really be noticed.

Bromeliad balanasae, penguamdgoldeanacan grow to a large size and will have
subterranean suckers or stolons. If you wish tavgittese guys then pot them up
and place this pot on top of another pot which thesn placed upside down. This
will allow your plant to grow to a good specimerddat stolons come out through
the drain holes in the pot. When the pup is larggugh, cut it off, pot it up and you

will have another plant without finding it the haveay by stepping on it as it

appears through your lawns.

Believe me, these boys have very nasty spinestayddo hurt. Any of the Ananas
family are worth growing butAnanas bracteatusthe Red Pineapple, would
probably be the best one for size. The foliageha tAnanaswill turn a beautiful
bronze pink when grown in the sun or a lot of lighthen it comes into flower the
centre will turn a red colour and your pineappld Wwave multiple crowns which
can be grown on when large enough.

Dykias make lovely specimens when they are placdtie ground and allowed top
clump. Once they are established they will be vapgtinate about having pups
removed or taking up residence elsewhere. | hadeldrge mounds of Dykiago
backwards and almost die when | dug them up antegléhem elsewhere. So just
be careful and choose your position carefully. Dgslcan produce long straight or
branched inflorescences from which spring forttghuriyellow or orange flowers
that will make a very attractive contrast to théao of the plant.

“Never judge a book by its cover” so the sayinggbet in the instances above
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NEWS ON OUR LAST BUS TRIP, OCTOBER 31,
2009

This bus trip will be to three gardens in BaysidesBane. Our first garden to visit
will be to a G.C.S. & B. Soc. member, Tracey Rerdh7aPeel Street, Redland Bay.
Tracey has been a member since April 2007 andihdbyloffered to open her
garden to us.

After Tracey’s garden we will travel on to Mal akfichelle Cameron’s garden at
11 Apollo Ct. Victoria Point. Mal and Michelle angembers of our Society but
also the Queensland Bromeliad Soc. and have rgagpgihed their garden to that
Society for a field day visit. We will have lunahthis venue. Members will need
to BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH. After lunch we will go onto Anne McBurnie
and Philip Beard’s garden at 5 Timbertop Court,&apa. Both Anne and Philip
are members of the Queensland Bromeliad Societhawvel also kindly agreed to
our visit. They also are participants in the Aalitr Open Garden Scheme. They
have kindly offered to provide afternoon tea for us

Bus pick up points are as normal and set out b&owew members.

7.00 a.m. Tugan- This pick up point is on the service road flar#o the highway
approximately 200 mtrs. south of the Shell Ser@tation. The park is called

Rotary Park. There is suitable off street parking small car park area.

7.10 a.m. Robina Railway Station --Bus stop is on the eastern side of the railway
station. This is where we have picked up previpasiRobina. Car parking is
available

7.30 a.m. B.P. Service Station Coomera- Please gather outside McDonalds
restaurant as there are picnic tables for waiti@gr parking is available.

These are all our usual pick up points. It isidifit to allow time for delays. These
are estimated pick up times. Please be pati¢inére is an unforseen delay.

If we have new members coming along on the tripgseallow yourselves ample
time to find the location and please endeavouetortime. My mobile on the day
is 0418193628. If you have any problems pleagemie.

Members will need to B.Y.O. Lunch, hold up chaiydu need one, and a coffee
cup would be appreciated.

There will be plant sales available and if memiagesintending to purchase plants,



Page 5 BromlinBeptember/October 2009

named carry bags or boxes would be handy to stargspon the bus. It is the
responsibility of members to secure their own [davafely.

Cost of the trip is $20.00 per person and Jim ousty Treasurer has already been
busy taking bookings. Unfortunately for those wheve not booked | need to
inform you that the bus is fully booked for thigptr However, you could put your
name on a Wait List with Jim in the case of unferseancellations. Alternatively
you may decide to elect to drive yourself, as thiemot a great distance to travel on
the day. This should be a great day out visitingaesful gardens. | hope members
attending have a great day of fun and fellowship.

COMPETITION FOR THE POPULAR VOTE COMPETITION AT THE
ANNUAL SHOW TO BE HELD AT HELENSVALE ON 24TH OCTOBE R
2009.

Here is a timely reminder about the Popular Voten@etition to be held at our
Annual Show at the Helensvale Community Centreami8ay 24th October.

Last year was our first attempt to hold a PopulateMCompetition . The schedule
has been revised for this year giving more categan the Succulent section of the
competition and also a broader number of categariéise Bromeliad section. This
was done with a view to distributing the allocatiohvotes more evenly. A full
schedule was printed in the July/August editiothef Bromlink.

Kathleen Henderson spoke on the schedule for tbeuknts at the August meeting,
and also gave some helpful hints and ideas as dseptation of plants for the
competition table. Narelle Aizlewood will speak the schedule for the Bromeliads
and presentation of plants at the September meeting

Last year the Roly Reilly Perpetual Trophy was algdrto John and Pam Gaddes
for the most popular plan. We are very fortundiis tyear to have Kathleen
Henderson come on board and express the interestonate a trophy also.
Kathleen’s trophy will be awarded to the succulehich gains the most number of
tickets in the popular vote. In addition Tom andrii§a Rivett have also donated a
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Allan Roberton’s Garden
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My introduction to the Bromeliad Family.

By Allan Roberton

| built the house in 1992, it came with the stadd@nces, paths and basic
garden lay out. | tried the traditional annuals aadous garden plants but
found myself being a virtual slave with this typeehegh maintenance layout.

About 1997 the palms | had growing (of which | haeveral varieties) had

created a good canopy, this is when | discoverenBtiads, putting the odd

one here and there. From what | had heard andIrbatieved them to be

tricky things to grow, special soils, shade, stirs and that, but after a while
| realised how tolerant Broms actually were. | n@ge some colour and they
may not be as brilliant as they could be, but inggal a great show with a
little effort.

About this time | became a member of the Brome®#adiety buying from
the sales tables month to month placing my planteeé garden, in pots and
even in the tree trunks. | now find the garden seeaty littler attention and
allows me to be away from the property weeks @na aand on returning the
garden never looks neglected or unloved, all thaokihe many species of
the very forgiving bromeliads.

Thank you Bromeliad and Succulent Society for thast of information
always available, the wonderful talks and may fimembers of the club.

| live in a very quiet Court with only four otherek standing houses with
great neighbours, it is a pleasure enjoying my aausl plants.

Grass what grass!
About 2001 after many years spending lots of ds]llots of time and effort
and never quite getting my lawn rightt GRASS GRUWB/EEDS,
DROUGHT, | decided to replace all the lawn with plels, first digging an
edge then placing weed mat over all the grasse (dead first mowed the
grass to ground level), after a couple of metresvbite stones | was in
business. Believe me this was the best investmeould have made, no
mowing no water and very little maintenance. As gan see by the photos
the white stones against the colour of the gardenquite effective,
contrasting well with the garden colours. You césoalress the stone area
up with pots, again using bromeliads. | now haveager wise property with
my 3000 litre water tank supplying the garden.
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Trophy and they have elected that to be “Judgesc€ifovard” and this will be

awarded in accordance with a judge’s choice.

This is a fun competition and | would encouragera@mbers to have a look in there
garden and see if there is something there tkastgour eye and would possibly
make a good specimen on the competition table.

Narelle Aizlewood

by Kerry Booth Tate

As part of the regular identification segments @t o
meetings, | introduced our members to these
interesting bromeliad species.

July 09 - Aechmealingulata

This large, long-leaved Aechmea, common name
West Indian living vase, grows in a wide range of
conditions in the Caribbean islands and many
northern countries in South America, down to
northern Brazil. It was one of the first Aechmeas t

be described, but it is not often grown in bronetlia

collections. Its green leaves have tiny spinesalon
their length, however, the terminal spine is large,
dark, and could easily poke your eye out! When not
in flower, this species is fairly inconspicuous —

except for those sharp tips. Tiny white flowers

emerge gradually from the creamy multi-branched
inflorescence (flower spike), giving it a subtle

appeal. The inflorescence is quite large, and e=ach

approx. one metre high. | grow mine in a semi-
shaded area in the garden, where the delicate spik
stands out against a dark green background of
foliage. It is easy to grow and, if you can get iyou

hands on one, highly recommended.
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BROMELIAD SPECIES OF THE MONTH.
by Kerry Booth Tate

August '09 — Vriesegigantea var. seideliana

This beautiful species, common name
Nova, is the smaller variety of Vriesea
gigantea reaching 40 to 70cm wide,
depending on growing conditions. It
grows as an epiphyte (tree dweller) in
its natural habitat of southern Brazil. It
differs from the type species by its
distinct shape, colours and leaf patterns
making it a very popular patterned-

blue-green vertical lines and squiggly,
irregular tessellations, against a white
background. The younger central leaves
tend to turn upward at their tips, which
give the whole plant a pagoda-like

reach up to 60cm high, with large cream
flowers opening at night. It grows well
and looks good in both shade and bright
light. Due to its epiphytic nature and
tendency to rot, this species grows best
in a chunky, well-drained mix, and not
planted too deeply — or tied directly to a
roughly-barked tree branch (if you're
game!). It grows slowly and usually only
produces one or two pups. In order to grow a compack and purple flushed
specimen like the one | brought to the meeting, adeen in the photos, grow it in
very bright light e.g. morning sun, and HARD. NEsrbwn hard” means to starve
the poor thing of fertiliser and attention.

(To see these and other photo’s in colour, go toveeb page www.gcsbs.org.au
and click on the link to the latest Bromlink.)

foliage species. The tapered leaves have

shape. The branched inflorescence can
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COME AND VISIT OUR GARDEN.

Wayne and | are very new members of the Bromeliacie®y, but have already
learned much from the two Newsletters we have vecdeso far and hope to get
along to the some of the meetings soon. My firselis Roses, | have over 400
beautiful bushes growing at ‘Rosehill’. But in rateyears and through the
development of our 1 and 1/4 acre property, we himumd another love in

Bromeliads and Tropical plants. We now have manythafse beautiful plants
adorning areas in the garden. My favourite are libautiful big Alcantaria and

gorgeous foliage of the Vrieseas, but | have fotlmat even many of the plain
looking Bromeliads which | have bought or been giwill produce the most

beautiful flower. Our garden ‘Rosehill’ has beereopn previous years as part of
the Australian Open Garden Scheme, but this yeahawe given it to the Rose
Society as a Promotional/Fundraising Weekend feir th(d" Anniversary Rose

Show. As Secretary of the Gold Coast Rose Sociatyyvery excited about having

the Bromeliad Society hosting a display stand ahelssat our Show this year.

I hope many of you will be able to come along aadeha look at our Garden and to
the Show the following weekend. Details of bothrdageare listed below, please
don't hesitate in coming up and introducing youdrselus, we look forward to
meeting you.

“Rosehill” Open Garden

24 Charles Kurz Drive
WORONGARY QLD 4213
Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 October
9:00am till 4:00pm

Gold Coast Rose Society@nniversary Rose Show
Robina Community Centre Auditorium

Saturday 24 October — 11:30am — 5:00pm

Sunday 2% October — 10:00am — 3:30pm



